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ABSTRACT 


The  regulation  and  organisation  of  man's  games  and  pastimes 
by  his  governing  authorities  appears  to  be  a  recurring  feature  in  his¬ 
tory.  It  was  the  purpose  of  this  study  to  examine  the  attempts  of  the 
Tudor  Governments  to  dictate  to  the  sixteenth  century  Englishman,  by 
the  imposition  of  parliamentary  statutes  and  royal  proclamations,  the 
types  of  physical  pursuits  that  he  could  indulge  in.  Also  an  investiga¬ 
tion  of  the  reasons  behind  the  passing  of  these  laws  and  an  attempt  to 
determine  their  effectiveness  in  sixteenth  century  England  was  presented. 

During  the  early  part  of  the  period  studied,  the  government 
took  the  initiative  in  preventing  the  playing  of  certain  games  in  an 
effort  to  promote  archery.  By  the  end  of  the  century  government  activity 
in  this  field  appears  to  have  been  prompted  by  moral  and  mercenary 
motives  rather  than  military.  However,  regardless  of  the  motives,  the 
conditions  in  sixteenth  century  England  made  it  difficult  for  the 
authorities  to  accomplish  what  was  demanded  of  them.  Nevertheless,  the 
law  enforcement  agencies  managed  to  achieve  a  measure  of  success  in  that 
their  efforts  helped  delay  the  acceptance  of  new  military  techniques 
and  a  massive  increase  in  the  use  of  "immoral"  games  and  gambling. 
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PREFACE 


Historians  long  ago  grasped  the  importance  of  law  to  history. 

They  knew  that  medieval  political  theories  were  expressed  in  legal 
terms,  and  also  the  political  conflicts  of  seventeenth  century 
England;  yet  they  knew  also  that  a  country's  law  takes  us  far  beyond 
its  constitution,  to  every  social  activity  important  enough  to  seem 
worth  regulating. 1 

This  thesis  is  concerned  with  one  of  these  activities  which  the 
governments  of  England  have  continually  deemed  worth-while  regulating. 
From  the  time  of  the  Conqueror  through  to  modern  England,  governments 
have  made  conscious  efforts  to  regulate,  for  various  reasons  the  pas¬ 
times  of  the  Island's  people.  Formal  legislation,  still  available  to 
the  researcher,  which  restricted  the  English  in  their  recreative  activi¬ 
ties,  can  be  dated  from  1285,  when  Edward  I  outlawed  the  teaching  of 

2 

fencing  within  the  city  of  London. 

The  Tudor  monarchs  were  particularly  active  in  this  field  of 
legislation,  and  as  a  result  many  Englishmen  of  the  sixteenth  century 
were  prosecuted  for  participating  in  games  deemed  unlawful. 

That  Vth  February  in  the  38t*1 2 3  year  &  c .  ,  Rye'  Hill  of  Moston 
thrower;  Anthony  Bery  of  Manchester  (joiner,  cancelled)  butcher, 
did  play  at  the  bowls  on  Newton  Heath,  contrary  to  lawe.^ 


lA.  Harding,  A  Social  History  of  English  Law,  (Penguin,  1966)  , 

P.  7. 

2The  Statutes  of  the  Realm  1225-1713  ,  (London:  Dawsons  of  Pall 
Mall,  1963) ,  Vol .  1. ,  p.  103. 

31594 . 

Si.  T.  Grofton,  A  History  of  Newton  Chapelry  in  the  Ancient 
Parish  of  Manchester,  (Chetham  Society,  1904)  ,  Vol.  II.,  p.  73. 
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Petition  from  John  Gyttyns  the  younger,  for  discharge  from 
imprisonment,  having  been  committed  "for  playing  at  the  footballe 
upon  Shrof tusdaie ,  and  for  throwing  the  balle  from  hime  where  the 
serigent  Hardinge  demaunded  the  same."5 

That  games  of  the  nature  of  football  and  bowling  could  be  considered 

contrary  to  the  law  seems  incredible  to  the  twentieth  century  sportsman. 

Nevertheless,  until  the  mid-nineteenth  century,  the  games  of  tennis, 

football,  quoits,  cards,  dice  and  bowls  were  illegal  according  to 

English  law.  In  fact,  in  theory,  people  could  still  be  prosecuted  under 

6 

an  act  of  Henry  VIII  as  late  as  1960. 

It  is  the  purpose  of  this  study  to  examine  the  legislation 
which  directed  the  populace  of  Tudor  England  in  their  recreative  pur¬ 
suits  ,  to  investigate  the  reasons  behind  the  passing  of  these  laws  and 
to  attempt  to  determine  their  effectiveness  in  sixteenth  century  England. 
This  legislation  was  found  in  the  acts  of  parliament  and  the  royal 
proclamations ,  and  these  have  been  reproduced  in  the  Appendices . 


Historical  Manuscripts  Commission,  The  Manuscripts  of  Shrews¬ 
bury  and  Coventry  Corporations ;  the  Earl  of  Radnor ,  Sir  Walter  Corbet , 
Bart ,  and  Others, (London:  Printed  for  Her  Majesty's  Stationary  Office, 
By  Eyre  and  Spotteswoode ,  1899),  p.  62. 

^33  Henry  VIII.  c.  9.,  (See  Appendix  One). 
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GLOSSARY  OF  TERMS 


Because  of  the  difficulties  which  may  arise  in  the  reading  of 
this  thesis  through  the  use  of  antiquated  terminology  a  glossary  of  these 
terms  is  presented. 

Arquebus :  a  light  form  of  hand  gun  with  a  curved  stock. 

Bills :  a  kind  of  concave  battle-axe  with  a  long  wooden  handle. 

Caliver :  the  regulation  firearm  of  the  Elizabethan  period, 

so  called  from  the  calibre  being  according  to  standard.  It  had  a 
wheellock,  was  3  feet  2  inches  long,  and  usually  had  a  magazine  for 
bullets  in  the  butt. 

Closshe ,  closh ,  cloish ;  a  game  of  skittles  in  which  a  ball 

was  used. 

Corselets :  the  leather  armour  of  the  pikemen  or  billmen. 

Coytinge :  similar  to  throwing  horseshoes. 

Game :  the  activities  which  the  acts  and  proclamations  refer 

to  as  "games." 

Giddy- Gaddy:  (see  Tip  cat)  . 

Halberds:  an  axe-like  instrument  balanced  on  the  opposite  side 

by  a  hook  or  pick  and  mounted  on  a  6  foot  shaft. 

Half e  Bowie ,  roily- polly:  twelve  pins  were  placed  around  the 
circumference  of  a  circle  approximately  2  feet  6  inches  in  diameter. 
Another  pin  was  placed  in  the  middle  and  two  more  outside  the  circle  but 
in  a  line  with  the  middle  pin  and  parallel  with  the  bowling  place. 

The  bowl  when  rolled  must  pass  above  the  circle  and  around  the  end  pin 
before  it  can  legally  knock  any  of  the  other  pins  over. 
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Hand- culver in :  a  small  firearm. 

Kailss  ,  kailes ,  cayles ,  kayles :  a  simple  form  of  skittles 
where  a  stick  was  thrown  in  an  effort  to  knock  pins  down. 

Loggatting ,  logatinge :  a  game  of  skittles  in  which  bones 
were  used  as  pins  and  bowls . 

Musket :  a  heavy  gun,  which  could  not  be  fired  with  any  pre¬ 

cision  without  the  use  of  a  forked  support  or  rest. 

Pike:  a  weapon  with  a  long  shaft  and  a  sharp  head. 

Shovel-Board :  a  long  table  usually  not  more  than  3  feet  wide 

on  which  is  marked  two  lines,  one  about  4  inches  from  the  end,  the  other 
about  4  feet.  The  players  stand  at  one  end  with  four  flat  weights  of 
metal  each  and  slide  them  alternatively  along  the  table. 

Slydethr if t ,  shrovegrote :  a  parallelogram  was  drawn  on  a  table 
and  divided  into  squares.  A  silver  groat  (a  coin)  or  half  penny  was 
then  placed  on  the  edge  of  the  table  and  flicked  upwards  to  land  in  one 
of  the  squares.  Each  square  had  a  valve. 

Teynes ,  tennys :  The  term  tennis  as  used  in  the  sixteenth  cen¬ 
tury  referred  to  real  or  regal  tennis  played  on  an  inside  court  as 
opposed  to  lawn  tennis,  a  nineteenth  century  derivative. 

liE  Cat:  a  stick  about  6  inches  long  tapering  from  the  middle 
to  both  ends,  is  placed  on  the  ground  and  a  player  with  a  stick  strikes 
the  "cat"  on  either  end  and  as  it  rises  and  beats  it  away  as  it  falls. 
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CHAPTER  I 


SIXTEENTH  CENTURY  GAMING  LEGISLATION 


The  devices  at  the  disposal  of  the  Crown  during  the  sixteenth 
century  with  which  it  could  legally  regulate  its  subjects  were  the 
statute -law  and  the  proclamation. 

Statute  Law  is  that  which  is  enacted  in  Parliament,  by  the 
King,  Lords,  and  Commons;  and  is  a  Reserve  of  the  Government  to 
provide  against  new  Mischiefs  ,  and  Remedy  the  Defects  of  the  Common 
Law .  ^ 

g 

Jacob's  definition  of  statute- law,  although  expressed  in  the  eighteenth 

century,  represents  a  concept  which  is  possible  to  date  from  the  fif- 

9 

teenth  century.  The  ultimate  power  of  statute-law  cannot  be  denied. 
However,  a  certain  amount  of  controversy  exists  concerning  the  powers 
of  the  proclamation. 

A  proclamation  of  any  period  may  call  attention  to  and  enforce 
the  observation  of  some  existing  law,  make  some  new  regulation 
or  prohibition  in  virtue  of  a  recognised  prerogative  of  the  Crown, 
formally  announce  some  executive  act,  or  (before  the  Great  Civil 
War)  enforce  the  rights  of  the.  Crown  as  the  feudal  chief  of  the 
Kingdom.  ^ 

This  traditional  view  as  set  forth  by  Steele  limited  the  legal 
effects  of  proclamations  to  the  publication  or  enforcement  of  an  exist- 


G.  Jacob,  The  Common  Law  Common  Placed ,  (London:  E.  and  R. 
Nutt  and  R.  Gosling,  1725),  p.  443 . 

8Ibid. 


^Harding,  0£.  cit .  ,  pp .  224-228. 

^R.  Steele  (ed)  ,  A  Bibliography  of  Royal  Proclamations  of  the 
Tudor  and  Stuart  Sovereigns  1485- 1714 ,  (New  York:  Burt  Franklin,  Re¬ 
printed  1967),  Vol.  1,  England  and  Wales,  p.  ix. 
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ing  statutory  or  common  law,  the  formal  announcement  of  a  royal  act, 

the  enforcement  of  Crown  rights  in  feudal  contracts,  and  the  temporary 

regulation  or  injunction  based  on  a  recognized  Crown  prerogative. 

11 

However,  as  Hughes  and  Larkin  point  out,  evidence  within  the  Tudor 

proclamations  reveals  that  their  authority  was  original  and  that  they 

were  not  dependent  on  set  precedents. 

Lacking  parliamentary  authority,  the  early  Tudor  proclamations 
frequently  concealed  their  legislative  intent  beneath  what  one 
scholar  has  termed  an  "uncanny  skill  in  presentment"  of  the  Crown's 
case  to  the  immediate  interests  of  both  the  English  subject  and  the 

English  commonwealth.-^ 

Their  immediate  consequences  in  vital  areas  of  English  life  make  it 

difficult  to  avoid  the  conclusion  that  these  documents  had  the  full 

effects  of  law.  Therefore  it  was  by  proclamation  and  parliamentary 

statute,  that  the  early  Tudor  monarchs  claimed  sovereignty. 

Generally  the  acts  of  the  sixteenth  century  followed  a  similar 
13 

format,  and  prior  to  1533  they  referred  to  acts  passed  by  Richard 

II,  Henry  IV,  Edward  IV  and  Henry  VII  for  legal  precedents.  Richard 

II,  in  1388,  made  it  illegal  for  servants  to  indulge  in  "idle"  games 

14  15 

on  "holydays  and  Sundays."  Henry  IV  recited  Richard's  act  and 


P.  L.  Hughes  and  J.  F.  Larkin  (ed.)  ,  Tudor  Royal  Proclamations 
(New  Haven  and  London:  Yale  University  Press,  1964) ,  Vol.  1,  The  Early 
Tudors  (1485-1553). 


Ibid . ,  p .  xxv . 

13 

See  Appendix  1. 

1  4 

12  Richard  He.  6.  (1388),  (This  footnote  refers  to  the  year 
of  the  King's  reign  and  the  number  of  the  statute,  for  example,  the 
twelfth  year  of  Richard  II  reign  and  Chapter  6  of  the  statutes  passed 
during  that  year.) 
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11  Henry  IV.  c.  4.  (1409). 
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extended  the  prohibition  to  festival  days,  imposing  penalties  on  offi¬ 
cials  who  did  not  enforce  the  statute. 
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Edward  IV  reacted  in  more  general  terms,  claiming  that  no 

person  could  participate  in  unlawful  games  according  to  the  law  of  the 

land.  He  also  attacked  the  individuals  who  housed  these  activities, 

threatening  those  caught  with  imprisonment  for  three  years  and  a  fine 
1 6 

of  £  20.  Henry  VII  was  perhaps  more  realistic  in  his  approach  to  the 

problem,  for  in  an  act  of  1495^  he  allowed  servants  and  apprentices 

1 8 

to  indulge  in  the  games  at  Christmas  time  either  in  front  of  their 
master  or  inside  his  house.  Nine  years  later  he  re-issued  the  1495  act. 

Three  years  after  his  coronation,  in  1509,  Henry  VIII  re-issued 
the  above  acts  after  expressing  concern  about  the  decline  of  archery 
within  the  realm. 


19 


And  also  by  means  and  occasion  of  customable  usaige  of  Teynes 
Play  Bowles  Closshe  and  other  unlawful  games  phibeit  by  many  good 
and  beneficiall  estatutes  by  auctorite  of  pliament  in  that  behalf 
pvided  and  made  greate  impovisshement  hath  ensued... 

And  that  all  Statutes  heretofore  made  agenst  them  that  use 
unlaufull  games  be  duely  putt  in  execucion  and  punysshement  had 
accordyng  to  the  penalities  of  the  same  aswell  ayenst  the  offenders 
and  occupiers  of  such  unlaufull  games  as  agaynst  them  that  be  owners 
or  keps  of  houses  or  other  placis  whare  any  such  unlaufull  games 
be  used  accordyng  to  the  prport  tenore  and  intent  of  the  same 
statutes .20 


16 11  Edward  IV 

1711  Henry  VII 
18mu 

The  games  of 
specifically . 


c.  3.  (1477) 
c.  2.  (1495) 

tennis,  closh,  dice,  cards  and  bowls  were  mentioned 


1919  Henry  VII  c.  12.  (1504) 
20 


3  Henry  VIII  c.  3.  (1511-12) 
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During  the  same  year,  a  proclamation,  Enforcing  Statute  of  Winchester 
served  notice  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  Island  of  the  attitude  with  which 
the  Tudor  monarchs  were  to  view  the  playing  of  various  games.  The. 
proclamation  was  more  precise  in  its  attack  on  those  who  played  unlawful 
games . 


Moreover,  wheras  the  King  our  sovereign  lord  is  credibly  informed 
that  his  subjects,  and  in  especial  servants  of  husbandry  and  ser¬ 
vants  of  artificers,  do  daily  incline  themselves  to  unlawful  games, 
as  to  carding,  dicing,  and  other  unlawful  games  heretofore  by  divers 
statutes  prohibited .. .22 

And  furthermore  it  is  ordained  and  enacted  by  the  said  authority 
that  none  apprentice  nor  servant  at  husbandry,  laborer,  nor  servant 
artificer  play  at  the  tables  from  henceforth,  nor  at  the  tennis, 
closh,  dice,  cards,  bowls,  nor  any  other  unlawful  games  in  no  wise, 
out  of  the  12  days  at  Christmas;  and  then  to  play  only  in  the 
dwelling  house  of  his  master  or  where  the  master  of  the  said  servant 
is  present,  upon  pain  of  imprisonment  by  the  space  of  one-day  in 
the  stocks  openly;  and  that  the  household  where  dicing,  carding, 
tennis,  playing  bowls,  closh,  or  any  other  unlawful  games  afore 
rehearsed  shall  be  used  otherwise  than  is  afore  rehearsed,  and  then 
lawfully  be  presented  afore  justices  of  peace,  mayor,  sheriff  in 
his  tourn  and  steward  in  his  leet,  or  by  examination  had  before  the 
said  justices  of  peace,  that  process  be  made  upon  the  same  as  upon 
indictment  of  trespass  against  the  King's  peace;  and  that  the  said 
misdoer  be  admitted  to  no  fine  under  the  sum  of  6s.  7d.^ 

Two  years  later,  in  a  proclamation  Proclaiming  Statutes  and 
Ordinances  of  War  for  Calais ,  Henry  again  attempted  to  regulate  the 
sporting  pursuits  of  a  certain  section  of  the  community  -  the  army. 

Also  that  no  man  play  at  dice,  cards,  tables,  closh,  handout, 
nor  at  none  other  game  whereby  they  shall  waste  their  money  or  cause 
debates  to  arise  by  the  same.  And  if  any  so  be  found  playing  at 
any  of  these  games,  that  for  the  first  time  he  or  they  shall  be 
committed  to  ward,  there  to  remain  eight  days  and  to  lose  all  such 
money  as  they  or  any  of  them  play  for;  the  one  half  to  the  provost 
of  the  marshal  and  the  other  half  to  him  that  so  findeth  them 
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playing. 

In  spite  of  these  legal  prohibitions,  the  situation  as  regards 

the  decay  of  archery  and  the  playing  of  unlawful  games  continued,  and 

Henry,  in  his  sixth  year  as  monarch,  again  attempted  to  deal  with  the 

25 

problem  by  legislation.  The  wording  of  the  statute  followed  closely 
that  passed  in  the  third  year  of  his  reign,  but  it  is  interesting  to 
note  that  the  act  concluded  with  a  clause  which  made  it  perpetual. 

For  a  period  of  thirteen  years  English  statute  law  and  procla¬ 
mations  were  devoid  of  any  attacks  on  the  playing  of  games.  However, 
in  1526,  a  proclamation  Enforcing  Statutes  against  Unlawful  Games ,  and 
for  Archery  prohibited  all  ranks  of  society  from  participating.  In 
previous  proclamations  and  statutes  particular  groups  were  singled  out 
and  ordered  to  conform,  but  with  its  posting  no-one  was  exempt. 

Forasmuch  as  in  the  times  of  the  noble  progenitors  of  our  most 
dread  sovereign  lord,  divers  and  many  laudable  acts,  statutes,  and 
provisions  in  sundry  parliaments  have  been  made  not  only  for  punish¬ 
ing  and  laying  down  bowling,  closh,  quoiting,  loggatting,  playing 
at  tennis,  dice,  cards,  and  tables,  and  other  unlawful  games;  but 
also  like  laudable  acts  and  statutes  have  been  made  for  maintenance 
and  exercising  of  longbows  and  archery  of  this  realm;  which  good 
acts  and  provisions  for  longbows  and  archery  notwithstanding,  the 
said  unlawful  games  be  so  continually  used  and  exercised  within  this 
realm,  and  no  due  punishment  had  in  that  behalf  according  to  the 
said  provisions  and  statutes  against  the  said  unlawful  games,  that 
the  exercising  of  longbows  and  archery  of  this  realm  is  almost 
utterly  set  apart  and  extremely  decayed;  which  is  to  the  high  dis¬ 
pleasure  of  our  said  sovereign  lord: 

For  remedy  whereof  his  highness,  by  the  advice  of  his  council, 
straightly  chargeth  and  commandeth  that  from  henceforth  no  person 
within  this  his  realm  of  what  estate,  degree,  or  condition  he  or 
they  be,  do  play  or  use  the  said  unlawful  games  nor  any  of  them, 
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nor  householder  suffer  them  within  their  houses,  upon  pain  of 
forfeiture  of  the  penalties  contained  in  the  said  acts,  statutes, 
and  provisions,  without  any  manner  favor,  redemption,  or  pardon  in 

that  behalf. ^ 6 


In  the  following  year  justices  of  the  peace,  mayors,  sheriffs, 
bailiffs,  constables,  petty  constables,  head  boroughs,  and  tithing  men 
were  reminded,  by  proclamation,  of  their  duty  to  enforce  the  statutes 
concerning  unlawful  games . 

...with  such  circumspection  and  diligence  as  the  King's  highness 
shall  not  eftsoons  have  cause  or  need  to  send  or  give  to  them  any 
further  commandment  in  that  behalf,  as  they  will  avoid  his  indigna¬ 
tion  and  displeasure  with  condign  punishment  for  their  negligent 
demeanor,  to  the  fearful  example  of  other  his  subjects  which  shall 
happen  here  after  to  be  in  like  authority  and  off ice. ^7 

Realising  that  the  "problem"  was  still  present,  and  determined 

to  eradicate  unlawful  games,  the  authorities  were  authorised,  in  1528, 

"to  take  and  burn  tables,  dice,  cards,  bowls,  closhes ,  tennis  balls, 

28 

and  all  other  things  pertaining  to  the  said  unlawful  games."  Again, 
in  1532,  local  officers  were  ordered  to  enforce  the  statutes  for  unlaw¬ 
ful  games  ,  In  concluding  this  proclamation  the  king  called  on  all  his 

subjects  to  "henseforth  observe  and  keep  the  said  good  laws  and  statutes." 

Section  VIII  of  an  act  against  vagrants,  passed  in  1535-6, 

attempted  to  eradicate  the  problem  by  attacking  the  owners  of  property 
in  which  these  unlawful  games  were  played. 

Item,  It  is  enacted  by  thauctoritie  aforsaid  that  no  psonne  or 
psonnes  at  any  tyme  after  the  feaste  of  Seint  John  Baptiste  nexte 
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comyng,  shall  use  (kepte)  and  mayntene  any  open  playeng  House,  or 
place  for  comen  bowling  dysyng  carding  closhe  tenys  or  other  unlaw- 
full  games,  taking  money  for  the  same  or  other  gayne ,  in  any  place 
of  this  Realme,  upon  peyne  to  forfaite  fyve  markes  for  evy  moneth 
that  any  such  unlawfull  Howses  or  Games  shall  so  be  openly  kepte 
used  and  mayntened  in  any  place  within  this  Realme,  be  it  within 
libtie  or  without,  any  graunte  heretofore  made  to  any  psonne  or 
psonnes  in  any  wise  notwithstanding. 

Following  this  statute  a  proclamation  called  upon  all  to  adhere  to  the 

law,  threatening  that  the  "Kings  highness  will  not  hereafter  at  any 

31 

time  remit,  pardon,  nor  forgive  to  any  of  the  offenders." 

September,  1538,  saw  the  publication  of  another  proclamation 
which  set  out  the  pertinent  sections  of  all  acts  passed  prior  to  the 
reign  of  Henry  VIII.  These  acts  were  still  law,  and  Henry  probably 
wished  to  make  the  authorities  aware  of  the  scope  and  penalties  of  the 
unlawful  games  legislation. 

32  th 

Whereas  in  the  statute  made  at  Canterbury  the  12  year  of 
the  reign  of  King  Richard  (II)  amongst  other  things  it  was  accorded 
and  assented  that  the  servants  and  laborers  of  husbandry  and  servants 
of  artificers  and  of  victualers  should  have  bows  and  arrows,  and 
use  the  same  the  Sundays  and  other  festival  days, 33  and  utterly 
leave  playing  at  the  balls,  as  well  handball  as  football,  and  other 
games  called  quoits,  dice,  bowling,  and  kailes  and  other  such 
unthrifty  game%  and  that  the  sheriffs,  mayors,  bailiffs,  and  con¬ 
stables  should  have  power  to  arrest  all  that  doth  contrary,  as  in 
the  said  statute  is  more  fully  contained:  it  is  ordained  the  11^ 
year  of  King  Henry  iv3^  that  the  said  statute  be  firmly  holden  and 
kept,  joining  to  the  same  that  every  such  laborer  or  servant  that  doth 
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"other  festival  days"  was  not  included  in  the  original  act 
of  12  Richard  II  c.  6. 
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contrary  to  the  same  statute  shall  have  imprisonment  by  six  days. 

And  the  mayors  and  sheriffs,  or  the  mayors  and  bailiffs  of  cities 
and  boroughs,  and  the  constables  in  other  towns,  shall  have  power 
to  put  this  statute  in  execution  from  time  to  time;  and  if  they  do 
not  thereof  execution,  the  same  mayors  and  sheriffs,  or  mayors  and 
bailiffs  aforesaid,  shall  pay  to  the  King  for  every  default  20s,; 
and  the  constables  or  constable  of  every  town  that  doth  not  like 
execution  of  this  statute  shall  pay  for  every  their  or  his  default 
6s.  4d . ,  and  that  the  justices  of  assizes  shall  have  power  to  inquire 
in  this  case  in  their  sessions  from  time  to  time  of  them  that  do 
contrary  to  this  statute  and  thereof  to  certify  in  the  chancery. 

Item,  it  is  ordained  the  17^  year  of  King  Edward  IV^5  that 
after  the  Feast  of  Easter  next  coming,  no  person,  governor,  nor  occupi¬ 
er  of  any  house,  tenement,  garden,  or  other  place  within  this  realm 
shall  willingly  suffer  any  person  to  occupy  or  play  any  of  the  said 
games  called  closh,  kailes ,  halfbowl ,  hand-in  and  hand-out  or  quick- 
board  and  any  of  them  within  any  of  their  said  houses,  tenements, 
gardens,  or  any  other  place,  upon  pain  to  have  the  imprisonment  of 
three  years  and  to  forfeit  and  lose  for  every  offense  £20;  the  one 
half  thereof  to  our  sovereign  lord  the  King  to  be  applied  to  the 
use  of  his  house  in  all  such  places  where  such  forfeiture  shall  happen 
to  fall,  other  than  where  any  person  ought  to  have  the  forfeiture 
of  the  goods  of  felons  and  fugitives  by  any  lawful  grant,  authority 
of  parliament  or  otherwise.  And  it  is  ordained  by  the  said  authority 
that  all  such  persons ,  their  heirs  and  successors ,  which  ought  to 
have  any  such  forfeitures  in  such  places,  shall  have  all  such  half 
as  shall  be  hereafter  forfeit  by  any  of  the  premises;  and  the  other 
half  thereof  to  him  or  them  that  in  his  behalf  will  pursue  by  action 
of  debt  at  the  common  law.  In  which  action,  like  process,  trial, 
judgement,  costs,  damages,  and  execution  shall  be  had  as  is  used 
in  other  actions  there  pursued.  And  that  no  person  from  the  said 
Feast  of  Easter  shall  use  any  of  the  said  games  called  closh,  half 
bowl,  kailes,  hand- in  and  hand-out  or  quickboard,  upon  pain  of  two 
years  imprisonment  and  to  forfeit  for  every  default  £10.,  the  one 
half  thereof  to  our  sovereign  lord  the  King,  to  be  applied  to  the 
use  of  his  house  in  all  such  places  where  such  forfeiture  shall  happen 
to  fall,  other  than  where  any  person  ought  to  have  the  forfeiture 
of  the  goods  of  felons  and  fugitives  by  any  lawful  grant,  authority 
of  parliament,  or  otherwise.  And  it  is  ordained  by  the  said  author¬ 
ity  that  all  such  persons,  their  heirs  and  successors,  which  ought 
to  have  any  such  forfeitures  in  such  places  shall  have  all  such 
half  that  shall  be  here  after  forfeit  by  any  of  the  premises,  and 
the  other  half  thereof  to  him  or  them  that  in  this  behalf  will  sue 
by  action  of  debt  in  like  manner  and  form  as  be  had,  tried,  ruled, 
and  ordered  as  is  aforesaid. 
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Item,  it  is  ordained  and  enacted  the  11  year  of  the  reign  of 
the  most  noble  King  of  famous  memory,  Henry  VIl36}  that  none  appren¬ 
tice  nor  servant  of  husbandry,  laborer,  nor  servant  artificer  play 
at  the  tables  from  the  10  th  day  of  January  next  coming  but  only  for 
meat  and  drink,  nor  at  the  tennis,  closh,  dice,  cards,  bowls,  nor 
any  other  unlawful  game  in  no  wise  out  of  Christmas;  and  in  Christ¬ 
mas  to  play  only  in  the  dwelling  house  of  his  master,  or  where  the 
master  of  any  of  the  said  servants  is  present,  upon  pain  of  imprison¬ 
ment  by  the  space  of  a  day  in  the  stocks  openly  And  that  the  house¬ 
holder  where  dicing,  carding,  tennis  playing,  bowls,  closh  or  any 
other  unlawful  game  afore  rehearsed  shall  be  used  otherwise  than  is 
afore  rehearsed,  and  that  lawfully  be  presented  before  the  justices 
of  peace,  the  mayor,  sheriff  in  his  tourn  or  steward  in  his  leet, 
or  by  examination  had  afore  the  said  justices  of  peace  that  process 
be  made  upon  the  same  as  upon  indictment  of  trespass  against  the 
King's  peace;  and  that  the  said  misdoer  be  admitted  to  no  fine  under 
the  sum  of  6s.  8d.  ^ 

Item,  it  is  ordained  and  enacted  in  the  19  year  of  the  said 
most  noble  King  Henry  VII^  that  none  apprentice,  nor  servant  at 
husbandry,  laborer,  nor  servant  artificer,  play  at  the  tables  from 
the  Feast  of  Easter  next  coming,  nor  at  tennis,  closh,  dice,  cards, 
bowls,  nor  any  other  unlawful  games  in  no  wise  out  of  the  twelve 
days  at  Christmas,  and  then  to  play  only  in  dwelling  houses  of  his 
master  or  where  the  master  of  any  of  the  said  servants  is  present, 
upon  pain  of  imprisonment  by  the  space  of  a  day  in  the  stocks  openly. 
And  that  the  householder  where  dicing,  carding,  tennis  playing, 
bowls,  closh,  or  any  other  unlawful  game  afore  rehearsed  shall  be 
used  otherwise  than  is  afore  rehearsed,  and  that  lawfully  be  presented 
before  justices  of  the  peace,  mayor,  sheriff  in  his  tourn  or  steward 
in  his  leet,  or  by  examination  had  before  the  said  justice  of  peace, 
that  process  be  made  upon  the  same  as  upon  indictment  of  trespass 
against  the  King's  peace,  and  that  the  said  misdoer  be  admitted  to 
no  fine  under  the  sum  of  6s.  8d.^8 

However,  three  years  after  bringing  the  various  acts,  with  their 
penalties,  to  the  notice  of  the  law  enforcement  agencies,  Henry  repealed 
them,  along  with  all  other  legislation  passed  during  his  reign. 

Be  it  further  enacted  by  thauctoritie  aforesaid,  that  all  other 
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Statute  made  for  the  restraynt  of  unlaufull  games  or  for  the  mayn- 
tennce  of  Artillarie,  as  touchinge  the  penaltyes  or  forfeytures 
of  the  same,  shalbe  from  hensforthe  utterlye  voyde.^9 

The  statute  in  which  the  above  appeared  was  entitled  An  Acte  for  Mayn- 

tennce  of  Ar tyllarie  and  debarringe  of  unlauful  Games  and,  passed  in 

1542,  it  appears  as  the  culmination  of  Henry's  efforts  to  promote  archery 

at  the  expense  of  other  games.  Sections  eight  to  sixteen  were  concerned 

with  suppressing  undesirable  sports  and  pastimes.  A  penalty  of  40s. 

per  day  was  imposed  on  any  who  maintained  a  house  in  which  unlawful 

games  were  played  and,  for  frequenting  such  houses,  the  fine  was  6s.  8d . 

However,  licences  to  operate  such  houses  could  be  obtained  if  the  right 

securities  were  given. 

Wm.  Gryffeth,  the  King's  servant.  Licence  to  keep  a  tennis  play 
for  the  use  of  strangers  born  out  of  the  King's  dominions.  (It 
appears  that  he  has  lately,  at  great  cost,  re-edified  a  tennis  play 
in  that  parish  of  All  Hallows  the  Little  in  London  and  has  made 
suit  that  strangers  may  use  it,  which  said  suit  does  not  purpose 
that  the  King's  own  subjects  shall  exercise  and  play  of  tennis  there.' 

Magistrates  were  given  permission  to  enter  those  houses  suspected  and 

arrest  the  owners  and  any  parties  playing  and,  in  fact,  Henry  imposed 

a  penalty  of  40s.  per  month  on  officials  who  neglected  to  make  regular 

searches . 


The  act  also  prohibited  artificers  and  servants  from  playing 
"at  the  Tables,  Tennys ,  Dyce ,  Cardes ,  Bowles,  Closhe,  Coytinge,  Logatinge 
or  any  other  unlawfull  Game,  out  of  Christmas,  under  peyne  of  twentye 


J  33  Henry  VIII  c.  9.  (1542) 
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Shillinge  to  be  forfeyt  for  everie  tyme,"^  However,  section  fifteen 
allowed  for  the  licencing  of  servants  by  their  masters  so  that  they 
could  participate  in  these  activities.  Nevertheless,  the  master  had  to 
have  a  yearly  income  of  at  least  £100  per  annum  before  he  could  licence 
his  family,  servants  or  house. 

The  money  qualification,  in  effect,  restricted  the  authority 
of  the  act  to  those  whose  yearly  income  was  less  than  £100.  This  clause 
was  the  only  new  aspect  of  anti- games  legislation  that  the  act  intro¬ 
duced,  the  rest  being  merely  a  restatement  of  what  had  gone  before. 

After  Henry's  death,  in  1547,  the  remainder  of  the  century  witnessed  no 
new  legislation,  the  monarchs  contenting  themselves  with  the  re-issuing 
of  33  Henry  VIII  c.  9. 

During  Edward  Vi's  short  seven  year  reign  the  only  legislative 
activity  concerned  with  banning  games  were  two  proclamations.  Perhaps 
in  line  with  the  reformation  of  the  Church  a  proclamation  ordered  religious 
reform  in  the  first  year  of  his  reign.  Contained  in  the  injunctions 
was  a  clause  which  called  upon  all  ecclesiastics  to  adhere  to  the  laws 
concerning  unlawful  games . 

Also,  the  said  ecclesiastical  persons  shall  in  no  wise,  at  any 
unlawful  time,  nor  for  any  other  cause  than  for  their  honest  neces¬ 
sity,  haunt  or  resort  to  any  taverns  or  alehouses.  And  after  their 
dinner  and  supper  they  shall  not  give  themself  to  drinking  or  riot, 
spending  their  time  idly  by  day  or  by  night  at  dice,  cards,  or 
tables  -  playing,  or  any  other  unlawful  game,  but  at  all  times,  as 
they  have  leisure,  they  shall  hear  or  read  somewhat  of  Holy  Scrip¬ 
ture,  or  shall  occupy  themselves  with  some  other  honest  exercise; 
and  that  they  always  do  the  things  which  appertain  to  honesty,  with 
endeavor  to  profit  the  commonweal;  having  always  in  mind  that  they 
ought  to  excel  all  other  in  purity  of  life,  and  should  be  example 
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33  Henry  VIII  c.  9.  (1541) 
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to  the  people  to  live  well  and  Christianly 

In  April,  1551,  Edward  VI  ordered  justices  in  all  the  shires  to  execute 

43 

the  statutes  against  vagabonds,  watches,  unlawful  games,  seditions, 

44 

players  and  unlicensed  printers. 

Mary,  with  her  co-regent  Philip,  like  Edward,  preferred  to 
maintain  the  status  quo  in  regards  to  legislation  on  unlawful  games. 
Statute  2  and  3,  Philip  and  Mary  c.  9.,  declared  that  all  licences  which 
had  previously  been  granted  to  operate  houses  in  which  games  could  be 
played  were  null  and  void.  Two  years  later,  in  1557-8,  Philip  and  Mary 
confirmed  33  Henry  VIII  c.  9. 

Elizabeth  ruled  from  1558  to  the  end  of  the  century,  but  it  was 


not  until  1571  that  any  reference  to  unlawful  games  was  made  either  in 

statute-law  or  proclamations.  In  that  year  she  again  confirmed  Henry's 
45 

law  of  1542,  and  had  posted  four  editions  of  a  proclamation  which 

46 

called  for  "the  punishment  of  such  as  vse  vnlawful  games."  1571  also 
witnessed  the  establishment  of  a  commission  "to  enquire  as  to  unlawful 


42 

Hughes  and  Larkin,  ££.  cit . ,  p.  396. 

/  Q 

JEvery  city  was  to  have  16  men  at  each  gate,  every  borough 
12,  every  township  of  the  open  country  6  or  4  according  to  its  population 
and  they  had  to  watch  continually  all  night  from  sunset  to  sunrise. 

The  watchers  chief  duty  was  to  arrest  all  undesirables  and  deliver 

them  to  the  sheriff,  or  raise  the  hue  and  cry  if  the  suspect  escaped  them 

By  the  sixteenth  century  the  watch  had  become  a  standing  joke. 

^Ibid  .  ,  p.  514. 

^“*13  Elizabeth  c.  14.  (1571) 

^Steele ,  qjd.  ci  t .  ,  Nos.  669,  670,  671  and  672. 
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games,  and  the  furniture  of  bows  and  arrows." 

From  the  institution  of  the  above  commission  to  the  end  of  the 
century  English  constitutional  documents  were  devoid  of  any  further 
legislation  on  this  topic.  The  act  of  1542  remained  law,  in  theory 
at  least,  until  it  was  finally  repealed  in  1960  by  the  Betting  and  Gaming 
Act  after  having  been  partially  repealed  by  An  Act  to  Amend  the  Law 
Concerning  Games  and  Wages  in  1845. 


> 
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Ibid . ,  pp .  673 ,  674. 


CHAPTER  II 


FACTORS  MOTIVATING  THE  PASSING  OF 
GAMING  LEGISLATION 

For  centuries  the.  long  bow  had  been  considered  the  principal 

weapon  of  the  English,  and  the  one  on  which  they  depended  in  order  to 

48 

defeat  their  enemies.  Realising  that  the  necessary  skill  with  the 

long  bow  could  only  be  reached  with  constant  and  unremitting  practice, 

the  strictest  means  were  taken  to  ensure  that  every  able-bodied  man 

practised  faithfully.  Peers,  clergy  and  aliens  were  excepted,  but  no 

other  persons  could  absent  themselves  from  the  public  exercise  ground 

49 

without  incurring  what  was  then  considered  to  be  a  serious  penalty. 

Edward  I  complained  by  letter  to  the  Sheriff  of  London  that 
archery  had  fallen  into  a  grievous  condition,  claiming  that  skill  with 
the  bow  had  been  put  aside  in  favour  of  "useless"  sports.  He  commanded 
that  the  Sheriff  should  see  to  it  that  such  "idle"  practices  were 
abandoned  and  that  leisure  time  upon  "holydays"  should  be  spent  in 
the  noble  recreation  of  archery. This  idea  of  promoting  one  activity 
at  the  expense  of  other  "useless"  and  "unproductive"  games  was  perhaps 
the  basic  reasoning  behind  the  banning  of  games  through  to  the  seventeenth 
century. 


48 

Shakespeare's  England,  Vol.  II,  (Oxford:  Claredon  Press, 
1916^  ,  p.  376. 

^9N.  Feathers  tone ,  The  Bowmen  of  England ,  (New  York:  Clarkson 
N.  Potter  Inc.,  1967),  p.  32. 

50Ibid.,  p.  33. 
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The  success  of  the  bow  during  the  latter  part  of  the  Middle 

Ages  founded  a  tradition  which  was  hard  to  break  down.  English  writers 

of  the  sixteenth  century  stressed  the  heroism  of  the  Englishmen  at 

Crecy  and  Agincourt.  Indeed,  verses  written  by  Ocland"^  were  ordered 

by  the  government  to  be  used  in  every  grammar  and  free  school.  Elyot 

52 

in  The  Governor  stated  that  ability  at  archery  was  the  strength  of 

the  English  in  wars,  claiming  that  the  longbow  was  superior  to  crossbows 

or  handguns.  The  latter,  he  said,  "had  been  introduced  into  England 

53 

by  the  cunning  of  our  enemies,  so  that  they  may  destroy  us."  Roger 
54 

Ascham  also  vigorously  defended  the  bow,  showing  how  it  was  the  weapon 
of  God. 

And  although  I  knowe  that  God  is  the  onely  gyuer  of  victorie, 
and  not  the  weapons,  for  all  strength  and  victorie  (sayth  Judas 
Machabeus)  cometh  from  heaven:  Yet  surely  strong  weapons  be  the 
instrumentes  wherwith  god  doth  ouercome  yat  parte,  which  he  wil 
haue  ouer thrown .. .And  thus  of  what  authoritie  feates  of  warre,  and 
strong  weapons  be,  shortly  and  playnelye  we  maye  learner  But  amonges 
the  Jewes  as  I  began  to  tell,  I  am  sure  there  was  nothing  so  occupyed, 
or  dydde  so  moche  good  as  bowes  dyd.^5 

Nevertheless  the  sixteenth  century  can  be  viewed  as  a  transition 
period  in  the  art  of  warfare.  The  infantry  were  already  acknowledged 


51C .  Ocland,  The  Valiant  Acts  and  Victorious  Battles  of  the 
English  Nation,  (London:  Robert  Walde-grane;  1585) . 

52 

P.  Hogrefe,  The  Life  and  Times  of  Sir  Thomas  Elyot  Englishman, 
(Iowa  State  University  Press  ,  1907)  . 

53Ibid. .  p.  152. 

54R.  Ascham,  Toxophilus ,  1545,  E.  Arber  (ed.),  (Westminster: 

A. Constable  and  Co.,  Ltd.,  1902). 

^~*Ibid .  ,  pp.  70-71. 
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as  the  army's  chief  component  but  the  supremacy  of  the  longbow  was 

challenged  first  by  the  dense  pike  squares  of  the  Swiss  and  then  by 
5  6 

the  handgun.  Although  the  change  from  bow  to  musket  was  inevitable 
the  monarchs  of  Tudor  England  continued  to  insist  on  the  practice  of 
archery,  and  even  went  to  the  extent  of  restricting  the  use  of  firearms. 

Where  the  Kinge  Subjecte  daily  delite  them  selfe  in  shoting  of 
crosbowes  wherby  shoting  in  long  bowes  is  the  lesse  used  and  divse 
good  e statute  for  reformacion  of  the  same  have  ben  made  and  had. 

And  that  not  withstanding,  many  and  divse  not  regarding  nor  fering 
the  penalties  of  the  said  estatute  use  daily  to  shote  in  Crosbowes 
and  hand  gonnes  wherby  the  Kinge  dere  and  other  Lorde  of  this  his 
Realme  ar  distroid  and  shalbe  daily  more  and  more  onlesse  remedie 
therfore  be  pvyded;  Wherfore  be  it  ordeyned  and  enactid  by  auctoritie 
of  this  psent  pliament  that  no  pson  from  hensforth  shote  in  any 
Crosbowe  or  any  hand  gonne  upon  payne  of  forfeiture  of  the  same 
bowe  and  gonne  onlesse  he  or  other  to  his  use  have  lande  and  tente 
to  the  yerely  value  of  CCC  marke ,  And  for  evy  time  so  using  to  shote^ 
in  Crosbowe  or  hand  gonne  to  forfaite  xli.  for  evy  t?me  so  offending. 

In  conjunction  with  this  legislation,  which  promoted  archery 
by  banning  games  and  other  types  of  weaponry,  the  government  took  more 
positive  steps  by  regulating  the  price  of  the  bow  and  by  seeing  to  it 
that  fletchers  and  bowyers  were  resident  in  all  the  shires.  Edward  IV 
set  the  price  at  3s.  4d .  and  eighty  four  years  later  the  cost  of  the 
bow  was  still  to  be  3s.  4d .  It  was  not  until  1566  that  the  makers  of 
statute  law  realised  the  effect  of  such  price  fixing  on  the  bowyers  and 


c  fi 

J.  R.  Hale,  The  Art  of  War  and  Renaissance  England ,  (The  Folger 
Shakespeare  Library:  Washington,  1961),  p.  1. 

576  Henry  VIII.  c.  13  (1514-15).  During  the  sixteenth  century 
there  were  many  other  acts  and  also  proclamations  which  prohibited  or 
limited  the  use  of  firearms  and  crossbows.  The  Acts  were,  3  Henry  VIII. 
c.  12  (1511-12),  14  &  15  Henry  VIII.  c.  7  (1523),  25  Henry  VIII.  c.  17 
(1533-4).  Proclamations  were  posted  in  1526,  1528,  1537,  1540  and  1546. 
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f letchers  ,  and  allowed  for  a  rise  in  price.  The  price  of  bows  of  foreign 
yew  was  to  be  6s.  8d .  ,  a  second  grade  bow  3s.  4d . ,  and  for  livery  bows 


58 


2s.  each. 


The  f letchers  and  bowyers  were  thus  under  strict  government 


supervision  as  to  the  place  of  their  employment,  the  price  of  their 
goods,  and  even  the  types  of  bows  they  produced  being  regulated. 

And  that  evy  Bower  within  this  Realme  alwey  make  for  evy  oon 
bowe  of  ewe  that  he  maketh  to  sell  at  the  lest  ij  Bowes  of  Elme 
Wiche  or  other  Woode  of  mean  price; ... 

And  ov  that  it  is  enacted  by  the  said  autoritie  that  evy  Justice 
of  Peace  within  this  Realme  or  ij  of  theym  within  theire  sevall 
Jurisdiccion  have  full  power  and  auctoritie  to  take  assigne  and 
appoynt  Bowers  in  iij  ij  or  moo  places  by  their  discrecion  withyn 
evy  Shire  Citie  or  Borowe  where  the.  most  comen  refare  and  resort  is 
of  his  subgrettes  and  there  to  inhabite  and  make  long  bowes  of 
Elme  Wicke  or  other  wood  of  lytell  '  and  value  to  sve  the  comynal- 


tie  for  the  due  excise  of  shotyng.-5^ 

Being  so  controlled  the  bow  makers  were  keenly  interested  in  seeing  to 
it  that  the  practice  of  archery  was  maintained,  and  it  is  quite  common 
to  find  petitions  presented  to  the  government  which  called  for  the 
enforcement  of  laws  which  prohibited  games. 

Whearas  by  vertue  of  a  licence  vnder  your  worshipps  handes  to 
John  Baker  Nicholas  Gosson  James  Robinson  &  Richard  Bryan  fletchers 
for  the  furtheringe  &  mainteyning  of  Artillerie  an  exercise  both 
good  and  laudable  to  be  vsed  as  well  for  the  strengthning  this 
Realme  in  tyme  of  warrs  as  also  for  the  Reforminge  &  withdrawing 
youth  from  such  vnlawfull  games  as  are  altogether  vsed  (as  namelie) 
bowlinge  Carding  dicing  &  such  other  like  haue  by  vertue  of  our 
licence  giuen  warning  vnto  many  which  neyther  haue  nor  will  provide 
them  eyther  bowes  or  arrowes  but  still  from  tyme  to  tyme  follow  & 
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8  Elizabeth  c.  10  (1566). 


J  3  Henry  VIII.  c.  3.  Similar  clauses  appeared  in  33  Henry 
VIII.  c.  9.  and  8  Elizabeth  c.  10  (1566). 
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exercise  other  vnlawfull  games  for  the  suppressing  of  which  we  are 
humblie  to  entreate  your  worshipps  to  giue  such  punishment  to  such 
Constables  as  heare  we  haue  presented  whoe  suffer  the  said  vnlawfull 
games  to  be  vsed  within  there  seuerall  Cons tablewicke  according  to 
the  Statute  made  in  anno  xxxiij0,  Henrici  viij°  &  we  according  to 
our  bounden  dutie  will  daylie  pray  for  your  worshipps  long  con- 
tinewance . ^0 

The  continuance  of  the  legislation  which  promoted  archery  and 
banned  other  games  resulted  in  the  prolonged  reliance  on  a  citizen 
army  based  on  the  bowmen.  This  was  a  reflection  of  the  monarch's  in¬ 
ability  and  sometimes  unwillingness  to  bear  the  financial  burden  of 
maintaining  a  standing  army.  Henry  VII  had  formed  a  royal  body-guard 

61 

possibly  in  imitation  of  the  French  kings  with  their  Scottish  Guards, 
however,  when  Henry  VIII  tried  to  increase  this  standing  force,  by  the 

creation  of  a  second  body  of  men-at-arms,  it  perished  after  a  few  years 

_  .  -  62 
under  the  weight  of  its  own  cost. 

As  a  consequence  he  ordered  his  officials  to  enforce  more  effi¬ 
ciently  the  Statute  of  Winchester. 

Wherefor  the  Kynge  Highnes  of  his  most  blessed  disposicion  greate 
wisdome  and  pvidence  And  also  for  zele  to  the  publique  weale  suertie 
and  defence  of  this  his  Realme  and  Subgiettis  and  the  auncient 
fame  in  this  behalf  to  be  revived  and  repared  by  the  assent  of  his 
Lorde  spirituall  and  tempall  and  his  Comons  in  thys  psent  parliament 
assembled  and  by  auctorite  of  the  same  hath  ordenyd  enacted  and 


60 

A  petition,  undated  and  addressed  to  the  justices  of  Stafford¬ 
shire.  Reproduced  in  Collections  for  a  History  of  Staffordshire.  The 
Staffordshire  Record  Society  editors.  (Kendal:  Titus  Wilson  and  Son, 
Ltd.;  1950)  ,  p.  176. 

61 J.  W.  Fortesque,  A  History  of  the  British  Army,  (London: 
MacMillan  and  Co.  Ltd.,  1935),  Vol.  1,  p.  110. 

^Ibid  >  ,  p .  112  . 


- 


19 


establisshed  that  the  Statute  of  Wynchester  for  archers  to  be  putte 

in  due  enecucon.63 

Originally  passed  in  1285,  this  statute  set  down  the  weapons  and  equip¬ 
ment  that  every  man  had  to  maintain  in  his  dwellings.  Each  man,  between 

the  ages  of  fifteen  and  sixty,  was  to  be  assessed  and  sworn  to  arms  on 

64 

a  scale  according  to  the  value  of  his  lands  or  chattels. 

The  result  was  that  fresh  troops  had  to  be  levied  from  the  shires 

and  trained  for  each  new  military  expedition,  for  each  able-bodied  man 

between  the  ages  of  sixteen  and  sixty  was  theoretically  liable  for 

military  service.  Henry  continued  this  policy  throughout  his  reign 

65 

and  the  act  of  1542  made  this  aspect  of  life  very  clear  to  the  English. 

Edward  VI  effected  no  change  in  the  old  order,  and  even  though 


Mary  and  Philip  attempted  to  bring  about  a  revision,  the  new  act  had 

only  superficial  variations  ,  because  it  was  drafted  on  the  lines  of  the 
66 

old.  Elizabeth,  during  her  reign,  made  no  move  to  implement  a  standing 

6  7 

army,  in  fact,  Fortesque  claims  that  she  was  so  mean  and  dishonest 
in  defrauding  even  such  troops  as  she  employed  of  their  due,  that  no 
one  seems  to  have  dared  even  to  hint  to  her  of  the  expediency  of  keeping 


633  Henry  VIII.  c.  3  (1511-12). 

J.  J.  Bagley  and  P.  B.  Rowley,  A  Documentary  History  of  England , 
(Penguin,  1966),  Vol.  1,  (1066-1544),  p.  161. 

6533  Henry  VIII.  c.  9  (1542). 

66Fortesque,  ££.  cit . ,  pp .  124-5,  see  4  and  5  Philip  and  Mary 
c.  2  (1557-8) . 

67 


Ibid .  ,  p .  130 . 


a  standing  army.  England  had  to  wait  until  1645  before  there  was  a 
regular  army. 
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England  had  managed  to  muddle  through  the  sixteenth  century  as 

a  second  rate  military  power.  While  almost  constant  wars  were  involving 

the  other  European  powers,  she,  from  the  security  of  her  island  position, 

68 

was  comparatively  unaffected.  There  were  wars  with  Scotland,  but 
the  battles  of  Flodden  (1513) ,  Solway  Moss  (1542)  and  Pinkie  (1547) 
were  the  only  engagements  of  any  size  fought  on  British  soil.  These 
battles  only  tended  to  uphold  the  ancient  reputation  of  the  English  archer 
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After  the  battle  of  Flodden,  Henry  VIII,  who  had  already  renewed  his 
father's  statute  prohibiting  the  use  of  crossbows  without  a  licence, 
now  withdrew  all  licences  and  extended  the  prohibitions  to  handguns. 

As  most  of  England's  military  activity  was  divided  between 
defense  against  invasion  of  home  and  expeditions  abroad  to  aid  allies 
and  harass  foes7^  there  was  no  real  impetus  to  change,  and  Tudor  monarchs 
were  not  forced  into  the  expense  of  maintaining  a  permanent  army.  Under 
these  circumstances  the  bow,  as  the  standard  weaponry  of  the  army,  could 
be  maintained  well  after  the  European  powers  had  adopted  firearms.  It 


^Hale,  op.  cit .  ,  p.  3. 

^19  Henry  VII.  c.  4.  renewed  by  3  Henry  VIII.  c.  13. 

706  Henry  VIII.  c.  13. 

7 1 

Threats  of  invasion  came  from  the  Scots,  French  and  Spanish, 
and  towards  the  end  of  the  century  England  was  drawn  into  the  struggles 
between  Catholic  and  Protestant,  especially  in  the  Low  Countries. 
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was  not  until  1595  that  the  government  ruled  that  the  longbow  would  no 

longer  be  accepted  as  an  efficient  weapon  for  infantry  training  in  any 

shire,  and  that  all  "shot"  must  have  arquebuses,  calivers ,  or  the  more 

72 

modern  and  heavier  musket. 

Even  so,  efforts  were  made  on  various  occasions  to  bring  the 

English  up  to  date  with  the  continental  powers  in  so  far  as  military 

techniques  were  concerned.  At  war  with  France  in  1522,  Henry  seemed 

to  have  become  aware  of  a  sense  of  backwardness  in  his  military  force. 

In  1523  a  scheme  was  proposed  to  reconstruct  the  army  with  the  best 

equipment  of  the  age.  The  scheme  called  for  the  purchase  of  10,000 

pikes  and  corselets,  5,000  halberds,  and  1.0,000  hand- culver  ins  with 

73 

matches,  bullet-moulds  and  powder-flasks. 

74 

But  the  scheme  fell  through,  possibly,  as  Fortesque  states, 

"simply  because  Henry  changed  his  policy."  Peace  was  made,  and  soon 

after  proclamations  called  for  the  enforcement  of  the  statute  encouraging 

the  long  bow^  and  the  discontinuance  of  the  cross  bow  and  handgun. 

. . .and  by  authority  of  the  same  established  that  every  person 
or  persons  having  lands,  tenements,  fees,  annuities,  or  other  yearly 
profits  in  his  own  right  or  in  his  wife's,  to  the  yearly  value  of 
£100,  from  henceforth  may  lawfully  use  and  shoot  in  crossbows  and 


72 

C .  Oman ,  A  His tory  of  the  Art  of  War  in  the  Sixteenth  Cen tury , 
(New  York:  Dutton  and  Co.  Inc.,  1937),  p.  382. 
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Fortesque,  0£.  cit . ,  pp .  118-119 
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Ibid. ,  p.  119. 


75 


Hughes  ,  _o£.  cit 


pp.  152-3. 
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handguns  and  every  of  them;  and  that  every  person  or  persons  not 
having  in  use  or  possession  lands,  tenements,  fees,  annuities  or 
other  yearly  profits  to  the  yearly  value  of  £100  as  is  aforesaid, 
offending  contrary  to  the  said  act,  shall  forfeit  for  every  time 
that  he  shall  so  offend  but  only  40s . ,  and  the  crossbows  and  hand¬ 
guns  to  be  had,  recovered,  seized,  and  levied  according  to  the  said 
act  as  in  the  said  act  more  plainly  appeareth.^6 

Nevertheless  firearms  seem  to  have  taken  some  hold  in  England^,  as 

only  those  whose  income  was  less  than  £100  per  annum  were  barred,  by 

law,  from  using  them. 

7  8 

As  stated  Mary  passed  an  act  which  superseded  the  Statute  of 
Winchester.  Although  still  based  on  the  old  act,  it  provided  for  the 
supply  of  more  modern  weapons  according  to  a  new  assessment.  However, 


section  sixteen  stated  that  the  bow  was  to  be  accepted  as  an  efficient 

79 

substitute  for  an  arquebus  in  certain  counties.  But  the  unpopularity 
of  Mary  towards  the  close  of  her  reign  acted  against  the  efficient  carry¬ 
ing  out  of  the  act,  and,  as  a  result,  its  effect  was  minimal. 

Militarily,  at  the  beginning  of  Elizabeth's  reign,  England  was 
behind  other  European  countries,  and  they  were  aware  of  this  fact. 

The  Reverend  William  Harrison,  a  contemporary  of  the  Queen's,  made  note 


of  the  above  in  1588. 

How  well,  and  how  strongly  our  country  hath  been  furnished, 


^Ibid .  ,  p,  151. 

^Fortesque,  ££.  ci t .  ,  p.  119, 
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See  above,  p.  19. 
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North  and  South  Wales,  Lancaster  and  Chester. 
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in  times  past,  with  armour  and  artillery,  it  lieth  not  in  me,  as 
of  myself  to  make  rehearsal. 

Yet  that  it  lacked  both,  in  the  late  time  of  Queen  Mary;  not 
only  the  experience  of  mine  elders,  but  also  the  talk  of  certain 
Spaniards,  not  yet  forgotten,  did  leave  someTnanifes t  notice. 

Upon  the  first,  I  need  not  stand:  for  few  will  deny  it. 

For  the  second,  I  have  heard  that  when  we  of  the  greatest  Peers 
of  Spain  espied  our  nakedness  in  this  behalf,  and  did  solemnly 
suffer  in  no  obscure  place,  that  "It  should  be  an  easy  matter, 
in  short  time,  to  conquer  England;  because  it  wanted  armour!" 

His  words  were  then  not  so  rashly  suffered,  as  they  were  politically 
noted . 

Apparently  Elizabeth  also  realised  the  situation,  for  arms  were  hastily 

81 

purchased  in  vast  quantities  in  Flanders.  In  St.  James  Park  1400 

men  exercised,  equipped  by  the  city  with  caliver,  pike  and  halberd. 

82 

Outside  of  London  the  arquebus  was  still  rare,  but  bows  and  bills 

83 

began  slowly  to  make  way  for  pikes  and  firearms. 

By  1588  the  bow  was  distinctly  obsolete.  In  some  regions  there 
were  no  bowmen  in  the  shire  levies,  only  pikes  and  arquebusiers  or 
caliver-men.  This  was  the  case  in  Cambridgeshire,  Huntingdonshire  and 
Weltshire.  In  London,  not  one  of  the  regular  trainbands  had  a  bow, 
and  of  the  4000  supplementary  untrained  men  only  800  were  scheduled  as 


80 

W.  Harrison,  Elizabeth  arms  England ,  which  Mary  has  left 
defenceless ,  (1587)  ,  as  quoted  in  Social  England  Illustrated ,  A.  Land 
(ed.),  (New  York:  E.  P.  Dutton  and  Co.,  1924),  p.  103. 
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Fortesque,  ££.  ci t .  ,  p.  128. 

82H.  D.  Traill  and  J.  S.  Mann,  (ed.),  Social  England,  (New 
York:  G.  P.  Putnam's  Sons,  1902),  Vol.  II,  p.  624. 
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Fortesque,  ^£.  ci t .  p.  133. 
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archers.  In  the  Midlands  and  the  North  the  proportion  of  bows  to 

firearms  ranged  from  a  third  to  a  fifth,  but  always  the  bow  was  in  the 

minority,  and  only  in  the  counties  of  Buckinghamshire  and  Oxfordshire 

85 

was  there  a  slight  majority  of  archers. 

Even  so  the  use  of  the  bow  died  hard,  for  the  controversy  of 

the  gun  versus  the  long  bow  extended  over  a  period  of  centuries.  Hale 

claims  that  this  controversy  began  in  earnest  in  the  1540's  with  the 

87 

publication  of  Roger  Ascham's  Toxophilus  which  gave  an  account  of 
the  glorious  history  of  the  bow,  followed  by  an  essay  on  how  best  to 
employ  it.  In  defending  the  bow  Ascham  demonstrated  the  trend  which 
did  not  allow  for  the  controversy  to  be  conducted  on  a  purely  technical 
level.  Charged  with  emotional  issues,  archery  was  presented  as  a  God- 
given  protection  against  vice.  Ascham  described  it  as  wholesome,  moder¬ 
ate,  and,  an  exercise  that  took  men  out  into  the  fresh  air  and  away  from 
the  temptation  to  spend  their  leisure  hours  in  vicious  pastimes  such 
as  unlawful  games,  namely,  cards  and  dice. 

Gamninge  hath  ioyned  with  it,  a  vayne  presente  pleasure,  but 
there  foloweth,  losse  of  name,  losse  of  goodes ,  and  winning  of  an 
hundred  gowtie,  drosy  diseases,  as  every  man  can  tell.  Shoting 
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Oman,  0£.  cit . ,  p.  381. 


85Ibid. 
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Sir  J.  Smy the ,  Certain  Discourse  Military ,  ed .  by  J.  F.  Hale 
(The  Folger  Shakespeare  Library,  New  York:  Cornell  University  Press, 
1964) . 
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Ascham,  ££.  cit . 
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is  a  peynfull  pastime,  wherof  foloweth  health  of  body  quiknes  of 
witte,  habilitie  to  defende  oure  countrye  as  our  enemies  can  beare 
recorde . 
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Ascham  dedicated  his  work  to  Henry  VIII,  who  he  knew  to  be  an 
89 


enthusiastic  archer 


He  speaks  French,  English  and  Latin,  and  a  little  Italian;  plays 
well  on  the  lute  and  harpsichord,  sings  from  books  at  sight,  draws 
the  bow  with  greater  strength  than  any  other  man  in  England  and 
jousts  marvelously . 90 

He  also  called  on  others  in  the  king's  court  to  set  an  example  to  the 
rest  of  the  community. 

For  if  but  two  or  three  noblemen  in  the  court  would  but  begin  to 
shoot,  all  young  gentlemen,  the  whole  court,  all  London,  the  whole 
realm,  would  straightway  exercise  shooting.  1 

Sir  Thomas  Elyot,  in  his  book  The  Governor,  may  have  also  been  motivated 

to  write  on  this  subject  because  of  the  king's  interest  in  archery. 

The  boy  king  Edward  VI  was  also  very  interested  in  archery,  and 


he  himself  recorded,  in  his  journal,  a  challenge  issued  in  the  Spring 


of  1551. 

...a  challenge  made  by  me,  that  I,  with  16  of  my  chamber,  should 
run  at  base,  shoot,  and  run  at  ring  with  any  17  of  my  servants, 
gentlemen  in  the  court. 92 


88  ...  m 

Ibid . ,  p .  51 . 

89Ibid. ,  pp.  13-15. 

90 

Letters  and  Papers  cvp.  cit . ,  Vol.  II.,  Pt.  1.,  p.  117. 

9  •’■Rev.  Dr.  Giles,  The  Whole  Works  of  Roger  Ascham,  (London: 
J.  R.  Smith,  1864),  Vol.  III.,  p.  146. 

9^J.  G.  Nichols  (ed.)  ,  Literary  Remains  of  King  Edward  the 
Sixth,  (New  York:  Burt  Franklin,  MDCCCLVII) ,  Vol.  1,  p.  310. 
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The  result  of  the  archery  contest  was  that  the  king  lost  at  rounds  and 

93 

won  at  rovers.  This  interest  in  archery  by  the  male  monarchs  of  six¬ 
teenth  century  England  gave  the  supporters  of  the  bow  a  definite  upper 
hand  in  the  early  period  of  the  controversy. 

However,  it  was  not  until  1574,  three  years  after  a  revival 

of  the  Henrican  statute,  that  a  detailed  literary  debate  on  the  rival 

94 

merits  of  the  gun  and  bow  began.  The  debate  reached  its  height  in 
the  1590's  with  the  publication  of  Sir  John  Smythe's  Certain  Discourses 
Military  and  Humphrey  Barwick's  A  Brief  Discourse  Concerning  the  Force  and 
Effect  of  All  Manual  Weapons  of  Fire . 

Briefly,  Smythe  claimed  that  archers  could  take  better  aim 
as  the  arquebusier  was  only  accurate  at  point-blank  range,  shooting 
wildly  at  anything  over  one  hundred  yards.  He  attacked  the  reliability 
of  the  firearm  as  wet  weather  spoiled  the  powder,  windy  or  rainy  weather 
extinguished  the  match,  the  piece  fouled  and  clogged  easily  and  it  was 
difficult  to  repair.  The  soldier  was  also  liable  to  mishandle  his 


Shooting  at  rounds  is  a  shot  at  a  target,  or  any  other  similar 
object,  circumscribed  with  circles  of  different  diameters  fixed  to 
a  butt..  «  He  who-  lodges  his  arrow  nearest  the  centre  wins.  The  object, 
in  this  case,  as  well  as  the  distance  is  always  certain;  but  at 
rovers. everything  differs:  the  mark  is ; a k tree ,  a  gate  or  any  given 
field  object  that  occurs;  the  distance  is  greater,  and  the  arrows 
being  discharged  with  a  considerable  elevation,  the  place  of  their 
fall,  with  regard  to  the  mark,  determines  the  merit  of  the  shot. 

The  person  who  wins  has  a  right  to  name  the  next  mark;  so  that  the 
term  seems  to  be  derived  from  the  roving  of  the  shooters  from  one 
object  to  another  (definitions  quoted  from  Ibid.,  p.  ccxix). 
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Smythe,  o£.  cit . ,  p.  xlv. 
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weapon  in  the  excitement  of  the  battle,  and  the  weight  of  the  musket 
and  arquebus  tired  out  the  soldier  on  the  march,  and  rendered  his  aim 
unsteady.  In  battle  formation  the  arquebusiers  could  stand  no  more  than 
two  deep,  archers  eight  or  ten  deep,  and  the  latter  were  much  better 
able  to  defend  themselves  against  cavalry.  Lastly,  Smythe  argued  that 
a  bowman  could  fire  six  aimed  shots  a  minute,  which  compared  more  than 
favourably  with  an  arquebusier,  who  could  discharge  only  one  in  two  or 
three  minutes . 

Barwick,  in  reply,  stated  that  archers  were  no  longer  accurate 

shooters  at  long  range,  as  their  art  had  decayed.  In  answering  the 

attack  on  the  reliability  of  the  gun,  he  pointed  out  that  bad  weather 

also  adversly  affected  the  bow's  string  and  the  arrow's  feathers.  He 

claimed  that  archers  could  be  just  as  nervous  as  arquebusiers  in  battle, 

and  as  the  bowmen  needed  his  strength  to  draw  his  bow,  he  was  far  more 

dependent  on  being  physically  fit  and  unfatiqued  than  the  arquebusier. 

He  admitted  that  the  archers  could  be  drawn  up  in  more  ranks,  but,  those 

deeper  than  the  second  had  to  shoot  at  random  without  taking  aim.  On 

the  question  of  rapidity  of  fire,  Barwick  claimed  that  there  had  been 
95 

improvement  ,  and  that  with  practice  it  would  continue  to  improve. 

96 

There  were  many  other  writers  who  took  part  in  this  debate, 
but  the  above  were  perhaps  the  most  outspoken  defenders  of  the  opposing 
schools  of  thought.  In  1595,  however,  it  appeared  that  the  bow  was 

9  5 

Barwick  stated  a  rate  of  40  shots  per  hour. 

96See  especially  Mathew  Sutcliffe,  The  Practice,  Proceedings , 
and  the  Laws  of  Arms ,  1593  and  Sir  Roger  Williams,  A  Brief  Discourse 
of  War ,  1590 . 
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finished,  as  in  that  year  the  Privy  Council  declared  that  archers  were 

no  longer  to  be  accepted  as  trained  men  in  the  counties.  Nevertheless, 

the  Henrician  statute  of  1542  remained,  and  in  1609  it  was  again  revived 

The  defenders  of  the  bow  had  in  their  favour  the  fact  that  the  price 

97 

of  the  bow  was  low  and  fixed  by  statute.  Individuals  and  even  local 
authorities  were  deterred  by  the  thirty  to  forty  shillings  for  a  musket 
and  the  cost  of  powder  and  ball  necessary  to  keep  a  man  in  good  practice 
Even  so,  regardless  of  the  literature  written  by  the  supporters  of  the 
long  bow,  the  use  of  hand  firearms,  in  the  training  of  the  shire  levies 
was  a  reality  by  the  1590's. 

But  apart  from  the  aspects  of  cost,  military  strategy,  and  the 
traditional  and  moral  attributes  of  the  long  bow,  there  were  other 
features  of  sixteenth  century  life  which  made  for  the  continued  banning 
of  games.  As  mentioned,  the  bow  was  treated  as  a  moral  as  well  as  mili¬ 
tary  weapon,  in  that  it  was  associated  with  divine  service  and  the  avoid 
ance  of  vice. 

The  Sabbath  day  was  not  so  profaned  when  this  exercise  was  used, 
for  then  the  country  farmers  and  yeomen .. .with  their  sons  and  men- 
servants,  notwithstanding  they  dwelt  far  from  their  parish  churches, 
yet  would  they  take  their  bows  and  arrows  for  their  recreation  and 
exercise,  and  so  shoot  to  their  parish  churches  and  go  to  devine 
service,  both  morning  and  evening. 99 


^  see  8  Elizabeth  c.  10  (1566). 

98 

Smythe,  0£.  cit .  ,  p.  1. 

^William  Meade,  The  Double-Armed  Man ,  (London  1625)  as  quoted 
in  Smythe,  ££.  cit. ,  p.  xlii. 
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The  vices  that  were  avoided  by  the  practice  of  archery  were  the  "immoral" 

amusements  like  cards,  tennis,  bowls,  dice,  quoits  and  football.  Robert 

Crowley,  in  his  Epigrams ,  published  in  1550,  gives  an  insight  as  to  the 

official  views  on  bowling. 

Two  sorts  of  Allayes 
in  London  I  finde;- 
The  one  agaynste  the  lawe, 

and  the  other  againste  kinde 
Thr  firste  is  where  bowlinge 
forbidden,  men  vse, 

And,  wastynge  theyr  goodes , 
do  their  laboure  refuse 
But  in  London  (alas'. ) 

some  men  are  devillishelye 
Suffered  to  professe  it, 
as  an  arte  to  lyve  by. 

Well,  I  wyll  saye  no  more, 
but  suche  as  lyve  so, 

And  officers  that  suffer  them, 
shall  togither  go 
To  Satan  their  rise, 

For  of  God  they  are  not, 

Who  commaundeth  to  laboure 
syne  dayes ,  ye  wotte, 

And  the  seventh  he  commaundeth 
All  menne  to  sanctifie, 

In  beynge  well  occupied, 

And  not  idlelye.  ^0 

Stubbes,  in  his  work  The  Anatomie  of  Abuses , was  much  more  blatant 
in  his  attack  on  the  "immoral"  games. 

Any  exercise  which  wdraweth  us  from  godlines,  either  upon  y 
Sabaoth,  or  any  other  day  els,  is  wicked  and  to  be  forbidden.  Now 


■^Oj.  W.  Cowper  (ed.)  ,  The  Selected  Works  of  Robert  Crowley , 

(London:  N.  Taubner  and  Co.,  MDCCCLXXII) ,  pp.  9,  10. 

Stubbes,  The  Anatomie  of  Abuses ,  (London;  Richard  Jones  1583). 
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who  is  so  grosly  blinde,  y  saeth  nol,  y  these  aforesaid  exercises 
not  only  wdraw  us  from  godlines  and  vertue,  but  also  haile  and 
allure  us  to  wickedness  and  sin:  for  us  concerning  football  playing: 

I  protest  unto  you,  it  may  rather  be  called  a  friendly  kinde  of  fight, 
then  a  play  or  recreation . ^2 

He  also  attacked  the  games  of  cards,  dice,  tables  and  bowls,  but  only 
in  so  far  as  that  there  was  an  element  of  gambling  attached  to  these 
games . 


God:  But  to  play  for  lucre  of  gaine  and  to  desire  onely  of  his 
Brothers  substance  (rather  than  for  any  other  cause''  it  is  at  no 
hand  lawfull,  or  to  be  suffered. 

For  as  it  is  not  lawful  to  robbe,  steale  and  purloine  by  deceit, 
or  slaight,  so  is  it  not  lawful  to  get  thy  Brothers  goods  from  him, 
by  carding,  dicing,  tableing,  bowling  or  any  other  kynd  of  thefte, 
for  these  players  are  no  better,  nay  worser  than  ope  theft,  for  ope 
thefte  every  man  can  be  ware  of,  but  this  being  a  craftie  pollitick 
theft,  and  comoly  don  under  pretece  of  friendship,  few,  or  none  at 
all  can  beware  of  it.  ^3 

The  text  of  the  acts  declaring  the  ban  on  these  games  also  clearly 
demonstrated  the  adverse  way  in  which  these  activities  were  viewed  by 
a  powerful  section  of  sixteenth  century  society. 

And  also  by  meanes  and  occasion  of  custumable  usaige  of  Teynes 
Play  Bowles  Closshe  and  other  unlawfull  games  phibett  by  many  good 
and  beneficiall  estatutes  by  auctorite  of  pliament  in  that  behalf 
pvided  and  made  grete  impovisshement  hath  ensued;  And  many  heynous 
Murdurs  Robes  and  Felonnes  be  comitted  and  done,  And  also  the  devyne 
by  suche  missedoers  on  holy  and  festivall  dayes  not  herd  or  solemp- 
nised  to  the  high  displeasure  of  Almyghty  God.  ^4 

The  notion  expressed  was  that  where  men  gathered  to  participate  in  these 


102Ibid.  ,  p.  218. 

103 

UJIbid. ,  p.  205. 

104 


3  Henry  VIII.  c.  3,  see  also  6  Henry  VIII.  c.  2. 
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games  "grette  Impoverysshment  hath  ensued  and  many  heynous  murderes 
robres  and  felonys  be  comytted  and  done."^"*  It  is  interesting  to  note 
that  gaming  was  considered  a  diversion  among  gentlemen^8  but  a  per¬ 
nicious  vice  among  "the  inferior  sort  of  people. 

The  playing  of  unlawful  games  was  also,  very  early  in  the  cen¬ 


tury,  linked  with  the  problems  of  vagrancy. 


108 


These  problems  had  been 


109 


very  real  during  the  medieval  period,  however,  by  Elizabeth's  time 
they  had  increased  by  such  an  alarming  extent  that  the  regulation  of 
vagrants  was  one  of  the  chief  issues  which  confronted  the  government. 
Idleness  was  considered  a  high  offence  against  the  public  economy^^ 
and  by  the  mid-century  vagrants  were  being  defined  in  terms  of  participa¬ 


tion  in  the  banned  games . 


Among  rogues  and  idle  persons  ,  finally  we  find  to  be  comprised 
all  proctors  that  go  up  and  down  with  counterfeit  licences  ,  cozeners 
and  such  as  gad  about  the  country  using  unlawful  games,  practisers 
of  physiognomy  and  palmistry,  tellers  of  fortune,  fencers,  players, 
minstrels,  jugglers,  pedlars,  tinkers,  pretended  scholars,  shipmen, 


1056  Henry  VIII.  c.  2. 

106 

G.  Jacob,  The  Common  Law  Common- Placed ,  (London: E.  &  R. 

Nutt,  and  R.  Gosling  1726),  p.  137. 

107w.  Blackstone,  Commentaries  on  the  Laws  of  England ,  (Oxford: 
Clarendon  Press,  M.  DCC .  LXIX)  ,  Bk.  IV,  p.  171. 

108see  19  Henry  VII.  c.  12. 

1  09 

M.  St.  Clare  Byrne,  Elizabethan  Life  in  Town  and  Country , 
(University  Paperbacks,  London:  Methuen,  1961^  ,  p.  112. 

^■^Blacks  tone  ,  o£.  cit .  ,  p.  169. 
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prisoners  gathering  for  fees,  and  others,  so  oft  as  they  be  taken 
without  sufficient  licence.  m 

The  resultant  legislation  against  vagrancy,  therefore,  contained 
sections  decrying  the  use  of  unlawful  games.  By  enforcing  these  laws 
Tudor  monarchs  may  have  hoped  to  repress  the  vagrant  and  force  him  into 
more  useful  activities.  Henry  VIII  declared  that  vagrants  caught  indulg¬ 
ing  in  illegal  pastimes  were  to  be  sentenced  to  serve  as  rowers  in  the 
galleys  of  the  English  navy. 

Mandate  to  the  mayor  and  sheriffs  of  London  to  proclaim  that, 
being  informed  that,  notwithstanding  wholesome  laws  to  preserve 
the  people  from  idleness,  "the  mother  and  root  of  all  mischiefs," 
there  remain,  especially  about  London,  a  great  number  of  "ruffyns 
and  vagabonds  ,"  able  to  work  but  living  by  theft  and  falsehood  in 
play,  whereby  simple  young  men  are  polled  and  undone,  and  by  "other 
detestable  vices  and  fashions  commonly  used  at  the  Banke  and  such 
like  naughty  places,  where  they  much  haunt  and  in  manner  lie  nightly 
for  the  accomplishment  and  satisfying  of  their  vile,  wretched,  and 
filthy  purposes,"  the  King  intends  to  use  all  such  "ruffyns,  vaga- 
bondes ,  masterless  men,  common  players  and  evil  disposed  persons 
"to  serve  him  in  these  wars  in  certain  galleys  to  be  armed  forth 
before  1  June  next;  and  he  commands  that  no  person  shall  name  any 
man  to  be  his  servant  who  is  not  his  household  servant,  bailiff, 
keeper  or  other  lawful  servant. 

Degrading  as  these  games  may  have  been,  they  were  only  so, for 

113 

those  whose  income  was  less  than  £100.  For  those  whose  yearly  income 
exceeded  £100  licences  could  be  obtained  for  the  playing  of  cards, 
tables,  dice,  bowls,  tennis,  hand  in  and  hand  out,  and  other  outlawed 
games . 


Harrison,  Description  of  England ,  1587  ,  (2nd  edition)  , 
quoted  in  J.  Wilson,  Life  in  Shakespear 's  England ,  (Penguin  1964) ,  p.  300. 

^^Letters  and  Papers,  op .  ci t .  ,  Vol.  SS  (1N  ,  812,  p.  402. 
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see  33  Henry  VIII.  c.  9. 
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A  licence  for  one  Rauf  Gonche  to  keep  the  games  of  bowling, 
cardes ,  dise,  tables  and  tennis  within  a  town  called  Teryn  in  Corne- 
wall.  At  the  suit  of  William  Reslaymer,  page,  and  preferred  by 
Mr.  Harbett .  1 14- 


Licence  to  the  queen's  servant,  John  Reynoldes ,  one  of  the  mar¬ 
shals  of  her  hall,  and  Jank  his  wife,  for  life  in  survivorship  to 
use  the  game  and  pastime  of  "hand  out,"  outherwise  called  "black 
and  whyte"  in  any  of  their  dwelling  places  within  the  city  of  London 
for  the  recreation  of  all  manner  of  the  queen's  subjects,  prentices, 
servants  and  other  young  and  light  persons  only  excepted. 

Licence  for  life  for  Edward  Roberts  to  have  the  "pastyme  of 
bowlynge"  at  his  house  in  the  city  or  suburbs  of  London  for  the 
recreation  of  the  queen's  subjects,  prentices  and  lewed  persons 
onlie  except. 

Such  licences  could  be  obtained  if  the  right  securities  were  given,  and 
thus  people  were  able  to  legally  contravene  the  law.^^  Gaming-houses, 
bowling-alleys  and  tennis  courts  were  licensed,  bales  of  dice  were 


approved  and  sealed,  and  playing  cards  were  sold-  all  under  monopolies 

118 

granted  by  royal  patents.  The  action  of  the  Crown  in  granting  such 

patents  was  dictated  by  a  variety  of  motives ,  in  particular  the  rewarding 

11 

of  servants,  the  gratifying  of  favourites,  and  the  raising  of  revenue. 


^ ^Letters  and  Papers ,  ££ .  ci t .  ,  Vol .  XXI ,  (II)  ,  199 ,  p .  88 . 

■'"'^Calendar  of  the  Patent  Rolls  ,  (London:  1937)  ,  Philip  and  Mary, 
Vol.  1,  1553-1554,  pp .  383-4. 

116Ibid. ,  Elizabeth,  Vol.  1,  1558-1560,  p.  322. 

^"A  licence  is  a  Power  given  to  a  Man  to  do  a  lawful  Act, 
without  which  he  could  not  to  it,"  Jacob,  £p.  cit.  ,  p.  305. 

Aydelotte,  Elizabethan  Rogues  and  Vagabonds ,  (New  York: 
Barnes  and  Woble,  1967) ,  p.  103. 

Lipton,  The  Economic  History  of  England ,  (London:  Adam  and 
Charles  Black,  1961),  Sixth  edition,  Vol.  Ill,  pp.  335-6. 
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120 

It  was  an  age  which  loved  gaming  ,  and  so  the  royal  patents 

which  granted  the  monopolies  which  protected  gaming  yielded  a  considerable 

revenue  to  the  f avourit  es  of  the  Crown.  During  the  reign  of  Elizabeth 

121 

very  little  of  the  money  so  reaped  went  into  the  royal  coffers. 

However,  from  the  manufacture  of  cards  and  dice  the  Exchequer  secured 
the  trading  profits  of  the  industry.  The  London  Company  of  Playing- 
cards  Markers  obtained  a  monopoly  to  produce  cards  and  dice,  but  the 

Crown  granted  this  patent  in  return  for  the  right  to  handle  their 

.  122 
goods  , 


Revenue  for  the  Exchequer  was  also  obtained  from  the  enforcement 

of  these  statutes,  for  those  prosecuted  usually  incurred  a  fine. 

For  harbouring  players  of  unlawful  games:  John  Raynforth,  Evan 
Garnet,  John  Bawen ,  Henry  Wasshynton,  Thomas  Lathom,  Evan  Glupt, 

Henry  Shurlakers  (12d.  each). 123 

There  is,  in  fact,  good  reason  to  believe  that  during  the  latter  part  of 

the  sixteenth  century,  the  reason  for  enforcing  the  gaming  regulations 

124 

were  less  military  than  moral  and  mercenary.  As  the  bow  succumbed 

to  the  gun  the  legislation  came  to  be  regarded  more  as  the  means  to 
suppress  immoral  games  and  pastimes  and  raise  revenue. 


120 


121 


Aydelotte,  ££.  cit . ,  p.  104 
Lipon,  o£.  cit . ,  p.  356. 


122 

Ibid.  ,  p.  373. 


123 


F.  A.  Bailey  (ed.)  ,  A  Selection  from  the  Prescot  Court  Leet  and 


Other  Records  1447-1600,  (The  Record  Society  of  Lancashire  and  Cheshire, 
T937T,  P.  119. 

■^^l,  Boynton,  The  Elizabethan  Militia  1558-1638,  (London: 
Routledge  and  Kegan  Paul,  1967) ,  p.  67. 
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CHAPTER  III 


SIXTEENTH  CENTURY  LAW  ENFORCEMENT  AGENCIES 
RESPONSIBLE  FOR  THE  GAMING  LEGISLATION 


Before  attempting  to  examine  the  success  or  failure  of  the 
acts  relating  to  gaming  it  is  felt  necessary  that  certain  aspects  of 
the  legal  procedure,  where  they  are  directly  concerned,  should  be 
discussed.  According  to  the  statutes  and  proclamations  the  main  insti¬ 
tutions  which  existed  in  the  sixteenth  century  to  investigate  and  prosecute 
those  who  were  charged  with  indulging  in  unlawful  games  or  neglecting 
their  archery  practice,  were  the  court  leets  and  the  justices  of  the  peace. 

For  Reformacon  whereof  be  it  enacted  by  the  Kinge  our  Soveraigne 
Lorde  withe  thassent  of  the  Lordes  spuall  and  temporall  and  the 
Comons  in  this  psent  Parliament  assembled  and  by  auctoritie  of  the 
same,  that  all  and  singuler  the  Justices  of  Peace  within  any  Shiere 
Cittie  Boroughe  or  Place  within  this  Realme  of  Englande  Wales  or 
any  other  the  Kinges  Dvions ,  shall  yerely  at  the  Sevall  Sessions 
of  the  Peace  to  be  houlden  vent  after  the  feast  of  Easter,  assemble 
them  selves  together,  that  is  to  saye  everie  nomber  of  them  within 
the  lymitte  of  their  Comissions  wherein  they  be  named  Justice  of 
Peace,  and  at  and  uppon  suche  their  assemblye  shall  diligentlye 
together  amonges  them  selfes  puse  examyne  studie  and  knowe  theffecte 
and  hvee  intente  of  the  lawes  Statute  ordynnce  and  pvisions  hereafter 
spified;  That  is  to  say  the  lawes  and  Statute  heretofore  made  and 
pvided  concninge  or  in  any  wise  towchinge  vacabounde  Reteyners  givinge 
lyveries  signes  tokens  or  badges  mayntennce  ymbracerie  Bowstaves 
and  Archerie  unlawfull  Games  forestallers  and  Regrators  vittayle 
vittayless  and  Inholders  and  everie  of  them,  and  of  all  Statute  and 
lawes  made  in  this  psent  Parliament  touchinge  the  same  or  any  of 
them;  and  after  the  pusinge  and  delibate  under standinge  of  the  saide 
lawes  statute  and  ordynnce,  they  shall  devise  amonges t  themself es 
howe  the  same  may  be  best  putt  in  due  and  just  execucon.^^ 


1  2  S 

33  Henry  c.  10.  (1541-2  An  Acte  concerninge  the  Execucon 

of  certayne  Statute).  See  also  3  Henry  VIII.  c.  3,  6  Henry  VIII.  c.  2, 
and  33  Henry  VIII.  c.  9. 
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The  works  of  sixteenth  century  legal  writers  give  an  insight  into  the 
workings  of  the  court  leet  and  its  responsibilities. 

Also  you  shall  inquire  whether  everyone  have  bow  and  arrows, 
according  to  the  statute  (33  Henry  VIII.  cap.  9)  or  no;  for  every 
man-child  from  seven  years  old  to  seventeen,  ought  to  have  a  bow 
and  two  arrows;  and  every  man  from  seventeen  to  three  score,  ought 
to  have  a  bow  and  four  arrows,  upon  pain  of  6s.  8d .  for  every  default 
and  parents  ought  to  provide  them  for  their  children,  and  masters 
for  their  servants,  with  their  wages,  or  else  they  ought  to  undergo 
the  penalty  thereof. 

Also  for  the  exercise  of  archers  in  shooting  at  times  convenient, 
there  ought  to  be  butts  made  in  every  tything,  village  and  hamlet, 
or  else  the  tything  &  c.  ought  to  lose  20s.  for  every  three  months 
wanting  butts  there  (33  Henry  VIII.  cap.  9) . 

Also  you  shall  inquire  if  any  alehouse-keeper  or  other  person 
do  keep  any  unlawful  games  in  his  or  their  houses  or  elsewhere,  as 
cards,  dice,  talbes ,  loggets  ,  quoits,  bowls,  or  such  like:  in  this 
case  the  housekeeper  loseth  for  every  day  40s.  and  every  player 
6s.  8d .  for  every  time. 

Mayors,  bailiffs,  sheriffs,  constables  and  other  local  officials 
were  also  responsible  for  the  enforcement  of  these  statutes,  however, 
it  would  appear  that  they  worked  through  the  court  leet  and  the  sessions 
of  the  justices.  In  an  effort  to  ensure  that  these  officers  carried 
out  the  letter  of  the  law,  fines  were  imposed  upon  them  for  neglect. 

And  if  the  saide  Mayors  Sheriffe  Bayliffe  Constables  (and) 
other  head  Offycers  within  their  Citties  Burroughes  and  Townes, 
as  well  within  Fraunchises  as  without,  doe  not  make  due  searche  at 
the  further st  once  everie  moneth  yf  the  case  soe  requyre  accordinge 
to  the  tenor  of  this  Acte,  and  doe  not  execute  the  same  in  all 
things  accordinge  to  the  purporte  and  force  of  the  same,  that  then 
everie  suche  Mayor  Sherieff  Bayliff  Constable  or  other  head  Officer 


1  ?  6 

John  Kitchin,  John  Wilkinson. 

■^J.  Wilkinson,  The  Manner  and  Forme  how  to  keep  a  Court  Leete 
(London  1620^  quoted  by  J.  Harland  (ed.)  ,  A  Volume  of  Court  Leet  Records 
of  the  Manor  of  Manchester  in  the  Seventeenth  Century,  (Chetham  Society, 

MDCCCLXIV) . ,  p.  33. 


■ 

■ 


37 


to  paye  &  forfeyte  for  everie  Moneth  not  makinge  suche  searche  nor 
executinge  the  same  fourty  shillinge . 128 

Also,  from  time  to  time  special  commissions  were  established  to  inves¬ 
tigate  the  use  of  bows  and  the  playing  of  illegal  games. 

One  such  commission  was  directed  in  November  1527  "to  search 
the  barns  and  stacks  and  at  the  same  time  to  put  into  execution  the 

129 

Statute  of  Winchester,  and  those  against  vagabonds  and  unlawful  games." 

An  interesting  trial  which  arose  from  the  work  of  this  commission  was 

the  case  of  Bareth  and  Others  v.  Newby.  Newby  had  been  selling  his 

grain  to  strangers  dwelling  outside  his  shire,  and  act  which  was  contrary 

to  the  order  of  the  commission.  But,  in  order  to  bring  Newbury  within 

the  wide  net  of  the  commissioners’  powers  he  was  accused  of  indulgence 

130 

in  the  forbidden  games  of  tables,  dice  and  cards.  This  particular 

case  was  tried  in  the  Court  of  the  Star  Chamber,  however  this  situation 
appears  to  be  unique. 

It  is  in  the  records  of  the  court  leets  and  the  sessions  of  the  jus¬ 
tices  that  the  majority  of  these  cases  are  to  be  found.  These  institutions 
represented  the  old  and  the  new  concepts  of  law  enforcement  in  a  changing 
society.  The  court  leets,  with  their  view  to  frankpledge,  were  indicative 
of  a  law  enforcement  system  which  pre-dates  the  Norman  conquest  of 

12833  Henry  VIII.  c.  9.  Sect.  X. 

129I.  S.  Leadam  (ed.)  ,  Select  Cases  Before  the  King's  Council 
in  the  Star  Chamber,  (London:  Bernard  Quaritch  for  the  Seldon  Society, 

1911),  Vol .  II,  1509-1544,  p.  xxiii. 

130Ibid.,  p.  xxiv . 
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In  fact,  for  the  greater  part  of  English  history,  governments 
had  attempted  to  make  the  community  responsible  for  policing  itself. 

There  had  always  been  certain  accredited  peace  officers ,  but  for  the 
general  maintenance  of  order  and  the  pursuit  of  malefactors,  the  tradi¬ 
tional  method  was  that  each  man  should  be  his  brother's  keeper,  or  else 

131 

a  group  of  his  neighbours  was  answerable  for  each  person's  good  conduct. 

This  idea  of  group  responsibility  lay  the  basis  for  the  medieval 
system  of  the  frankpledge.  The  system,  although  by  no  means  uniform 
in  practice,  placed  a  large  proportion  of  the  population  in  tithing 

132 

groups,  at  the  head  of  which  was  a  tithing  man  or  "capital  pledge." 

It  was  applied  to  all  males  of  the  age  of  twelve  and  over,  except  those 
of  the  degree  of  knight  or  above,  clerks,  freeholders  whose  lands  were 
considered  a  sufficient  pledge,  and  women.  However,  it  supposedly 
conscripted  not  less  than  about  two  thirds  of  the  community  for  the 
maintenance  of  law  and  order. 

Twice  a  year,  at  Easter  and  Michaelmas,  the  sheriff  held  special 

sessions  of  the  hundred  court  which  seems  to  have  been  the  supervising 

authority  of  the  tithing.  During  the  session  the  view  to  frankpledge 
133 

was  held.  Its  object  was  to  ensure  that  every  qualified  male  was 
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C.  K.  Allen,  The  Queen ' s  Peace ,  (London:  Stevens  and  Sons  Ltd. 
1953) ,  p.  69. * 

132  u .  ,  ,, 

Ibid .  ,  p.  75 . 

*^In  many  parts  the  right  of  holding  the  view  was  a  private  fran¬ 
chise  as  it  was  regarded  as  a  valuable  source  of  revenue. 
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enrolled,  to  review  the  tithing' s  state  of  peace,  and  to  impose  penal¬ 
ties  for  sins  committed.  Included  in  the  view  itself  were  certain  regula¬ 
tions  which  the  inhabitants  of  the  area  swore  to  obey. 

&y  no  personne  from  hensfurthe  do  occupy  or  vse  eny  onleyffulles 
gamys  as  bowlles  cardes  tabulles  or  eny  other  vnleyfull  gamys  in 
peyn  of  every  offender  to  forfet  for  every  offence  xs.134 

&yt  nor  hear  after  commenly  vse  w1"  in  Stratford  eny  bowlynge 
nor  no  other  vnlawfull  games  in  ther  houses  in  peyn  of  the  ownares 
of  the  hous  to  forfet  vjs.  viijd.135 

&yt  all  &  every  Suche  persons  &  person  recevynge  or  Suffeynge 
eny  man  servant  to  occupy  eny  vnlaufull  games  in  his  or  ther  housses 
to  forfet  for  every  defalt  vjs.  viijd.l^b 

During  the  fourteenth  century  the  frankpledge  became  chiefly 

137 

identified  with  the  court  leet  ,  and  so  developed  into  a  part  of 
the  national  judicial  system.  The  jurisdiction  of  the  court  was  chiefly 
concerned  with  petty  infractions  and  nuisances  and  a  few  statutory 


offences.  These  statutes  included  the  power  to  enquire  into  such 

138  139 

offences  as  illegal  hunting  ,  fishing  ,  and  the  playing  of  unlawful 


134 

Minutes  and  Accounts  of  the  Coporation  of  Stratf ord-Upon 
Avon  and  Other  Records ,  1553-1620,  Vol.  1,  1553-1566,  transcribed  by  R. 
Savage,  (Oxford,  1921),  pp .  26-27. 
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Ibid . ,  p.  31 . 

Ibid . 

Allen,  ££.  cit .  ,  p.  78. 

See  Statutes  14  and  15  Henry  VIII. 


c . 


10  and  23  Elizabeth 
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See  Statute  1  Elizabeth  c.  17. 
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games.  Although  the  court  leet  survived  until  the  seventeenth  cen¬ 
tury  as  an  integral  part  of  the  legal  structure  of  England,  the  frank¬ 
pledge  was  in  a  state  of  decline  as  early  as  the  fourteenth. 

There  were  many  causes  for  this  decline.  Problems  of  lawless¬ 
ness,  the  war  with  France,  the  Black  Death  and  the  weakening  of  local 
control  due  to  the  disintegration  of  the  manorial  system  demonstrated 
the  total  incapacity  of  the  ancient  system  and  the  necessity  for  a 
regular  and  permanent  centralised  administration . The  older  system 
presented  opportunities  for  perjury  and  evasion,  and  while  it  remained 

extremely  active  with  regard  to  trifling  offences,  it  is  difficult  to 

142 

believe  it  was  very  successful  in  more  serious  forms  of  crime.  As 

a  result  two  or  three  of  "the  best  of  reputation"  in  the  countries  were 

to  be  assigned  as  keepers  of  the  peace  of  the  King's  commission. 

The  idea  of  the  officer  of  conservator  of  the  peace  was  not  new. 

Itinerant  justices  had  been  used  as  early  as  the  reign  of  Richard  I. 

But,  by  the  fourteenth  century,  it  had  become  apparent  that  the  King's 

peace  was  indispensable  and  the  only  solution  which  the  government 

could  devise  was  the  extension  of  the  powers  of  the  conservators  of  the 
143 

peace . 


^■^See  Statute  33  Henry  VIII.  c.  9. 

A.  Beard,  The  Office  of  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  England  in 
Its  Origins  and  Development,  (Burt  Franklin,  New  York,  1904) ,  pp .  33-35. 

^^Allen,  op.  cit.,  p.  79. 

Beard,  o£.  cit .  ,  p.  35. 
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By  the  mid-sixteenth  century  the  justices  were  the  main  police 
body,  and  during  the  century  attempts  were  made  to  make  the  office  a 
more  thorough  and  efficient  organization.  The  Crown  sought  to  compel 
the  justices  to  execute  the  laws  faithfully  and  to  provide  a  sure  remedy 


for  the  aggrieved. 


144 


A  law  required  a  clerk  of  the  peace  in  each 


shire  to  send,  to  the  King's  bench,  a  brief  transcript  of  every  indict- 

145 

ment,  attainder  ,  conviction,  and  outlawry  for  murder,  robbery,  felony, 
or  other  cause  made  before  the  justice  of  the  peace. 


work . 
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The  justices  also  became  specialized  and  localised  in  their 
They  were  ordered  to  divide  their  shires  into  districts  for 


the  better  enforcement  of  laws  against  vagabonds,  retainers,  unlawful 

147 


games,  fores tallers ,  and  regrators. 


At  least  two  justices  in  each 


district  were  to  hold  sessions  in  each  quarter  before  the  general  sessions, 

and  to  enquire  into  hear,  and  determine  all  offences.  This  local  work 

was  supervised  by  the  justice  of  assize,  who  could  inquire  into  the 

administration  of  the  justices  and  punish  them  for  neglect. 

During  the  sixteenth  century,  the  justices  took  over  a  large 

148 

portion  of  the  work  which  had  been  left  to  the  older  courts.  They 
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Ibid . ,  p.  76. 

^^The  consequences  of  a  sentence  of  death  or  outlawry  which 
may  have  resulted  in  a  forfeiture  of  an  estate,  corruption  of  the  blood 
or  the  extinction  of  civil  rights. 

^^Ibid .  ,  p.  77  . 

147  ibid. 

1^8Beard,  o£.  cit .  ,  p.  165. 
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assumed  control  over  the  licencing  and  conduct  of  public  houses,  and 
statute  law  gave  them  the  power  to  investigate  and  hear  cases  of  unlaw¬ 
ful  hunting  and  to  uphold  the  laws  regarding  the  playing  of  unlawful 
149 

games . 

There  were  few  financial  rewards  for  the  justice  of  the  peace, 

who  was  a  judge  in  session  and  a  detective- to-prosecutor  out  of  session. 

Nevertheless,  he  was  helped,  to  a  certain  extent,  by  local  officials 

whose  responsibilities  included  law  enforcement.  The  court  leet  had 

been  responsible  for  their  appointment,  but,  by  the  sixteenth  century, 

the  selection  of  these  petty  constables  was  made  by  the  justices  and 

they  became  little  better  than  "henchmen 

Even  so,  in  a  changing  society  the  justices,  and  the  still  remaining 

feudal  law  enforcement  agencies  could  not  cope  with  the  increasing 

lawlessness.  As  a  result  they  were  compelled  to  rely  extensively  on 

information  laid  in  the  King's  courts  by  private  persons  to  set  the 

law  in  motion.  In  order  to  make  such  public-spirited  action  more 

attractive, the  law  commonly  offered  half  the  appointed  fine  to  the 

151 

informer  for  his  pains.  It  was  also  common  for  an  aggrieved  gambler 

to  inform  on  his  or  her  accomplices  on  the  understanding  that  no  charges 
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See  such  acts  as  33  Henry  VIII.  c.  9,5  and  6  Edward  VI.  c.  25. 
*"“^Allen,  ££.  cit .  ,  pp.  94-96. 

^-^G.  L.  Elton,  "Informing  for  Profit:  A  Sidelight  on  Tudor 
Methods  of  Law  Enforcement,"  The  Cambridge  Historical  Journal ,  Vol.  xi , 
(1953-1955)  ,  p.  150. 
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would  be  brought  against  the  informer.  A  transcript  taken  from  the 
Essex  Quarter  Session  Records,  in  all  probability,  demonstrates  such  a 
court  action. 

The  Informcion  of  John  Plaile  of  Morton  in  the  said  Countie 
Carpenter  taken  on  oath  before  Sir  William  Masham  Bart  etc,  March 
11th  1635. 

He  saeth  about  three  weeks  or  a  month  since  he  and  some  others 
were  at  Play  at  Cards  in  George  Burrells  house  of  Morton,  and  stayed 
there  from  one  of  the  clock  tell  three  of  the  clock  in  the  afternone 
and  saeth  he  thinketh  there  was  about  xxtie  persons, 

Wm,  Masham 

The  Informacion  of  Margrett  the  wife  of  George  Burrell  of  Morton 
Tanner  taken  as  aforesaid. 

She  Confesseth  that  upon  Candlamas  Eve  last  there  was  foure 
strangers  came  into  her  house  and  played  there  at  Cards  and  dice; 

&  on  Candlemas  daye  that  there  was  divers  that  played  at  cards,  &  yt 
than  there  was  fidlinge  and  dancinge  in  the  house  and  further  saeth 
that  since  Chrismas  last  there  hath  bin  playing  at  slideboard. 

Wm.  Masham 

The  Examinacion  of  George  Burrell  of  George  Burrell  of  Morton 
Tannar  taken  before  Sir  Thomas  Barrington  Kt.  &  Bart,  and  Sir  William 
Masham  Bart.  etc.  |he  xiith  day  of  March  1635. 

He  confesseth  y  on  Candlemas  Eve  last  there  was  3  or  4  strangers 
came  into  his  house  and  played  there  at  cards  and  also  yt  on  Candlemas 
daye  last  there  was  much  companie  in  his  house  but  knoweth  of  noe 
play  nor  drinkinge,  and  about  a  month  since  he  saeth  there  came  to 
his  house  a  boye  with  a  Hobbyhorse  and  two  other  men  with  him  yt  shewd 
trickes  and  drew  much  Companie  to  his  house.  He  further  saeth  yt 
somtymes  his  Neighbors  come  in  &  play  a  game  or  two  at  slydegroate 
for  a  Jugg  of  beare  but  saeth  he  knoweth  of  noe  monie  played  for  att 
it. 152 


133 

The  records  of  the  Middlesen  Sessions'  Rolls  also  registers  the 
action  of  an  informer. 

7  July,  40  Elizabeth  -  Information,  by  John  Parsons  of  London 


152Guide  to  the  Essen  Quarter  Sessens  and  Other  Official  Records 
(Essen  Archaelogical  Society,  Colchester:  Wiles  and  Sons  Ltd.  1946),  p.  102. 

153j.  Jeaffreson,  Middlesen  County  Records ,  (London:  Middlesen 
County  Records  Society,  1886),  Vol.  1,  p.  296. 
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yoman ,  against  Hugh  Traps  of  St.  James's  parish  at  Clarkenwell  co. 
Midd .  gentleman,  for  keeping  on  1  May  40  Elizabeth  and  nineteen 
several  days  between  the  said  1st  of  May  and  the  said  7th  of  July, 
at  the  aforesaid  parish  "a  common  house  alley  or  place  of  Bowling 
...for  his  gaine  lucre  and  living." 

Nevertheless,  even  with  the  help  of  the  informer,  the  law  enforcement 

bodies  were  unable  to  deal  with  the  situation  as  demanded  of  them  by 

the  statutes  and  proclamations. 


' 

. 


CHAPTER  IV 


THE  EFFECTIVENESS  OF  THE  TUDOR  GAMING  LEGISLATION 

The  legislation  under  examination,  in  general,  attempted  to 
achieve  a  two- fold  purpose,  the  "mayntennce  of  artyllarie  and  debarringe 
of  unlawful  games."  In  an  effort  to  accomplish  this,  there  were,  within 
the  statutes  and  proclamations,  stringent  regulations.  Stipulations 
were  set  down  as  to  who  was  expected  to  possess  a  bow;  where  and  when 
practice  was  to  be  held;  who  was  to  set  up  and  maintain  archery  butts; 
the  type  of  bows  fletchers  were  to  make,  the  prices  the  bows  were  to  be 
sold  at,  and  where  fletchers  were  to  reside;  that  no  one  could  keep 
houses  for  unlawful  games  or  frequent  such  houses;  the  times  and  places 
when  certain  games  could  legally  be  played;  and,  finally,  the  regulations 
gave  to  certain  law  enforcement  agencies  the  power  to  execute  the  above. 

In  an  effort  to  determine  the  outcome  of  the  legislation's 

impact  on  Tudor  England  it  is  necessary  to  bear  in  mind  the  extent  to 

which  facilities,  within  the  contemporary  society,  could  enforce  the 

acts.  As  alluded  to  in  the  previous  chapter,  the  law  enforcement  bodies 

were  nowhere  near  adequate  to  compel  the  observance  of  these  or  any 

other  set  of  laws.  Until  the  development  of  a  modern  police  force  there 

was,  nowhere  in  the  country,  any  sure  shield  of  protection  for  law-abiding 

men.  Law  enforcement  grievously  lacked  the  support  of  public  opinion, 

154 

and,  in  fact,  there  was  a  reaction  that  glorified  the  brigands. 
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Allen,  Q£.  cit 


p.  97. 
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The  above  must  temper  any  discussion  pertaining  to  the  success  or  failure 
of  the  gaming  legislation. 

Another  aspect  which  must  be  examined  briefly  is  the  system 
of  fines  imposed  by  legislation  for  breaches  of  the  law.  The  penalties 
ranged  from  3s.  4d.  to  40s.  per  day.  The  fine  for  anyone  caught  without 
bow  and  arrows  was  6s.  8d .  per  month;  a  town  found  without  butts,  20s. 
per  three  months;  fletchers  found  without  the  right  bows,  3s.  4d.  for 
every  bow  lacking;  fletchers  detected  selling  bows  at  an  incorrect  price, 
20s.  for  every  bow  sold;  fletchers  found  living  outside  their  allottee 
area,  40s.  per  day;  people  exposed  keeping  a  house  for  unlawful  games, 

40s.  per  day;  people  caught  frequenting  such  houses,  6s.  8d.;  officials 
discovered  neglecting  their  duties,  40s.  per  month;  servants  and  artificers 
playing  outside  of  the  Christmas  period,  20s.  every  time  caught;  the 
playing  of  bowls  in  the  open,  6s.  8d .  every  time  detected. 155 

In  comparison  to  the  penalties  imposed  by  other  statutes  for 

breaches  of  the  law  the  above  fines  appear  to  be  moderate.  For  example, 

for  practising  as  a  physician  or  surgeon  in  London  without  the  approval 

156 

of  the  Bishop  of  London,  the  fine  was  £5.  A  person  caught  taking  a 

crane  or  bustard  egg  was  to  be  sentenced  to  one  year  imprisonment,  plus 
20d .  for  every  egg  taken.157  Closely  connected  to  the  gaming  acts  were 

155fines  taken  from  33  Henry  VIII.  c.  9. 

1563  Henry  VIII.  c.  11. 
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25  Henry  VIII.  c.  11. 
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those  which  tried  to  limit  the  use  of  handguns  and  crossbows,  and  the 

penalty  to  be  imposed  upon  an  unqualified  person  using  or  keeping 

such  weapons  was  £10.  To  a  certain  extent  Henry  was  consistent  in 

his  protection  of  monopolies,  for  a  person  caught  maintaining  a  gaming 

house  without  a  licence  the  fine  was  40s,  and  this  compares  with  the 

40s,  penalty  imposed  on  weavers  making  cloth  in  Worcestershire  outside 

of  certain  licensed  towns,  namely  Worcester,  Evesham,  Droitwiche,  Keder- 

159 

myuster  and  Bromysgrame. 

However  moderate  they  may  appear,  such  money  fines  could  be 

none  the  less  devastating  to  the  bulk  of  Englishmen  who  lived  in  the 

sixteenth  century.  Throughout  the  whole  of  the  fifteenth  century  prices 

had  remained  remarkably  stable,  while  wages  maintained  a  comparatively 

high  level  ;  however ,  by  the  1550's,  prices  had  increased  some  three 

160 

times  and  five  times  by  1600,  when  compared  with  1500.  On  the  other 

hand  wages  remained  stable  or  experienced  a  slight  slump,  resulting, 

in  many  cases,  in  what  must  have  been  a  catastrophic  fall  in  the  standard 
161 

of  living.  The  actual  wages  that  labourers  received  in  the  mid¬ 
sixteenth  century  were  so  low  that  in  many  cases  it  would  have  taken 
over  a  week's  salary  to  pay  for  even  the  smallest  breach  of  the  gaming 
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25  Henry  VIII.  c.  17. 

25  Henry  VIII.  c.  18. 

J.  Burnett,  A  History  of  the  Cost  of  Living, 

Ibid . 
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regulations.  Labourers  working  on  Hampton  Court  in  the  1540's  received 

6d .  per  day,  and  the  highest  paid  master  mason  only  earned  12d,  Skilled 

brick  layers,  plumbers  and  joiners  received  lOd.  and  painters  8d . ,  while 

1 62 

the  lowest  rate  for  the  unskilled  was  4d .  per  day.  During  the  same 
period  field  workers  made  2d.  to  3d.  a  day  with  meals,  threshers  3d. 

163 

to  7d.  according  to  the  quality  of  the  grain,  and  skilled  ledgers  6d . 

In  actual  practice,  however,  the  fines  imposed  did  not  follow  the  strict 
penalties  demanded  by  law. 

For  unlawful  gaming:  John  Taumes ,  Thomas  Lathome,  John  Royneforthe, 
Henry  Wasshington  (12d.  each). 164 

William  Ledebeter  sen.,  for  disobeying  the  lawful  orders  of  the 
Constables,  in  not  having  a  bow  and  arrows  according  to  the  statute 
( 12d . )  .  John  Ledebeter,  for  not  having  prepared  the  bow  and  arrows 
for  William  Ledebeter  before  a  certain  appointed  day  12d. 

166 

John  Pyke ,  for  allowing  gaming  in  his  house  (12d.). 

Ralph  Fletcher,  William  Wachefile,  Edward  Cowper ,  Thomas  Woodes's 
wife,  William  Carter,  Thomas  Angledales's  wife  "have  not  payed  their 
dewte  towardes  making  of  the  buttes  as  is  accustomed  in  the  Towne" 

(3d.  each).  ^7 


162Ibid. ,  p.  118. 

163Ibld.  .  p.  119, 

I  fi  A 

F .  A.  Bailey  (ed.)  ,  A  Selection  from  the  Prescot  Court  Leet 
and  Other  Records  1447-1600. ,  (Printed  for  the  Record  Society  of  Lancha- 
shire  and  Cheshire  1937)  ,  p.  127  (1555)  . 

^•^Ibid .  ,  p.  174,  (1569). 

166Ibid.  ,  p.  176,  (1570-1  . 

167Ibid.  ,  p.  138,  (15571 . 
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These  two  factors ,  the  lack  of  an  adequate  police  force  and 
the  discrepancy  between  the  actual  and  stated  fines,  seriously  jeopar¬ 
dized  the  degree  to  which  the  aims  of  the  statutes  and  proclamations 
could  be  achieved.  In  fact  many  contemporary  writers,  and  for  that 
matter  later  historians,  dismiss  the  legislation  as  being  unsuccessful, 
for  archery  did  decline  and  gaming  did  increase. 

A  letter  written  to  Henry  VIII  in  1538  by  an  unknown  author 
describing  the  city  and  monastery  of  Coventry  expresses  a  concern 
which  must  have  been  fairly  general. 

There  must  be  a  remedy  found  for  the  decay  of  cities  and  cor¬ 
porate  towns.  The  decay  of  Coventry  and  all  other  parts  of  the 
realm  is  for  lack  of  learned  men  to  be  on  their  councils,  and  adminis¬ 
ter  justice,  and  there  is  no  city  or  good  town  without  an  abbey  near 
it,  in  which  the  justices  might  sit.... Trade  is  decayed ... .Acts 
are  made  to  punish  vagabonds,  but  it  were  expedient  to  find  means 
to  set  them  to  work.  Acts  have  been  made  to  reform  part  of  these 
made  wares,  but  no  man  takes  pain  therein.  Unlawful  games  are  used, 
so  that  the  artillery  is  decayed.  Has  seen  10  or  12  companies  going 
shooting,  but  now  a  man  should  seek  through  the  city  or  he  could 
get  one  company  to  shoot  "half  take  pence."  They  should  be  reformed, 
for  unlawful  games  make  men  sit  at  the  alehouse,  when  they  have  a 
penny  to  spend,  and  they  care  not  what  inventions  they  imagine. 

169 

Sir  Thomas  Elyot  also  lamented  the  decay  of  archery  stating  that 
"we  make  ordinances,  laws,  and  statutes  to  further  the  use  of  longbows, 
but  we  mock  ourselves  by  failing  to  enforce  them." 

It  would  appear  that  gaming,  as  a  result  of  the  general  changes 
within  the  society,  was  on  the  increase,  and  even  the  clergy  reflected 
this  trend. 


16\etters  and  Papers,  op.  cit.,  Vol.  13,  Dec.  1538,  pp.  504-5. 
Hogrepe,  ££.  cit . ,  p.  182. 
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Articles  alleged  against  Sir  Lancelot  Pocoke ,  curate  at  Hunton, 

Kent,  before  John  Colepeper,  commissioner  of  the  peace,  4  May  30 
Henry  VIII,  by  the  oaths  of  Wm.  Ippynbery,  Thos .  Riche,  and  John 
Stodarde . 

That  he  said  on  Good  Friday  that  he  had  not  read  the  King's 
injunctions,  nor  would  read  them,  though  he  knew  they  had  been  out 
a  year  and  a  half.  That  he  commonly  lies  in  the  alehouse,  though 
he  might  be  in  the  parsonage  or  vicarage,  and  uses  unlawful  games 
contrary  to  the  said  injunctions.^® 

In  answer  to  this  problem  the  higher  clergy  issued  injunctions  against 

clergy  participation  in  these  games. 

All  the  clergy  to  have,  before  All  Saints  Fede  next,  the  New 
Testament  both  in  Latin  and  English,  and  daily  do  confer  together 
at  least  a  chapter  of  the  same.  Exhorts  them  also  to  learn  every 
day  a  part  of  it  by  heart,  and  to  avoid  taverns,  alehouses,  or 
suspicious  places,  and  the  playing  at  dice,  cards,  tables,  "or 
any  other  damned  or  unlawful  games. "171 

The  Reformed  Church  also  was  not  free  from  this  type  of  criticism. 

God  appointed  the  Sabbath  day,  for  which  we  hold  the  Sunday, 
which  our  forefathers  ordained  instead  of  the  Saturday,  that  people 
might  meet  in  the  temple  and  be  edified  by  the  preaching  of  God's 
word  in  their  mother  tongue,  but  not  to  keep  the  day  so  idly  but 
that  we  might  afterwards  do  any  needful  business.  Now,  by  our  bishops, 
every  forth  day  is  made  a  holy  day,  for  people  to  come  to  church 
to  an  invented  service  in  a  strange  tongue  and  depart,  empty  of  all 
spiritual  knowledge,  to  spend  the  rest  of  the  day  in  dice,  cards, 
dallying  with  women,  dancing  such  like;  but  if  any  man  work,  although 
his  living  compel  him,  "he  shall  be  punished  and  called  heretic 
too . "172 

Harrison,  in  1577,  like  many  of  his  contempories ,  expressed 
concern  at  the  decline  in  the  Englishman's  ability  to  use  the  long  bow. 


17^Letters  and  Papers,  op.  cit .  ,  Vol.  13,  July  1538,  p.  341. 

171rbid.,  p.  404. 
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Ibid.,  Vol.  xx,  pt.  2,  1545,  p.  347. 


.  .  ;■  ",  .  b  •  j  •- 


IlB  \Jqnr9 

rf3  joi.jIb  Jiow  n?.fi: 'Vi".  .  i  lud  ;93  eJ  :huQ  ;,n  ansb  tn  -  .  r  i /■  'r 
bst,29'iqx9  «  39  .rxoqnjsJ  100  iifi,  3o  vn  rr.  9 


.wod  gnol  srf3  98i  oo  \OiI^dB  nsffiifsJ  3  n1  j  >  >  9fi3  n.ooo 


51 


In  times  past  the  chief  force  of  England  consisted  in  their 

longbows.  But  now  we  have  in  manner  generally  given  over  that 

kind  of  artillery  and  for  longbows  indeed  do  practice  to  shoot  com- 

passl73  for  our  pastime,  which  kind  of  shooting  can  never  yield  any 

smart  stroke  nor  beat  down  our  enemies  as  our  countrymen  wont  to  do 

at  every  time  of  need.  Certes  the  Frenchmen  and  ruttersl?4  deriding 

our  new  archery  in  respect  of  their  corselets,  will  not  let  in 

often  skirmish,  if  any  leisure  serve,  to  turn  up  their  tails  and  cry, 

"Shoot,  English'."  and  all  because  our  strong  shooting  is  decayed 

and  laid  in  bed.  But  if  some  of  our  Englishmen  now  lived  that 

served  King  Edward  the  Third  in  his  wars  with  France,  the  breech  of 

such  a  vanlet  should  have  been  nailed  to  his  bum  with  one  arrow  and 

another  feathered  in  his  bowels  before  he  should  have  turned  about 

to  see  who  shot  the  first.  But  as  our  shooting  is  thus  in  manner 

utterly  decayed  among  us  one  way,  so  our  countrymen  wax  skillful  in 

sundry  other  points,  as  in  shooting  in  small  pieces,  the  caliverr 

and  handling  of  the  pike,  in  several  uses  thereof  they  are  become 
175 

very  expert . L ' J 


176 

Two  centuries  later  Strutt  remarked  on  these  complaints 
respecting  the  disuse  of  the  long  bow'*’77  and  the  increase  of  gaming.  ^7^ 


In  1845,  when  part  of  33  Henry  VIII.  c.  9.  was  repealed,  reference 
was  made  about  the  inability  of  these  laws  to  restrain  gaming. 


Whereas  the  Laws  heretofore  made  in  restraint  of  unlawful  Gaming 
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To  shoot  compass  was  to  send  an  arrow  in  a  high  trajectory,, 
l^Rutters  were  horsemen  or  troopers,  especially  those  from 

Germany . 

175Harrison,  The  Description  of  England ,  Georges  Edelen  (ed.) , 
faew  York!  Cornell  University  Press  for  the  Folger  Shakespeare  Library, 
1968),  pp.  234-235. 

Strutt,  The  Sport  and  Pastimes  of  the  People  of  England , 
New  edition  with  Index  by  W.  Hone,  (London:  William  Reeves,  1830). 

177Ibld, ,  pp.  55-56. 

178Ibid.,  pp.  lix-lxii. 
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have  been  found  of  no  avail  to  prevent  Mischiefs  which  may  happen 
therefrom,  and  also  apply  to  sundry  Games  of  Skill  from  which  the 
like  Mischiefs  cannot  arise. 

Stone,  over  a  century  later,  also  maintained  that  the  laws  were  not 

•  •  j  i  c  j  1 80 

rigidly  enforced. 

That  there  was  a  decay  in  archery  and  an  increase  in  participa¬ 
tion  of  games  cannot  be  denied  ,  but  to  dismiss  the  legislation  as  a 
failure  because  of  this  is  unjust.  Admittedly  it  was  a  retrograde  step, 
but  given  an  efficient  modern  police  force,  it  may  have  succeeded  to 
the  extent  that  any  modern  law  succeeds.  However,  this  was  not  the  case. 
Nevertheless,  some  degree  of  success  must  be  recognised,  for  England 
remained  very  conscious  of  the  long  bow  long  after  more  modern 
techniques  of  war  had  been  adopted  by  European  powers.  Also,  it  was 
not  until  the  post  Civil  War  era  that  there  developed  in  England  a  real 
gaming  and  gambling  mania.  At  no  time  in  the  history  of  England  did  the 
passion  for  gambling  reach  a  greater  height  or  spread  over  a  larger 

section  of  society  than  it  did  during  the  latter  half  of  the  seventeenth 

181 

and  early  eighteenth  centuries.  This  trend  followed  a  pattern  of 

1 82 

life  which  was  already  well  established  on  the  Continent.  The 

retention  of  the  long  bow  and  the  slow  progression  to  a  real  gaming 


1^8  &  9  victoria  c.  109  (1845). 


Stone,  English  Sports  and  Recreations  ,  (New  York:  Cornell 
University  Press  for  the  Folger  Shakespeare  Library,  1964),  p.  1. 

Isaacs,  Games  and  Gamesters  of  the  Restoration,  (London: 
George  Routledge  and  Sons,  1930)  ,  p.  lx. 
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mania,  as  compared  to  the  rest  of  Europe,  must  have  been  due,  in  part, 
to  the  execution  of  the  legislation. 

As  the  action  of  law  enforcement  was  a  localized  function,  in 
regards  to  the  promotion  of  archery  and  the  eradication  of  unlawful 
games  ,  it  was  in  the  records  of  the  court  leets  and  the  sessions  of  the 
justices  that  the  operation  of  these  laws  were  traced.  However,  a  basic 
limitation  encounted  derives  from  these  sources ,  for  in  the  compilation 
of  the  records  into  books  the  entries  were  usually  selective  and  there¬ 
fore  only  representative  of  the  complete  court  roll. 

The  transmission  of  the  law  to  the  local  situation  appears  to 
have  been  adequate  during  the  sixteenth  century.  The  holding  of  the 

court  leet,  at  Easter  and  Michaelmas,  was  usually  regarded  among  the 

183 

chief  local  events  and  a  general  holiday.  It  was  at  this  legal  assembly 

184 

that  the  view  to  frankpledge  was  held  and  the  community  swore  to  obey 
the  laws.  Also,  in  the  urban  areas,  local  authorities  had  the  power  to 
pass  bylaws.  This  usually  took  the  form  of  re-issuing  the  Crown's 
statutes,  however  in  many  cases  new  games  were  included  by  name  and  fines 
were  substantially  reduced. 

Whereas  there  is  great  abuse  in  a  game  used  in  the  town  called 
"Gede  Gadye,"  or  the  Cat's  Palletl85 }  that  no  manner  person  shall 
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J.  Harland  (ed.) ,  A  Volume  of  Court  Leet  Records  of  the  Manor 


of  Manchester  in  the  Seventeenth  Century,  (Chetham  Society  MDCCCLXIV) , 
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play  at  the  same  game,  being  above  the  age  of  seven  years,  upon 
pain  of  every  person  so  playing,  to  be  imprisoned  in  the  dungeon 
for  the  space  of  two  hours;  and  every  parent  or  master  of  such 
persons  so  playing,  having  warning  of  their  children  or  servants 
so  doing,  for  every  time  so  serving  them  after  warning  given,  4d . 
This  order  is  made  because  divers  of  the  inhabitants  do  find  them 
(-selves)  aggrieved  that  their  children  be  hurt  and  in  danger  of 
being  hurt. 186 

The  game  of  Cat's  Pallet  was  again  attacked  four  years  later,  in  1583, 

187 

when  the  fine  was  increased  to  6d .  The  outlawing  of  tops  in  Methley 
again  demonstrated  the  perogative  of  the  local  authorities  to  pass 
sentence  upon  activities  which  were  not  listed  in  the  statutes. 

II  Henry  VIII  13th  July.  It  was  enjoined  on  everyone  who  keeps 
any  beerhouses  that  they  shall  not  permit  any  men  to  play  tops  nor 
any  illegal  games  under  a  penalty  of  iijs.  ivd .  on  each  player. 

&  vjs.  viijd.  on  the  head  of  the  house. 

Under  33  Henry  VIII.  c.  9  the  fines  for  the  above  indiscretions  were 

substantially  higher,  6s.  8d .  for  the  convicted  player  and  40s.  for  the 

owner  of  the  house.  However  the  lowering  of  fines  at  the  local  level 

appears  to  have  been  common  practice  and  explains  the  differences  that 

occur  between  those  demanded  by  statute  and  the  actual  fines  imposed. 

That  no  inhabitant  of  the  town  shall  harbour  any  players  of 
unlawful  games,  namely  dice  and  cards,  after  9  p.m.  on  pain  of  12d. 
each  time. 

That  the  tenants  and  inhabi taunts  of  Prescot  aforsayd  within 
xiiijne  dayss  next  after  the  date  of  this  courte,  shall  erecte, 
make  and  sett  vppe  one  flayne  payre  of  buttys  of  sufficient  lenthe 


■^^Harland ,  o£.  cit .  ,  p.  148. 
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H.  Darbyshire  and  G.  Lumb  (eds.)  ,  The  History  of  Methley, 
(Thoresby  Society  Publications,  No.  35,  1937),  p.  196. 
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heght  and  brede  for  men  to  shote  at,  and  in  place  most  convenient 
for  the  purpose,  apon  payne  of  fforfetyng  to  the  lord  vjs.  viijd.1^9 

The  justices  of  the  peace  were  more  directly  responsible  to  the 
Crown,  and,  as  a  result,  greater  pressure  could  be  brought  to  bear  in 
an  effort  to  enforce  the  statutes  as  passed. 

Circular  letter  to  the  justices  of  the  peace,  expressing  surprise 
that  notwithstanding  "sundry  advertisements  lately  made"  to  them  to 
do  their  duties,  things  are  not  directed  with  any  regard  to  the 
"good  monitions"  set  forth  for  the  advancement  of  justice.  Warns 
them  of  the  danger  they  incur  by  this  negligence,  and  commands  them 
to  have  special  regard  of  the  following  points 3 .  Sturdy  vaga¬ 
bonds  and  valiant  beggars  are  to  be  punished  according  to  the 
late  statute,  the  neglect  of  which  has  bred  no  small  inconvenience; 
and  kept  from  Ascensiontide  to  Michaelmas ,  shall  this  year  be 
continued  until  Hallowtide,  Those  who  resist  any  watch  or  other 
officer  are  to  be  punished,  (unlawful  games  suppressed  and  every 
man  encouraged  to  use  the  long  bow  as  the  law  requires) . 

The  King  trusts  that  this  gentle  admonition  will  stimulate  them 
to  atone  for  past  remissness;  but,  if  any  neglect  it,  "the  next 
advise  shall  be  of  so  sharp  a  sort  as  shall  bring  with  it  a  just 
punishment  of  those  that  shall  be  found  offenders  in  this  behalf, "190 

Of  the  fines  of  the  justices  little  is  known,  for  their  records  were 

mainly  concerned  with  the  presentation  of  cases. 

Item,  we  present  Robert  Leonarde  of  Mulseham  berebrewer  for  keping 
and  mayntayning  of  unlaw  (ful  game)  in  his  howse  callyd  Shovyll  a 
borde  and  Slyde  grok  contrary  to  the.  statute  etc.^l 

26  September,  13  Elizabeth.  True  Bill,  at  Eas tesmythefelde  co . 
Midd .  ,  on  the  said  day  and  at  divers  times  before  and  afterwards, 
William  Blunt  gentlemen  maintained  in  his  house  divers  unlawful  games 
viz.,  "dice  cardss  and  bowles,"  and  received  there  divers  persons 
of  bad  fame  and  conversation . *92 


189Tr .j  i o  c 

Ibid . ,  p.  125 . 

190Letters  and  Papers,  op.  cit .  ,  Vol.  xvi ,  1541,  p.  456. 

191Guide  to  the  Essex  Quarter  Session,  op.  cit . ,  p.  99. 

1  Q? 

Jeaffreson,  op.  _cit.  >  P.  71. 


m&r'tj  .  ‘main  u  brrz  ,33m  airfi  vcf  i  ;  *sr  ■  •'*>  erf*  ° 

' 

.  O;  >*>:t  w*I  sr ;  a*  w«-  .  re  ’  >  ■'  -;  8  «•'  3r:  • 

06Iir  ^  ;  r,|fsc  airiJ  ni  p  rabm-Vio  bauo'l  yd  srf2~  -  .i  ,9«od3  Jnemdzlnn 


l  iic9/j  3  iowf)  c9  sd  m-'.iisaJo  ■  5o  ibr'aoe,'  3  a  r/a  »*>  , 

b  IlyvodS  byils  j  sauoxi  a  :.d  n't  t'arttBg  lit:)  wsluti  to  gnifi^BdayBiia  r- 

' 

19  J  J  nsg  tnuIS  mai 


s  -  > 


56 


Nevertheless,  from  the  limited  records  available  of  the  proceed¬ 
ings  in  the  court  leets  and  the  sessions  of  the  justices  have  been  taken 
the  accounts  of  the  prosecution  of  401  persons  for  breaches  of  the  gaming 
laws.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  only  16  of  the  401  were  prosecuted 
prior  to  1542,  the  year  which  witnessed  the  proclaiming  of  33  Henry  VIII. 
c.  9.  This  is  indicative  of  the  increased  effort  made  by  the  Crown  and 
its  representatives  during  the  latter  half  of  the  century  to  promote 
archery  and  stop  immoral  games.  However,  moderating  this  to  an  extent, 
it  must  be  recognised  that  much  of  the  primary  source  material  for  the 
sixteenth  century  has  not  as  yet  been  catalogued.  Future  publications 

may  alter  this  trend,  but  given  the  available  material  it  would  appear 

193 

that  Giles  Jacob  ,  writing  in  1729,  was  not  entirely  wrong  when  he 
claimed  that  the  statutes  were  effective. 

Gaming,  Or  Games  unlawful,  (Ludos  vanos)  The  Playing  at  Tables, 
Dice,  Cards,  Etc.  King  Ed.  3  in  the  39th  Year  of  his  Reign,  enjoined 
the  Exercise  of  Shooting  and  of  Artillery,  and  forbad  the  Casting 
of  the  Bar,  the  Hand  and  Foot-balls,  Cock-fighting  &  alios  Ludos 
vanos;  but  no  Effect  did  follow  from  it,  till  they  were  some  of  them 
forbidden  by  Act  of  Parliament.  II  Rep.  87.  Anno  28  Hen.  8.  Proc¬ 
lamation  was  made  against  all  unlawful  Games,  and  Commissions  awarded 
into  all  the  Counties  of  England  for  the  Execution  thereof;  so  that 
in  all  Places,  Tables,  Dice,  Cards  and  Bowls,  were  taken  and  burnt. 
Stow's  Annals  527. 

The  following  extracts,  along  with  those  already  quoted,  from 
the  court  and  session  rolls,  are  only  representative  of  those  examined, 
and  were  chosen  to  demonstrate  the  ways  in  which  the  acts  and  proclama¬ 
tions  were  enforced. 

1  December,  4  Elizabeth.-  True  Bill  that,  from  the  said  day  even 
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G.  Jacob,  A  New  Law-Dictionary,  (London:  1729),  under  Ga . 
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until  now,  John  Hardy,  Reginald  Melcher,  Thomas  Cornysshe,  Peter..,, 
Nicholas  Carleton,  Nicholas  Kirston,  Edward  Nell,  and  Richard  Hamlen, 
all  of  the  parish  of  St.  Martin- in- the  Fields  yomen;  and  Thomas 
Collen,  William  Colser,  Reginald  Caysey,  John  Pickenson ,  Roger  Marker, 
William  Moreton ,  Thomas  Walser,  of  the  parish  of  St.  Clement-Daves 
yomen;  Henry  Bocher ,  John  Hollands,  Robert  Whyttell,  Roger  Bosewell, 
Richard  Goodyar ,  John  Reynoldes ,  Robert  Beanforest,  John  Whyting, 

John  Patznson,  William  Goldyng  and  John  Pokyns  of  the  city  of  West¬ 
minster  yomen;  Richard  Cyngle,  William  Anderson,  Robert  Parker,  Robert 
Jennyns  ,  Edward  Hayne ,  Thomas  Vyncent,  William  Hyde,  Nicholas  Hyde, 
Ralph  Damporte  and  John  Punchington  of  the  parish  of  Stronde  co. 

Midd.  have  without  reasonable  excuse  neglected  to  provede  themselves 
the  bows  and  arrows,  and  neglected  to  practice  archery,  in  contempt 
of  the  statute  in  this  matter  provided. ^94 

20  March,  18  Elizabeth.-  True  Bill  that,  on  the  said  day  at 
Ruyslippe  co.  Midd.,  Arthur  Reynoldes  husband  man,  Robert  Batte  yoman , 
Edward  Bennett  yomen,  Richard  Gadberrie  husbandman,  John  Murdone 
husbandman,  all  of  Ruyslippe  aforesaid,  Thomas  Darcye  of  Waxbridge 
yomen,  and  William  Davye  Taylor,  Roger  Okeley  yoman ,  Thomas  Harker 
husbandman,  Thomas  Kerton  harnishmaker ,  Gybbens  Alkyns  husbandman, 
William  Rayner  husbandman,  and  Richard  Parsoone  husbandman,  all 
seven  of  Waxbridge  aforesaid,  with  unknown  malefactors  to  the  number 
of  a  hundred,  assembled  themselves  unlawfully  and  played  a  certain 
unlawful  game,  called  footeball,  by  reason  of  which  unlawful  game 
there  rose  amongst  them  a  great  affray,  likely  to  result  in  homicides 
and  serious  accidents . 195 

Amercements.  For  permitting  unlawful  games:  Thomas  Potter, 

Henry  Raylor ,  Brian  Fells,  Anthony  Patton,  John  Corbett,  John  Pyke , 
Robert  Plumpton,  Edward  Chaydocke ,  Edmund  Turner,  Richard  Bower,  James 
Dichfeld.  (4d.  to  16d.).196 

Amercements .. .For  unlawful  gaming:  Thomas  Potter,  Henry  Taylier , 
John  Pyke,  Edmund  Turner,  Robert  Plumpton,  James  Dychefeilde,  William 
Hornebye,  John  Goldicar,  Brian  Feiles,  Ralph  Stocke,  Anthony  Patton, 
Giles  Lyon,  John  Corbett,  Evan  Webstar,  John  Taylier,  Oliver  Orrell. 
Edward  Chaidocke.  (6d.  to  2s. 

The  Jury  doth  present  for  bowling  John  Whitworth,  Otes  Bordman , 


^^Jeaf freson ,  op.  cit.  ,  p.  42. 

*~95Ibid  .  ,  p  .  97  . 

■^^Bailey,  op.  cit .  ,  p.  191. 
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Ibid . ,  p .  201 . 
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Nicholas  Baguley,  Adam  Holland,  Rauffe  Hall,  George  Holland,  every 
one  in  xijd.198 

The  xvi  daye  of  Marche  ano  d'ni  1558,  yt  ys  concluded  by  Mr, 

Mayor  and  hys  brythern  whosse  names  ar  hyere  unto  subskrybed,  that 
John  Holland  the  sonne  of  Rendall  Holland  taylor  for  playeng  at 
dyce  and  dyvers  othere  cawssys  of  mysgovernment  befor  us  dewlye 
provedde,  dothe  wthe  one  assent  agree  that  the  sayd  John  Holland 
shall  immedyetlye  after  the  date  hyerof  avoyde  the  town  and  lybert's 
of  the  same  town  of  Southampton,  and  notto  cum  into  the  same  agayn 
within  space  of  three  yeres .  And  yf  he  so  presume  to  doo ,  he  shall 
not  onely  suffer  imprissonment  for  the  space  of  iiii  dayes  in  the 
Bargatt,  but  also  at  the  sayd  iiii  dayes  ende  to  be  whyptt  at  the 
cartts  tayll  wthe  rodds  lyke  a  vacabonde ,  to  the  example  of  all  other 
dyce  players  and  suche  lyke  offenders  as  he  ys .  (signed:)  per  me 
Jhon  Gregorye  major,  per  me  George  Vencent,  per  me  Thomam  Bikyngham, 
per  me  Johannen  Capelyn ,  per  me  John  Fletcher ,  per  me  Johannen 
Stavelye,  per  me  Eduard  Wyllmott,  per  me  Nycholas  Capalyn,  per  me 
William  Staveley.^^ 

We  find  that  the  constables  Adam  Holland  and  William  Hardye  have 
not  repaired  the  town  butts  according  to  the  statute  in  that  cause 
provided,  and  whether  the  money  through  the  town  be  collected  for 
the  same  or  no  we  cannot  certainly  present.  We  fine  either  of  the 
constables  2s. 200 

20  January,  3  Elizabeth.-  True  Bill  that,  (whereas  the  citizens 
and  other  inhabitants  of  London  have  been  accustomed  from  time 
beyond  the  memory  of  man  to  shoot  with  bows  in  all  the  open  fields 
in  the  parish  of  Stebbynhith  co.  Midd .  and  elsewhere  near  the  said 
city,  viz.  in  the  common  lands  called  Stebbynhyth  feyldes ,  Ratclyff 
f eyldes ,  Mylende  feyldes,  Blethall  grene,  Spyttlef eildes ,  Morefeldes, 
Fynnesbury  feyldes,  Hoggesdon  feyldes,  co ,  Midd.  without  hindrance 
from  any  person,  so  that  all  archers  have  been  able  to  go  out  in  the 
same  open  fields  to  shoot  with  the  bow  and  come  out  from  them 
at  pleasure,  in  such  manner  nevertheless  that  the  said  archers  do 


198 

H.  T.  Crofton,  A  History  of  Newton  Chapelry  in  the  Ancient 
Parish  of  Manchester,  (Chetham  Society,  1 904)  ,  Vol.  II.,  Part  I,  p.  68. 

199 

A.  R.  Merson  (ed.)  ,  Remembrance  Book  of  Southampton  1514-1602 , 
(Southampton:  1965),  Vol.  II,  p.  65. 

^ ^Remains  Historical  and  Literary  Connected  with  the  Palatine 
Counties  of  Lancaster  and  Chester ,  (Manchester:  Chetham  Society,  1865)  , 
Vol.  65,  p.  57. 
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no  harm  to  growing  corn  nor  to  grass  reserved  for  seed)  John  Dravey 
citizen  and  clothier  of  the  city  of  London  has  notwithstanding,  on 
the  aforesaid  day,  trenched  in  with  deep  ditches  a  certain  open  field 
called  Stebbynhithe  close  and  against  custom  has  planted  it  with 
green  hedges,  in  order  that  the  said  archers  may  no  longer  be  able 
to  enter ,  pass  through  and  leave  freely  and  at  their  pleasure  the 
said  field  of  Stebbynhithe  Close.  At  the  foot  of  the  bill,  a  Memo¬ 
randum  that,  at  the  Session  of  the  peace  held  at  Westminster  on 
21  May  next  following,  John  Dravey  was  fined  twelve-pence.  ^ 

The  spread  of  enclosures  in  the  sixteenth  century  created  many  problems, 
one  being  the  closing  off  of  areas  that  had  been  used  for  archery  prac¬ 
tice.  Stow* 2*"*2  observed  that  this  occurred  particularly  around  London, 
where  the  citizens  by  the  late  1500 's  were  deprived  of  sufficient  room 
to  exercise. 

Before  Edward  Leighe  and  John  Wysley,  esq.  J.  P. ,  20  Nov.  35 
Eliz,  (1592),  Thos ,  Wallyes  of  Handsworth,  to  keep  an  alehouse 
and  not  to  suffer  "any  unlawfull  playe  at  the  Tables,  Dice,  Cardes , 
Tennise,  Bowles,  Closhe,  Coytes ,  Loggetes ,  or  other  unlawfull  games 
to  be  used  in  their  houses,  or  their  gardens,  orchardes  at  other 
their  groundes  or  places'  (and  other  conditions,  in  English');  sureties, 
the  said  Thos.  (£10),  John  Wayte  of  Handsworthe  (£5),  Thos.  Tylbye 
of  the  same  (£5) ,^03 

By  obtaining  moneyed  sureties  the  court  had  immediate  redress  if  Wallyes 
of  Handsworth  again  allowed  any  unlawful  games  in  his  ale  house. 

Letters  have  also  come  to  light  which  demonstrate  the  success  of 
the  Crown's  statutes  in  isolated  instances,  and  these,  together  with  the 
court  cases  examined  prove,  if  nothing  else,  that  the  officials  were 
extremely  busy  in  an  effort  to  stop  the  decay. 


o  ni 

Jeaffreson,  0£.  cit . ,  p.  38. 

202S tow's  Survey  of  London ,  taken  from  Strutt  op.  cit.  ,  p.  56. 

2°3S>  a.  H.  Burns  (ed.)  ,  The  Staffordshire  Quarter  Session  Rolls 
(Staffordshire  Record  Society.  Collections  for  a  History  of  the  Stafford¬ 
shire  1932),  1589-1593,  Vol.  II,  p.  292. 
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William  Boys  to  Sir  Edw.  Ryngeley. 

Has  received  his  letter,  and  has  perused  the  greater  part  of  the 
parishes  within  their  limit.  Will  peruse  the  rest  at  days  convenient. 
Read  to  the  people  Ryngeley' s  letter,  whereat  they  much  rejoined, 
saying  that  they  would  endeavour  to  accomplish  the  King's  commandment 
in  executing  laws  so  beneficial  to  the  commonwealth.  There  is  not 
one  vagabond  stirring  amongst  us.  Since  Ryngeley' s  being  here,  has 
been  troubled  with  only  one,  whom  he  took  to  service.  Cannot  hear 
of  unlawful  games  being  used.  Archery  is  marvellously  well  increased 
and  exercised.  The  commons  complain  that  they  cannot  get  bows  and 
arrows,  but  at  excessive  prices.  If  this  could  be  remedied,  doubts 
not  that  there  would  be  as  great  a  number  of  archers  in  our  parts 
as  has  been  for  many  years. 204 

The  gauging  of  the  effectiveness  of  the  gaming  legislation  in 
Tudor  England  cannot  be  done  in  absolute  terms.  Factors  such  as,  the 
modification  of  the  laws  by  local  bodies  ,  the  deficiencies  within  the 
policing  agencies,  and  the  acceptance  of  the  gun  made  the  absolute 
enforcement  of  the  legislation  impossible.  However,  given  the  circum¬ 
stances  that  existed  there  was  a  continuing  effort  by  officialdom  to  carry 
out  the  letter  of  the  law,  and  therefore  the  legislation  was  effective 
to  a  degree.  It  enabled  the  bow  to  exist  long  after  it  had  become  techni¬ 
cally  obsolete  and  it  helped  create  a  climate  of  opinion  in  England,  which, 
for  the  next  century,  viewed  many  games  and  gambling  as  immoral. 


204 
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CHAPTER  V 


CONCLUDING  REMARKS 

The  purpose  of  this  study  was  to  examine  an  area  of  the  sixteenth 
century  Englishman's  life  which  Tudor  Governments  attempted  to  regulate. 
The  approach  used  consisted  of  a  chronological  examination  of  the  stat¬ 
utes  passed  and  the  proclamations  posted  which  attempted  to  regulate 
games  and  sports.  Also  the  motives  which  prompted  the  governments 
to  pass  such  legislation  were  examined  and  the  effectiveness  of  the  laws 
assessed . 

The  statutes  were  drawn  exclusively  from  an  eighteenth  century 
compilation  of  acts  of  parliament  entitled  The  Statutes  of  the  Realm 
1225-1713 .  There  is  no  complete  record  of  the  royal  proclamations, 
nevertheless  two  sources,  Steele's  A  Bibliography  of  Royal  Proclamations 
of  the  Tudor  and  S tuar t.  Sovereigns  1485-1714  and  Hughes  and  Larkins ' s 
Tudor  Royal  Proclamations  were  used  in  particular. 

In  determining  the  motives  behind  the  passing  of  this  legis¬ 
lation,  a  number  of  varying  sources  were  examined..  Basic  to  this  analysis 
were  the  acts  and  proclamations  themselves ,  for  usually  they  presented 
some  explanation  as  to  why  they  had  been  passed.  The  Letters  and  Papers, 
Foreign  and  Domestic  of  Henry  VIII  and  the  Calendar  of  Patent  Rolls , 
along  with  the  writings  of  contemporary  authors,  such  as  Ocland,  Ascham , 
Harrison,  Smythe,  Barwick  and  others  also  served  as  valuable  sources. 
Secondary  materials,  particularly  those  concerned  with  military  history, 
were  of  limited  value. 

The  assessment  of  the  effectiveness  of  these  laws  was  ascertained 


. 
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by  the  examination  of  records  of  the  court  leet  and  the  quarter  sessions. 

A  limitation  was  the  fact  that  these  records  are  incomplete.  A  complete 
classification  of  available  court  rolls  has  not  as  yet  been  made,  by 
scholars.  The  Letters  and  Papers ,  Foreign  and  Domestic ,  of  Henry  VIII , 

The  Calender  of  Patent  Rolls  and  the  writings  of  contemporary  authors 
were  again  used. 

Secondary  source  material  could,  in  most  instances,  only  be 
used  for  gaining  background  knowledge  of  the  period.  It  would  appear 
that  such  material  lacks  accurate  information  concerning  the  legal 
aspects  of  the  playing  of  games  by  the  Tudor  masses. 

Thus  during  the  history  of  English  law,  no  other  period  witnessed 
such  a  deluge  of  acts  and  proclamations  which  regulated  gaming  than  did 
the  sixteenth  century.  The  texts  of  the  laws  took  their  precedents  from 
those  of  the  previous  centuries,  however,  during  the  period  under  examina¬ 
tion  the  underlying  reasons  for  their  continuance  changed. 

Historically  the  motive  behind  the  banning  "idle  games"  revolved 
around  England's  dependence  upon  the  long  bow  in  warfare.  Participation 
in  games  was  looked  upon  as  the  reason  behind  the  decay  in  archery. 
However,  the  promotion  of  archery  during  the  sixteenth  century  appears 
as  an  effort  to  maintain  a  medieval  position  in  a  changing  society. 

On  the  continent  the  gun  had  replaced  the  bow  and  many  monarchs  had 
their  own  standing  armies,  nevertheless,  in  England  the  bow  remained  the 
official  weaponry  until  1596,  and  a  standing  army  was  not  formed  until 


the  mid  seventeenth  century.  The  English  monarchs  were  content  to 
re-issue  the  Statute  of  Winchester  and  depend  on  a  feudal  levy  for  war. 
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This,  however,  proved  impossible  in  a  society  which,  from  before  the  four¬ 
teenth  century,  had  witnessed  the  breakdown  of  a  fixed  classed  structure 
and  the  gradual  disappearance  of  the  feudal  bondsman. 

There  were  other  factors  which  were  mobilised  against  the  playing 
of  these  games,  but,  until  the  acceptance  of  the  fact  that  the  bow  was 
obsolete,  they  remained  in  the  background.  The  immorality  of  these  games 
and  the  revenue  that  the  crown  could  raise  from  fines  and  the  issuing 
of  licences  were  just  such  factors,  and  as  stated  during  the  latter  part 
of  the  century  they  were  predominant  over  military  considerations  in 
the  promulgation  of  the  laws . 

The  laws  after  1542  were  directed  primarily  at  those  whose  in¬ 
come  was  less  than  £100  per  annum.  It  was  from  this  group  that  the 
English  yeoman  soldier  would  be  recruited.  Also  the  idea  was  fostered 
that  gaming  was  a  diversion  among  gentlemen  but  a  pernicious  vice  among 
"the  inferior  sort  of  people,"  and  this  feeling  still  pervades  the  gaming 
legislation . 

The  duties  of  detection  and  prosecution  fell  to  the  officials 
of  the  court  leets  and  the  justices  of  the  peace.  Given  the  sixteen 
century  conditions  it  must  have  been  extremely  difficult  to  enforce  the 
laws,  however,  they  did  succeed  to  a  remarkable  extent  in  prosecuting 
malefactors . 

In  order  to  achieve  the  stated  aims  of  the  acts  and  proclamations 
England's  society  would  possibly  have  had  to  return  to  a  twelfth  century 
structure,  with  the  Crown  retaining  its  sixteenth  century  pre-eminence, 
and  as  this  was  impossible  they  were  doomed  to  failure  before  they  were 
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even  passed.  Nevertheless,  they  did  act  as  a  rearguard  action,  and  because 
of  their  pursuance  by  the  law  enforcement  bodies  they  helped  to  delay 
changes  that  had  already  occured  on  the  continent. 
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12  Richard  II.  c.  6.  (1388) 

Section  VI.  Item,  It  is  accorded  and  assented,  That  no  Servant  of  Hus¬ 
bandry,  or  Labourer,  nor  Servant  (or)  Artificer,  nor  of  Victualler, 
shall  from  henceforth  bear  any  (Buckler,)  Sword,  nor  Dagger,  upon 
Forfeiture  of  the  same,  but  in  the  Time  of  War  for  Defence  of  the 
Realm  of  England,  and  that  by  the  surveying  of  the  Arreyers  for  the 
Time  being,  or  travailing  by  the  Country  with  their  Master,  or  in 
their  Master's  Message;  but  such  Servants  and  Labourers  shall  have 
Bows  and  Arrows ,  and  use  the  same  the  Sundays  and  Holydays ,  and 
leave  (all  playing  at  Tennis  or  Football,  and  other  Games  called 
Coits,  Dice,  Casting  of  the  Stone,  (Kailes,)  and  other  such  importune 
Games;)  and  that  the  Sheriffs,  Mayors,  Bailiffs,  and  Constables, 
shall  have  Power  to  arrest,  and  shall  arrest  all  Doers  against  this 
Statute,  and  seize  the  said  (Bucklers,)  Swords,  and  Daggers,  and 
keep  them  till  the  Sessions  of  the  Justices  of  Peace,  and  the  same 
present  before  the  same  Justices  in  their  Sessions,  together  with  the 
Names  of  them  that  did  bear  the  same.  And  it  is  not  the  King's 
Mind  that  any  Prejudice  be  done  to  the  Franchises  of  Lords,  touching 
the  Forfeitures  due  to  them. 
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11  Henry  IV.  c.  4.  (1409-10) 

Section  IV.  Item  ,  Whereas  in  the  Statute  made  at  (Cant.)  the  xii  Year  of 
the  Reign  of  King  Richard,  amongst  other  Things  it  was  accorded  and 
assented,  That  the  Servants  and  Labourers  of  Husbandry,  and  Labourers 
and  Servants  of  Artificers,  and  of  Victuallers,  should  have  Bows  and 
Arrows,  and  use  the  same  the  Sundays  and  other  festival  Days,  and 
utterly  leave  playing  at  the  Balls,  as  well  Hand-ball  as  Foot-ball, 
and  other  Games  called  Coits,  Dice,  (Bowling,)  and  Kails,  and  other 
such  unthrifty  Games,  and  that  the  Sheriffs,  Mayors,  Bailiffs,  and 
Constables,  shall  have  Power  to  arrest  all  that  do  contrary;  as  in  the 
said  Statute  is  more  fully  contained:  Our  Sovereign  Lord  the  King  will, 
That  the  said  Statute  be  firmly  holden  and  kept;  joined  to  the  same, 
that  every  such  Labourer  or  Servant  that  doth  contrary  to  the  same 
Statute,  shall  have  Imprisonment  by  Six  Days.  And  the  Mayors  and 
Sheriffs,  or  the  Mayors  and  Bailiffs  of  Cities  and  Boroughs,  and  the 
Constables  in  other  Towns,  shall  have  Power  to  put  this  Statute  in 
execution  from  Time  to  Time;  and  if  they  do  not  thereof  Execution,  the 
same  Mayors  and  Sheriffs,  or  Mayors  and  Bailiffs  aforesaid,  shall  pay 
to  the  King  for  every  Default  xxs;  and  the  Constables  or  Constable  of 
every  Town  that  doth  not  like  Execution  of  this  Statute,  shall  pay 
for  every  their  or  his  Default  vi  s.  And  that  the  Justices  of  Assises 
shall  have  Power  to  enquire  in  this  Case  in  their  Sessions  from  Time 
to  Time,  of  them  that  do  contrary  to  this  Statue,  and  thereof  to  cer¬ 
tify  in  the  Chancery. 
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17  Edward  IV.  c.  3.  (1477-8) 

Section  III.  Item  ,  Whereas  by  the  Laws  of  this  Land  no  Person  should  use 
any  unlawful  (Games,)  as  (Dice,  Coits,  Tennis,)  and  such  like  (Games,) 
but  that  every  Person  strong  and  able  of  Body  should  use  his  Bow,  be¬ 
cause  that  the  Defence  of  this  Land  (was)  much  by  Archers ,  contrary  to 
which  Laws  the  (Games)  aforesaid  and  many  new  imagined  (Games ,)  called 
Closh,  Kailes ,  Half  Bowl,  Hand-in  and  Hand-out,  and  Queckboard  be 
daily  used  in  divers  Parts  of  this  Land,  as  well  by  Persons  of  good 
Reputation,  as  of  small  having,  (and  such  evil  disposed  Persons  that 
doubt  not  to  offend  God  in  not  observing  their  holy  Days,  nor  in  break¬ 
ing  the  Laws  of  the  Land  )  to  their  own  Impoverishment,  and  by  their 
ungracious  Procurement  and  encouraging,  (do  bring  other  to  such  Games,) 
till  they  be  utterly  undone  and  impoverished  of  their  Goods,  to  the 
pernicious  Example  of  divers  of  the  King's  liege  People,  if  such  un¬ 
profitable  (Games)  should  be  suffered  long  to  continue,  because  that 
by  the  means  thereof  divers  and  many  Murders,  Robberies,  and  other 
(heinous  Felonies)  be  oftentimes  committed  and  done  in  divers  Parts 
of  this  Realm,  to  the  great  inquieting  and  trouble  of  many  good  and 
well-disposed  Persons,  and  (the  importune)  Loss  of  their  Goods;  which 
(Plays)  in  their  said  Offences  be  daily  supported  and  favoured  by  the 
Governors  and  Occupiers  of  divers  Houses ,  Tenements ,  Gardens ,  and  other 
Places  where  they  use  and  occupy  their  said  ungracious  and  incommendable 
(Games):  Our  Sovereign  Lord  the  King,  in  Consideration  of  the  Premises, 
by  the  Advice  of  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal,  and  the  Commons 

in  the  said  Parliament  assembled,  and  by  the  Authority  of  the  same, 

hath  ordained,  That  after  the  Feast  of  Easter  next  coming  no  Person, 
Occupier  nor  Governor  of  any  House,  Tenement,  Garden,  or  other  Place 
within  this  Realm,  shall  willingly  suffer  any  Person  to  occupy  or  play 
any  of  the  said  (Games)  called  Klosh  Kailes  Half-bowl,  Hand- in  and 
Hand-out,  or  Queckboard,  or  any  of  them,  within  any  of  their  said  Houses, 
Tenements  Gardens,  or  any  other  Place,  upon  Pain  to  have  Imprisonment 
of  Three  Years,  and  to  forfeit  and  lose  for  every  Offence  xx  li.;  the 
one  Half  thereof  to  our  Sovereign  Lord  the  King,  to  be  applied  to  the 
Use  of  his  (House,)  in  all  such  Places  where  such  Forfeiture  shall  hap¬ 
pen  to  fall,  other  than  where  any  Person  ought  to  have  the  Forfeiture 

of  the  Goods  of  Felons  and  Fugitives,  by  any  lawful  Grant,  Authority 

of  Parliament,  or  otherwise;  And  It  is  ordained  by  the  said  Authority, 
That  all  such  Persons,  their  Heirs  and  Successors,  which  ought  to  have 
any  such  Forfeitures  in  any  such  Places  shall  have  all  such  Half  as 
shall  be  hereafter  forfeit  by  any  of  the  Premises;  and  the  other  Half 
thereof  to  him  or  them  that  in  this  Behalf  will  sue  by  Action  of 
Debt  at  the  Common  Law;  in  which  Action  like  Process,  Trial,  Judgment, 
Costs,  Damages,  and  Execution  shall  be  had  as  is  used  in  other  Actions 
ther  sued.  And  that  no  Person  from  the  said  Feast  of  Easter  shall 
use  the  said  Games  called  Closh,  Kailes,  Half-bowl,  Hand-in  Hand-out, 
and  Queckboard,  upon  Pain  of  Two  Years  Imprisonment,  and  to  forfeit  for 
every  Default,  Ten  Pounds;  the  one  Half  thereof  to  our  Sovereign  Lord 
the  King,  to  be  applied  to  the  Use  of  his  (House,)  in  all  Places  where 
such  Forfeiture  shall  happen  to  fall,  other  than  where  any  Person 
ought  to  have  the  Forfeiture  of  the  Goods  of  Felons  and  Fugitives, 
by  any  lawful  Grant,  Authority  of  Parliament,  or  otherwise;  And  it  is 
ordained  by  the  said  Authority,  That  all  such  Persons,  their  Heirs  and 
Successors,  which  ought  to  have  any  such  Forfeitures  in  such  Places 
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shall  have  all  such  Half  that  shall  be  hereafter  forfeit  by  any  of  the 
Premises;  and  the  other  Half  thereof  to  him  or  them  that  in  this  Be¬ 
half  will  sue  by  Action  of  Debt  in  like  Manner  and  Form  to  be  had, 
tried,  ruled,  and  ordered  as  is  aforesaid. 
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11  Henry  VII.  c.  2.  An  Acte  agaynst  vacabounds  and  beggers .  (1495) 

Section  V.  And  ferthermore  it  is  ordeyned  and  enacted  by  the  seid  auctorite 
that  noon  apprentice  ne  svaunt  of  husbondry  laborer  ner  svaunt  artificer 
pley  at  the  Tables  from  the  x^1  day  of  January  next  comyng  but  onely 
for  mete  and  drinke,  ner  at  the  Tenys  Closshe  Dise  Cardes  Bowles  nor 
any  other  unlaufull  game  in  no  wise  out  of  Cristmas,  and  in  Cristmas 
to  pley  oonly  in  the  dwelling  house  of  his  maister  or  where  the  maister 
of  any  the  seid  svauntes  is  psent,  upon  peyne  of  imprisonement  by  the 
space  of  a  day  in  the  Stokkis  openly;  And  that  the  housholder  where 
disyng  carding  tenys  pleiyng  bowles  Clossh  or  any  other  unlawfull  game 
afore  reherced  shalbe  used,  otherwise  then  is  afore  reherced,  and 
that  laufully  be  psented  before  Justices  of  Peas  the  Maire  Shiref  in 
his  Tourne  or  Stuard  in  his  lete,  or  by  examynacion  had  afore  the  seid 
Justices  of  peas,  that  pees  be  made  upon  the  same  as  upon  endytment  of 
trespas  ayenst  the  Kingis  peas  and  that  the  seid  mysdoer  be  admytted 
to  no  fyne  undre  the  some  of  vjs.  viij  d.  And  that  it  be  laufull  to 
ij  of  the  Justices  of  the  peas  wheof  on  shalbe  of  the  Quoz  w'in  their 
auctorite  to  rejecte  and  put  awey  comen  ale  selling  in  Tounes  and 
places  where  they  shall  thinke  convenyent,  and  to  take  suer tie  of  the 
keps  of  ale  houses  of  their  gode  behavyng  by  the  discrecion  of  the 
seid  Justices,  and  in  the  same  to  be  avysed  and  aggreed  at  the  tyme 
of  their  Sessions. 
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19  Henry.  VII.  c.  12.  (1503-4) 

Section  VII.  And  furthermore  it  is  ordeigned  and  enacted  by  the  same 
auctorite,  that  noon  Apprentice  ne  svaunt  at  husbondry  laborer  ne 
svaunt  artificer  play  at  the  Tables,  from  the  fest  of  Easter  next 
comyng,  ne  at  the  Tenys  Closshe  dyse  carde  boweles  nor  eny  other 
unlawefull  gamys ,  in  no  wise  oute  of  the  xij  days  of  Cristmas,  and 
then  to  play  only  in  the  duelling  house  of  his  Maist  or  wher  the  Maist 
of  eny  of  the  seid  svaunte  be  psent,  upon  payn  of  imprisonement  by  the 
space  of  a  day  in  the  Stokke  opynly:  And  that  the  Housholder  where 
dysyng  cardyng  Tenys  playng  Bowelys  Closse  or  eny  other  unlawefull 
game  afore  reherced  shalbe  used,  otherwise  than  is  afore  reherced,  and 

that  lawefully  be  psented  byfore  Justice  of  the  Peax  the  Maire  Shir if 

in  his  Tourne  or  Steward  in  his  lete  or  by  examinacion  had  afore  the 
seid  Justice  of  Peax,  that  pcesse  be  made  uppon  the  same  as  uppon  indite- 

ment  of  trespas  ayenst  the  Kynge  peax;  And  that  the  seid  mysdoer  be 

admytted  to  no  fyne  undre  the  some  of  vjs,  viijd.  And  that  it  be  lawe- 
full  to  ij  of  the  (Justice)  of  Peace  wherof  oon  shalbe  of  the  Quoz, 
within  their  auctorite  to  rejecte  and  put  awey  comen  Ale  sellyng  in 
Townes  and  place  wher  they  shall  thynk  convenient,  and  to  take  suer ties 
of  the  Kepers  of  Ale  Howses  of  their  gode  behavyng  by  the  discression 
of  the  seid  Justice,  and  in  the  same  to  be  advysed  and  agreed  at  the 
tyme  of  their  Sessions. 
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3  Henry  VIII.  c.  3 .  An  Act  concerning  shooting  in  Longe  Bowes.  (1511-12) 

Chapter  III.  The  Kyng  our  Soveign  Lord  callyng  to  his  most  noble  and  gracious 
remembraunce  that  by  the  feate  and  excise  of  the  Subgiettes  of  this  his 
Realme  in  shotyng  in  long  bowes  there  hath  contynually  growen  and 
ben  within  the  same  grete  nombre  and  multitude  of  good  Archers  which 
hath  not  oonly  defended  this  Realme  and  the  Subgiettes  therof  ayenst 
the  cruell  malice  and  daunger  of  theire  owte  ward  enmys  in  tyme  here¬ 
tofore  passed,  but  also  with  litell  nombre  and  puyssaunce  in  regarde 
have  done  many  notable  actes  and  discomf etures  of  warre  ayenst  the 
infidelis  and  other.  And  furthermore  subdued  and  reduced  dyvse  and  many 
regyons  and  Countrees  to  theire  due  obeysaunce  to  the  grete  honour 
fame  and  suertie  of  this  Realme  and  Subjecte  and  to  the  terrible  drede 
and  fere  of  all  straunge  nacions  any  thyng  to  attempte  or  do  to  the 
hurte  or  damage  of  theym  or  any  of  them;  and  albeit  that  divse  gode 
and  pfitable  statutes  in  the  tyme  of  his  noble  pgenitours  and  pdeces- 
sours  kynges  of  this  land  for  the  mayntenaunce  of  Archery  and  long* 
bowes  heretofore  have  ben  made,  amongest  wich  the  right  famose  Kyng 
of  noble  memory  Henry  the  vij^  Father  to  our  said  Soveign  Lord  by 
auctoritie  of  divse  pliamentis  caused  good  and  notable  actis  and  stat¬ 
utes  to  be  establisshed  and  made,  And  that  shotyng  in  Crossebowes 
sholde  be  set  on  parte  and  not  used  and  also  that  grete  nombre  of 
Bowstaves  of  Ewe  shuld  be  brought  and  conveied  by  Marchaunte  reparyng 
ito  this  Realme  from  those  pties  where  these  growe  uppon  cteyne  paynes 
in  the  same  statutes  lymyted  and  conteyned;  yet  nev  the  lesse  Archerie 
and  shotyng  in  longbowes  is  right  litell  used  but  dayly  mynessheth 
decayth  and  abateth  more  and  more  for  that  much  partey  of  the  coialte 
and  parell  of  the  Realme  wherby  of  ole  tyme  the  grete  numbre  and 
substaunce  of  Archers  hath  growen  and  multiplied,  be  not  of  power  nor 
abilite  to  bye  theym  longbowes  of  ewe  to  excersice  shotyng  in  the  same, 
and  to  susteyne  the  contynuall  charge  therof;  And  also  by  meanes  and 
occasion  of  custumable  usaige  of  Teynes  Play  Bowles  Classhe  and  other 
unlawfull  games  phibett  by  many  good  and  beneficiall  estatutes  by 
auctorite  of  pliament  in  that  behalf  pvided  and  made  grete  impovisshement 
hath  ensued;  And  many  heynous  Murdurs  Robes  and  Felonnes  be  comitted 
and  done,  And  also  the  devyne  by  suche  missedoers  on  holy  and  festivall 
dayes  not  herd  or  solempnised  to  the  high  displeasure  of  Almyghty 
God;  Wherefor  the  Kynge  Highnes  of  his  most  blessed  disposicion  greate 
wisdome  and  pvidence  And  also  for  zele  to  the  publique  weale  suertie 
and  defence  of  this  his  Realme  and  Subgiettis  and  the  auncient  fame 
in  this  behalf  to  be  revived  and  repared  by  the  assent  of  his  Lorde 
spirituall  and  tempall  and  his  Comons  in  thys  psent  parliament  assembled 
and  by  auctorite  of  the  same  hath  ordenyd  enacted  and  establisshed  that 
the  Statute  of  Wynchester  for  archers  to  be  putte  in  due  execucon . 

And  ov  that  that  evy  man  beyng  the  Kynge  subgiett  not  lame  decrepute 
or  maymed  nor  havyng  any  other  lawfull  or  resonable  cause  or  impediment 
beyng  withyn  the  Age  of  lx.  yeres ,  except  to  tho  men,  spuall  men, 

Justice  of  the  one  benche  and  of  the  other  Justice  of  Assise  and  Barons 
of  the  Escequere ,  do  use  and  excyse  shotyng  in  longbowes,  and  also 
to  have  a  bowe  and  arrowes  redy  contynually  in  his  house  to  use  hymself 
and  do  use  hymself  in  shotyng;  And  also  that  the  father  govnours  and 
rulers  of  such  as  be  of  tendre  age  do  teche  and  bring  upp  theym  in 
the  knowlege  of  the  same  shotyng;  And  that  evy  man  havyng  a  man  child 
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or  men  children  in  his  house  shall  pvide  ordeyne  and  have  in  his  house 
for  evy  man  childe  beyng  of  the  aige  of  vij  yeres  and  above  tyll  he 
shall  come  to  the  age  of  xvij  yeres  a  bowe  and  ij  shafte  to  enduse  and 
lern  theym  and  bryng  tnem  up  in  shotyng  and  shall  delyve  all  the  same 
bowe  and  arrowes  to  the  same  yongmen  to  use  and  occupier  And  yf  the  same 
yongmen  be  svaunte  that  then  theyre  Masters  shall  abate  the  money  that 
they  shall  paye  for  the  same  bowes  and  arrowes  of  theyre  wagis:  And 
after  all  suche  yongmen  shall  come  to  the  age  of  xvij  yeres  evy  of  theym 
shall  pvyde  and  have  a  bowe  and  iiij  arrowes  contynually  for  hymself 
at  his  ppre  costis  and  charges,  or  ells  of  the  gyft  or  pvision  of  his 
frende  and  use  and  occupie  the  same  in  shotyng  as  is  afore  rehersed. 

And  that  the  Justices  of  Assise  of  Gayle  delyverey  Justices  of  Peas 
and  Stuardes  of  Frauncheses  Lete  and  Laudays  have  power  to  enquire  of 
all  the  pmisses  in  theire  Sessions  Lete  and  Lawe  days  and  here  and 
detmyne  the  same;  And  also  by  their  discrecions  examen  all  psonnes 
lakkyng  and  not  havyng  bowes  shaftes  and  arrowes  accordyng  to  the 
fourme  afore  rehersed,  And  evy  psone  that  shalbe  founden  by  suche 
inquire  or  examynacion  in  defaute  or  nott  pvidyng  and  having  bowes 
arowes  and  shaftes  redy  by  the  space  of  one  moneth  shall  forfett  and 
paye  for  evy  such  (defate)  xijd.  And  where  any  such  forfeyture  shall 
happen  to  be  founden  within  the  pcynt  of  eny  Fraunches  Lete  or  Lawday 
then  the  Lord  of  the  same  Fraunches  Lete  or  Lawday  shall  have  the  for¬ 
feiture  therof,  And  in  all  other  place  all  such  forfeitures  to  be  the 
Kynges  soveign  Lorde  his  heires  and  successours;  And  that  all  Statutes 
heretofore  made  ayenst  theym  that  use  unlaufull  games  be  duely  putt  in 
execucion  and  punysshement  had  accordyng  to  the  penalities  of  the  same 
aswell  ayenst  the  offenders  and  occupiers  of  such  unlaufull  games  as 
agaynst  them  that  be  owners  or  keps  of  houses  or  other  placis  whare 
any  such  unlaufull  games  be  used  accordyng  to  the  p'port  tenore  and 
intent  of  the  same  statutes;  And  furthermore  that  all  Justices  of  the 
Pece  Maire  Baillifes  Shreffes  Constables  and  all  other  hed  offices 
and  evy  of  theym  fyndyng  or  knowyng  any  man  of  pson  or  psones  usyng 
or  exccisyng  any  unlawfull  games  cont'rey  to  the  said  estatute  have 
full  power  and  auctorite  to  corny tt  evy  such  offender  to  ward  ther  to 

remayne  without  bail  or  mayne  prise  to  suche  tyme  he  or  they  so  offend- 

yng  be  bounden  by  obligacion  to  the  kynges  use  in  such  sume  of  money 
as  by  the  discrecion  of  the  said  Justices  Maires  Bailliffes  or  other 
hedofficers  shalbe  thought  resonable  that  they  nor  eny  of  them  shall 
not  from  thens  forth  use  any  unlawfull  games,  And  that  evy  Bower  within 
this  Realme  alwey  make  for  evy  oon  bowe  of  ewe  that  he  maketh  to  sell 
at  the  lest  ij  Bowes  of  Elme  Wiche  or  other  Wode  of  mean  price;  And 
if  they  or  eny  of  theym  refuse  soo  to  doo,  and  it  founden  byfore  the 
Justices  of  pese  in  the  Shire  or  Maires  Bailliffes  or  other  Hedofficers 
Cities  or  Borowes  within  theire  Cities  or  Borowes  by  psentment  of  xij 
men  or  by  due  examinacon  byfore  the  said  Justices  of  Peas  or  ij  of  theym 
or  byfore  the  said  Maires  or  Bailliffes  that  then  the  same  Justices 
Maires  or  Bailliffes  have  full  actoritie  and  power  to  comitt  theym 
to  warde  there  to  remayn  without  baile  or  maymeprice  by  the  space  of 

viij  days  or  more  by  the  ciscrecon  of  the  said  Justices  Maires  or 

Bailliffes.  And  also  that  Buttes  be  made  in  evy  Citie  Towne  and  Place 
accordyng  to  the  lawe  of  auncient  tyme  used;  And  that  the  (inhitaunte) 
and  dwellers  in  evy  of  theym  be  compelled  to  make  and  contynewe  such 
buttes  and  to  exise  theymself  with  long  Bowes  in  shotyng  at  the  same 
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and  elle  where  on  Holidays  and  other  tymes  convenient.  And  ov  that  it 
is  enacted  by  the  said  auctoritie  that  evy  Jus  tic  of  Peace  within  this 
Realme  or  ij  of  theym  within  theire  sevall  Jurisdiccion  have  full  power 
and  auctorite  to  take  assigne  and  appoynt  Bowers  in  iij  ij  or  moo  places 
by  their  discrecion  withyn  evy  Shire  Citie  or  Borowe  where  the  most 
comen  repare  and  resort  is  of  his  subgiettes  and  there  to  inhabite 
and  make  long  bowes  of  Elme  Wiche  or  other  Wood  of  lytell  price  and 
value  to  sve  the  comynaltie  for  the  due  excise  of  shotyng;  And  to  take 
and  compell  as  meany  of  theym  as  they  shall  thynke  necessarie  by  theire 
discrecions  to  inhabit  at  suche  places  for  the  same,  and  so  in  like  wise 
as  often  as  the  case  shall  require  and  thought  behovefull;  And  that 
all  Bowstaves  of  Ewe  herafter  to  be  brought  into  this  Realme  to  be 
sold  by  open  and  not  solde  in  bundelles  nor  clos  to  thentent  the  byers 
of  theym  may  have  pfite  knowlege  of  the  goodnes  of  them  and  geve  the 
better  price  for  them  if  they  be  so  worth.  And  be  it  also  enacted  by 
the  auctoritie  aforsaid  that  all  Maires  Bailliffes  Shreffe  and  all 
other  Hedofficers  shall  make  open  pclamacion  of  these  psentes  in  evy 
market  and  feire  to  be  holden  within  their  sevall  Jurisdiccions  and 
Auctorities.  And  also  that  the  Justice  of  the  gaole  delyvie  Assises 
and  Justices  of  Peace  doo  cause  the  same  to  be  pclaymed  in  theire  sevall 
ccuittes  and  cessions  before  theym  to  be  holden.  This  Acte  concnyng 
the  makyng  of  Bowes  of  elme  wiche  or  other  then  of  Ewe  to  begyn  to  take 
effect  at  the  fest  of  Lammas  next  comyng,  And  the  residue  of  all  this 
acte  to  take  effecte  and  put  in  execucion  immediatly  and  to  endure  to 
the  next  pliament.  Item  that  no  Straunger  borne  oute  of  the  Kynges 
obeysans  not  beyng  denyson  shall  not  coveye  nor  do  to  be  conveied  into 
any  pties  out  of  the  Kynges  obeissaunce  any  Longbowes  Arrowes  or  Shaftes 
without  the  Kynges  speciall  licence  uppon  payne  of  forfeture  of  the 
same  wher  soev  thei  shalbe  takyn  withyn  this  the  Kynges  power  and 
uppon  payn  of  enprisonament  without  baile  or  mayneprise  unto  suche 
tyme  he  or  they  so  beyng  in  ward  have  made  a  resonable  fyne  to  the 
Kyng  for  his  or  theire  offences  afore  the  Justices  of  peas  or  ij  of 
theym  in  theyre  Sessions  in  the  same  Countie  where  he  or  they  shalbe 
comitted  to  warde  or  fynd  sufficient  suertie  for  the  payment  of  the 
same  fyne.  Item  that  no  man  psone  not  beyng  borne  withyn  the  Kynges 
obeisaunce  not  made  denyson  use  withyn  the  Kynge  obeisaunce  shotyng 
with  Longbowes  without  the  Kynges  licence  uppon  payn  of  forfeture  such 
bowes  arrowes  and  shaftes  as  they  shalbe  fonden  so  shotyng  with  and 
evy  of  the  Kynges  subjectes  may  have  auctoritie  to  take  and  sease  the 
same  forfaitures  to  his  owne  use. 
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6  Henry  VIII.  C.  2.  Acte  for  Maytenance  of  Archers.  (1514-15) 

Chapter  II.  Prayn  the  Comons  in  thys  psent  pliament  assemblyd  that  where 
in  the  pliament  holden  att  Westmynster  the  fourth  day  of  Februarij 
the  iijd  yere  of  the  reygne  of  oure  Sovaigne  Lord  the  Kyng  that  now  ys 

our  seid  Sovaigne  Lord  than  callyng  to  hys  most  noble  &  gacyous  remem- 

braunce  that  by  the  fete  &  exercyse  of  the  subjettys  of  thys  hys 
Realme  in  shotyng  in  long  bowes  ther  hath  contynually  growen  &  bene 
wythin  the  same  grete  noumber  &  multytude  of  good  Ar chars  whych  hath 
not  only  defendyd  this  realme  &  the  subjectys  thereof  agaynst  the  cruell 
malyce  and  daunger  of  their  outward  enmyes  in  tyme  heretofore  passed, 
ubt  also  wyth  lytell  noumbre  and  puyssaunce  in  regard  have  done  many 
(noble)  actys  &  dyscomf ytures  of  Warre  agaynst  the  infydeles  &  other, 

And  furthermore  subdued  and  reducyd  dyvers  &  many  regyons  &  countrees 
to  their  due  obeysaunce,  to  the  grete  honour  fame  &  surety  of  thys 

Realme  &  subjectys  &  to  the  terryble  drede  &  fere  of  all  straunge 

nacyons  any  thyng  to  attempt  or  doo  to  the  hurt  or  damage  of  them  or 
ony  of  them:  And  albe  ytt  that  dyverse  good  &  pfytabull  Statutys  in 
the  tyme  of  hys  noble  pgenytours  &  pdecessours  Kynge  of  thys  land  for 
the  mayntenance  of  Archery  &  long  bowes  heretofore  have  bene  made;  ^ 
amongest  whyche  the  ryght  famous  Kyng  of  noble  memorye  Henry  the  vij 
fader  to  our  seyd  Sovaygne  Lorde  by  the  auctoryte  of  dyverse  parliaments 
causyd  good  &  (noble)  actys  &  statutye  to  be  establysshed  and  made, 

&  that  shotyng  in  Crossebous  shuld  be  sett  on  parte  &  nott  used;  And 
also  that  grete  noumbre  of  bowestaves  of  Ewe  shuld  be  brought  &  con¬ 
veyed  by  marchaunte  reparyng  into  thys  realme  from  thos  partyes  where 
they  growe  uppon  cten  paynes  in  the  same  statute  lymytted  &  conteyned: 
yet  nevthelesse  Archery  and  shotyng  in  long  bowes  ys  right  lytell  used 
butt  dayly  mynysshyth  &  decayth  &  abateth  more  &  more,  for  the  moche 
party  of  the  Comonalte  &  poore  people  of  the  Realme,  wherby  of  oold 
tyme  the  grett  nombre  &  substaunce  of  Archers  hath  growen  &  multyplyed, 
be  not  of  power  nor  abilite  to  by  them  long  bowes  of  Ewe  to  exercyse 
Shotynge  in  the  same  and  to  susteyne  the  contynuall  charge  therof; 
and  also  by  meanes  and  occasyon  of  custumable  usage  of  tenys  playe 
bowles  (closshe)  &  other  unlaufull  games  phybet  by  many  good  &  benefycyall 
estatutys  by  auctoryte  of  parliament  in  that  behalf  pvyded  &  made; 
grette  Impoverysshment  hath  ensued  and  many  heynous  murderes  robies  & 
felonys  be  comytted  and  done,  And  also  the  devyne  (svyce)  by  suche 
mysdoers  on  holy  &  festivall  dayes  nott  herd  or  solemnysed  to  the  hygh 
dyspleasure  of  Almyghty  God:  Wherfore  the  Kynges  Hyghnes  of  hys  most 
blessyd  dysposicyon  greate  Wysedome  &  pvydence  and  also  zele  to  the 
publyke  wele  suertye  &  defence  of  this  hys  realme  &  subjecte  &  (their) 
auncyent  fame  in  this  behalf  to  be  revyved  &  repared;  by  the  assent  of 
hys  lorde  spyrytuall  &  temporall  and  hys  Comons  in  this  seyd  parlia¬ 
ment  assembled  &  by  the  auctorite  of  the  same  had  ordenyd  enactyd  & 
establysshed  that  the  Stateute  of  Wynchestre  for  Archers  to  be  putt 
in  due  execucon .  And  over  that  that  evy  man  beyng  the  Kynges  Subjecte 
nott  lame  decrepitt  nor  maymed ,  nor  havyng  ony  other  laufull  or  resonable 
cause  or  impediment  beyng  wythin  the  age  of  lx  yeres ,  except  (men  spuall) 
Justices  of  the  oon  benche  and  of  the  other,  Justyces  of  Assyce  & 
barones  of  the  Eschequer,  shuld  use  &  exercyse  shotyng  in  long  bowes: 

And  also  to  have  a  bowe  and  arrowes  redy  contynually  in  hys  house  to 
use  hym  selfe  and  doo  use  hym  selfe  in  shoting  And  also  the  father 
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govnours  &  rewlers  of  suche  as  be  of  tender  age  doo  teche  and  bryng 
upp  them  in  the  knoolege  of  the  same  shotyng;  And  that  every  Man  havyng 
a  Man  chyld  or  men  chyldern  in  hys  house  shall  pvyde  ordeigne  &  have  in 
hys  house  for  evyman  chyld  beyng  of  the  age  of  vij  yerys  and  above, 
tyll  he  come  to  the  Age  of  xvij  yeres ,  a  bowe  &  ij  shaftys  to  enduse 
and  lerne  them  &  bryng  them  uppe  in  shotyng;  and  shall  delyver  all  the 
same  bowe  &  arowes  to  the  same  yong  (man)  to  use  &  occupye;  and  yf  the 
same  yong  men  be  svaunte  that  then  theyr  Masters  shall  abate  the  Mony 
that  they  shall  paye  for  the  same  bowes  &  arowes  of  their  Wages;  And 
after  all  suche  yong  men  shall  come  to  the  Age  of  xvij  yerys  evy  of 
them  shall  pvyde  and  have  a  bowe  &  iiij  arowes  contynually  for  hym 
selfe,  at  hys  pper  coste  &  chargys ,  or  elle  of  the  gyfte  or  pvisyon 
of  his  frendys ,  &  use  &  occupye  the  same  in  shotyng  as  ys  afore  rehersyd. 
And  that  the  Justyces  of  Assyses  of  gaole  delyvery  Justyces  of  Peas 
and  Stewardys  of  Fraunchyses  letys  &  lawe  dayes  have  power  to  inquere 
of  all  the  pmysses  in  their  Sessyons  letes  and  lawe  dayes  and  here  & 
detmyne  the  same;  And  also  by  theyr  dyscrecyons  examyne  all  psons 
lakkyng  &  nott  havyng  bowes  shaftys  &  arowes  accordyng  to  the  fourme 
afore  (seyd)  And  evy  pson  that  shall  be  founde  by  suche  inquere  or 
examinacon  in  defaut  (&")  nott  pvydyng  &  havyng  bowes  arowes  &  shaftys 
redy  by  the  space  of  oon  moneth  shall  forfayte  &  paye  for  evy  suche 
defaut  xij  d.  And  where  any  such  forfayture  shall  happen  to  be  founden 
wythyn  the  pcynte  of  any  Fraunchyse  lete  or  lawe  daye  then  the  Lord 
of  the  Fraunchyse  lete  &  lawe  day  shall  have  the  forfayture  therof; 
and  in  all  other  placys  all  suche  forfaytures  to  be  the  (Kyng  our) 

Sovaygn  (Lorde)  hys  heyres  &  successours.  And  that  all  Statutes 
heretofore  made  agenst  them  that  use  unlaufull  games  be  duely  putt  in 
execucon,  &  punysshment  had  accordyng  to  the  penaltes  of  the  same, 
aswell  agenst  the  offenders  &  occupyers  of  suche  unlaufull  games  as 
agaynst  them  that  be  owners  or  Kepers  of  houses  or  other  placys  where 
ony  suche  unlaufull  games  be  used  accordyng  to  the  purport  tenour  & 
intent  of  the  same  statutys.  And  furthermore  that  all  Justices  of  the 
peas  Mayers  baylyffe  shreffs  constables  &  all  other  hed  Offycers  & 
evy  of  them  fynding  or  knowyng  ony  maner  pson  or  psons  usyng  or  exer- 
sysyng  any  unlaufull  games  contary  to  the  seyd  estatutys,  have  full 
power  &  auctoryte  to  comytt  evy  suche  offender  to  Warde,  there  to  remayne 
wythout  bayle  or  maympryse  to  such  tyme  he  or  they  so  offendyng  be 
bound  by  obligacyon  to  the  Kyngys  use  in  suche  some  of  Mony  as  by 
dyscrecyon  of  the  seyd  Justices  Mayres  baylyffes  or  other  hed  offycers 
shalbe  thought  resonable  that  they  nor  any  of  them  shall  nott  from 
(hens  forth)  use  any  unlaufull  games.  And  that  evy  Bower  wythin  thys 
realme  alway  make  for  evy  oon  bowe  of  Ewe  that  he  makyth  to  selle  att 
the  leest  ij  bowes  of  Elme  Wyche  or  other  woode  of  meane  pryce:  And 
yf  they  or  any  of  them  refuse  so  to  do  &  ytt  founden  before  the  Justyces 
of  peas  in  the  Shyre  or  Mayres  (bayles)  or  other  hed  offycers  of  Cytees 
or  boroughes  by  psentment  of  xij  men  or  by  due  examinacyon  before  the 
seyd  Justyces  of  peas  or  ij  of  them,  or  before  the  seyd  Mayres  or 
baylyffe,  that  then  the  same  Justices  Mayers  or  baylyffe  have  full 
auctoryte  &  power  to  comytte  them  to  Warde  there  to  remayne  wythout 
bayle  or  maympryse  by  the  space  of  viij  dayes  or  more  by  the  discrecon 
of  the  seyd  Mayres  (&)  baylyffe.  And  also  that  Buttys  be  made  in  evy 
Cyte  (Townes  &  places)  accordyng  to  the  lawe  of  auncyent  tyme  usyd. 

And  that  the  Inhabytante  &  dwellers  in  evy  of  them  be  compelled  to 
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make  &  contynewe  suche  butte  &  to  exercyse  them  selfe  wyth  long  bowes 
in  shotyng  att  the  same  &  ellewhere  on  holy  dayes  &  other  tymes  conven- 
yent.  And  over  that  ytt  ys  enactyd  by  the  seyd  auctoryte  that  evy 
Justyces  of  Peas  wythyn  thys  reame  or  ij  of  them  wythyn  theyr  sevall 
Jurisdiccons  have  full  power  &  auctoryte  to  take  assigne  &  appoynt 
Bowers  in  iij  ij  or  more  places  by  their  dyscrecon,  wythin  evy  Shyre 
Cytye  or  borowes  where  the  most  comon  repayre  &  resort  ys  of  hys 
Subjette,  &  therto  inhabite  &  make  longe  bowes  of  Elme  whyche  or  other 
wode  of  lytell  pryce  &  value  to  serve  the  comynalte  for  the  due  exercyse 
of  shotyng;  And  to  take  &  compell  as  many  of  them  as  they  shall  thynk 
necessarye  by  theyr  dyscrecyons  to  inhabyte  at  suche  places  for  the 
same;  And  so  in  lyke  wyse  as  often  as  the  Case  shall  requyre  &  thought 
behovefull.  And  that  all  bowestaves  of  Ewe  hereafter  to  be  brought  in 
to  thys  realme  to  be  sold  (be)  open  &  nott  sold  in  bundelle  nor  close, 
to  thentent  the  byers  of  them  may  have  pfyte  knowlege  of  the  goodnesse 
of  them  and  gyve  the  better  pryce  for  them  if  they  be  so  worth.  And 
be  ytt  also  enactyd  by  the  auctorite  aforeseyd  that  all  Mayers  (bayles) 
Shreffys  &  all  oder  hed  officers  schal.1  make  open  pclamacon  of  thes 
psente  in  evy  markett  &  feyre  to  be  holden  wythin  theyre  sevall  Jurys- 
dyccons  &  auctorytes;  And  also  that  the  Justices  of  the  Gaole  delyve 
Assyces  &  Justices  of  Peas  do  cause  the  same  to  be  pclaymyd  in  their 
sevall  circuytes  &  cessyons  before  them  holden  And.  also  that  no 
Straunger  borne  out  of  the  Kynges  Obeysaunce  not  beyng  denysen  shall 
nott  convey  nor  do  to  be  conveyed  in  to  any  parties  out  of  the  Kynge 
obeysaunce  any  long  bowes  arowes  or  shaftys  wythout  the  Kyngye  specyall 
lycence,  uppon  payne  of  forfayture  of  the  same,  where  so  ever  they  shall 
be  takyn  wythin  thys  the  Kynge  power,  &  uppon  payn  of  imp^-sonament 
without  bayle  or  maympryse  unto  suche  tyme  he  or  they  so  beyng  in 
Ward  have  made  a  resonable  fyne  to  the  Kyng  for  (this)  or  their  offences 
afore  the  Justice  of  Peace  or  ij  of  them  in  theyr  Sessyons  in  the 
same  Countie  where  he  or  they  shalbe  comytted  to  Warde  (to)  fynde  suf- 
fycyent  suertye  for  the  payment  of  the  same  fyne.  Itm  that  no  maner 
pson  nott  beyng  borne  wythin  the  Kynge  obeysaunce,  nat  made  denysen, 
use  wythyn  the  Kynge  obeysaunce  shotyng  wyth  long  bowes  wythout  the 
Kynge  lycence  uppon  payn  of  forfayture  suche  bowes  arowes  &  shafte  as 
they  shalbe  founden  soe  shotyng  syth;  And  evy  of  the  Kynges  Subjecte 
may  have  auctorite  to  take  &  sease  the  same  forfaytures  to  hys  owne 
use;  as  in  the  sayde  Acte  more  playnly  apperyth:  whyche  acte  was  made 
to  endure  to  thys  psent  parliament.  And  for  asmoche  as  the  seyd  acte 
ys  good  &  necessary  for  uppholdyng  of  Archery  for  the  defence  of  this 
realme  be  ytt  therfore  ordeynyd  establysshed  &  enacted  by  the  Kyng  our 
Sovaygne  Lord  &  the  Lordys  spuall  &  temporall  and  the  Comons  in  this 
psent  pliament  assembled  &  by  auctoryte  of  the  same  that  the  seyd  acte 
&  evy  thyng  therin  conteynyd  as  ys  afore  rehersyd  shall  from  hensforth 
stand  &  be  in  full  strenght  vertue  &  effecte  for  ever  more. 
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27  Henry  VIII.  c.  25.  (1535-6) 

Section  VIII.  ITEM,  It  is  enacted  by  thauctoritie  aforsaid  that  no  psonne 
nor  psonnes  at  any  tyme  after  the  feaste  of  Seint  John  Baptiste  nexte 
comyng,  shall  use  (kepte)  and  mayntene  any  open  playeng  House,  or  place 
for  comen  bowling  dysyng  carding  closhe  tenys  or  other  unlawfull  games , 
taking  money  for  the  same  or  other  gayne,  in  any  place  of  this  Realme, 
upon  peyne  to  forfaite  fyve  markes  for  evy  moneth  that  any  such  unlawfull 
Howses  or  Games  shall  so  be  openly  kepte  used  and  mayntened  in  any 
place  within  this  Realme,  be  it  within  lib tie  or  without,  any  graunte 
heretofore  made  to  any  psonne  or  psonnes  in  any  wise  notwithstanding. 
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33  Henry  VIII.  c.  9.  An  Acte  for  Mayntenance  of  Artyllarie  and  debarringe 

of  unlauful  Games.  (1541-2) 

Chapter  IX.  Moste  humbly  complayninge  shewe  unto  your  Highnes  your  dayly 
Orators  the  (Bowers)  Fletchers  Stringers  and  Arrowehedmakers  of  this 
your  Realme,  that  where  for  the  advauncement  and  mayntenance  of  Archerie 
the  better  to  be  maynteyned  and  had  within  the  same,  and  for  the  avoyd- 
inge  of  divse  and  many  unlaufull  Games  and  Playes  occupied  and  practised 
within  this  Realme  to  the  great  hurte  and  lett  of  Shotinge  and  Archerie, 
divse  good  and  laufull  Statute  have  bene  devised  enacted  and  made, 
amongest  whiche  one  was  made  in  a  parliament  holden  at  Westm  in  the 
thirde  yere  of  your  moste  gracious  raigne,  and  the  same  Acte  made 
ppetuall  in  the  parliament  there  holden  in  the  sixte  yere  of. your  saide 
raigne;  the  whiche  good  and  laudable  Acte  notwiths tandinge  divse  and 
many  subtill  &  inventatyve  and  craftye  psons,  intendinge  to  defraude 
the  same  estatute,  sithence  the  makinge  thereof  have  founde  and  dayly 
fynde  many  and  sondrie  newe  and  crafty  Games  and  Playes,  as  logatinge 
in  the  Feilde,  slydethrifte  otherwise  called  shovegrote,  aswell  within 
the  Cittie  of  London  as  els  where  in  many  other  and  divers  parte  of 
this  Realme,  kepinge  houses  playes  and  allyes  for  the  mayntenance 
thereof,  by  reason  whereof  Archerie  ys  sore  decayed  and  dayly  is  lyke 
to  be  more  mynished,  and  divse  (Bowers)  and  Fletchers  for  lacke  of 
Worke  gone  and  inhabyte  them  selves  in  Scotlande  and  other  places  out 
of  this  Realme,  there  workinge  and  teachinge  their  Science,  to  the 
puyssaunce  of  the  same  to  the  greate  comforte  of  estraungers  and  det- 
ryment  of  this  Realme:  And  where  also  your  Graces  subjecte  Bowyers 
Fletchers  and  (others)  Artifycers  afore  named  from  tyme  to  tyme  resorte 
repayre  and  come  out  of  all  place  of  this  your  Realme  unto  the  Cittie 
of  London  for  lacke  of  livinge,  and  doe  inhabite  nygh  the  same  Cittie 
or  in  the  suburbes  of  the  same  Cittie  and  in  the  streete  and  lanes  of 
the  same  Cittie,  beinge  no  fremen  of  the  same  Cittie  nor  bearinge  nother 
scott  lott  nor  other .chardge  within  your  saide  Cittie  as  other  Citizens 
and  fremen  of  the  same  Cittie  doe  and  are  bounde  to  doe  and  by  their 
othes  are  sworne  to  doe,  and  whiche  Cittizens  and  fremen  of  your  saide 
Cittie  of  the  mysteries  and  crafte  before  rehersed  whiche  have  bene 
brought  upp  as  prentices  from  their  youthe  dwellinge  within  the  Free- 
dome  of  your  saide  Cittie  of  London  are  alwayes  in  readynes  to  furnyshe 
your  Graces  affayres  when  they  shalbe  comaunded;  by  reason  of  the 
whiche  resortinge  and  aboade  of  suche  forrens  and  Straungers  of  the 
mysteries  and  crafte  before  rehersed  in  the  suburbes  streete  and  lanes 
of  the  sam  Cittie,  other  Citties  Townes  Village  and  Place  within  this 
Realme  remayne  and  be  unfurnyshed  of  Artyficers  and  Crafte  men  before 
rehersed,  to  the  great  decaye  of  the  Archerie  of  this  Realme;  And 
(forasmuche)  as  it  appeareth  by  the  preamble  of  the  saide  estatute 
enacted  in  the  saide  thirde  yere,  whiche  was  established  and  made 
ppetuall  in  the  foresaide  syxte  yere  of  your  most  gracious  raigne, 

That  your  Highnes  callinge  to  your  most  noble  and  gracious  remembraunce 
that,  by  the  (feare)  and  excise  of  the  Subjecte  of  this  your  Realme  in 
shotinge  in  longe  Bowes,  there  hathe  contynually  growen  and  bene  within 
the  same  great  nomber  and  multytude  of  good  Archers ,  whiche  hathe  not 
only  defended  this  Realme  and  the  Subjecte  thereof  agaynste  the  cruell 
malice  and  daunger  of  their  (utter)  Enemyes  in  tyme  heretofore  paste, 
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but  also  withe  little  nomber  and  puyssaunce  in  regarde  have  done  many 
notable  Acte  and  discomfytures  of  Warre  agaynst  the  Infidels  and  others, 
and  furthermore  subdued  and  reduced  divse  and  (many)  Regions  and  Count¬ 
ries  to  their  due  obeysaunce,  to  the  great  honor  fame  and  suertie  of 
this  Realme  and  Subjecte,  and  to  the  terrible  dread  and  feare  of  all 
straunge  Nacyons  any  thinge  to  at temp te  or  doe  to  the  hurte  or  damage 
of  them,  yet  nevertheles  Archerie  and  Shotinge  in  longe  bowes  was  little 
used,  but  dayly  did  mynishe  decaye  and  abate  more  and  more,  for  that 
muche  parte  of  the  colaltye  and  poore  people  of  this  Realme,  wherby  of 
olde  tyme  the  great  nomber  and  substaunce  of  archers  hathe  growen  and 
multiplyed,  were  not  of  power  or  abylitie  to  buy  them  longe  bowes  of 
Ewe  to  excise  shotinge  in  the  same  and  to  susteyne  the  contynuall 
chardge  thereof,  And  also  by  meanes  and  occacon  of  customable  usage 
of  Tennys  Playe  Bowles  Cloyshe  and  other  unlaufull  Games ,  phibited  by 
manye  good  and  beneficiall  estatute  by  auctoritie  of  Parliament  in  that 
behalf e  pvided  and  made,  great  ympoverishment  hathe  ensued,  and  manye 
haynous  murders  robberies  and  fellonyes  were  comytted  and  done,  and  also 
the  devyne  service  (of  God)  by  suche  misdoers  (&)  holye  and  festyvall 
dayes  (nor)  heard  or  solempnized,  to  the  highe  displeasure  of  Almyghtie 
God;  as  by  the  foresayde  preamble  more  playnely  maye  appear:  IT  MAYE 
therefore  be  enacted  by  your  Highnes  the  Lorde  spuall  and  temporall 
and  the  Comons  in  this  psent  parliament  assembled  and  by  thauctoritie 
of  the  same,  that  evy  man  beinge  the  Kinges  subjecte,  not  lame  decrepitt 
nor  maymed  nor  havinge  any  other  lawfull  or  reasonable  cause  or 
ympedyment,  beinge  within  thage  of  threscore  yeres ,  excepte  spiritual 
men  Justice  of  one  Benche  and  of  the  other,  Justices  of  the  Assise  and 
Barons  of  the  Eschequer ,  shall  from  the  Feaste  of  Pentecoste  next 
comynge  use  and  excise  shotinge  in  long  bowes  ,  and  also  have  a  bowe 
and  arrowes  contynuallye  readye  in  his  house  to  use  himselfe  and  doe 
use  himselfe  in  shotinge.  And  also  the  Father  Governours  and  Rulers 
of  suche  as  be  of  tender  age  do  teache  and  bringe  them  up  in  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  same  shotinge;  And  that  everie  man  havinge  a  man  childe 
or  men  children  in  his  house  shall  pvide  ordeyne  and  have  in  his  house 
for  everie  man  childe  being  of  thage  of  seven  yeres  and  above  till  he 
shall  come  to  thage  of  seventene  yeres,  a  bowe  and  two  shaf tes ,  to 
enduce  and  learne  them  and  bringe  them  upp  in  shotinge,  and  shall  delyver 
all  the  same  bowes  and  arrowes  to  the  same  younge  men  to  use  and  occupye; 
And  yf  the  same  younge  men  be  servaunte  that  then  their  Maisters  shall 
abate  the  money  that  they  shall  paye  for  the  same  bowes  and  arrowes 
of  their  wage;  And  after  all  suche  younge  men  shall  come  to  thage  of 
xvij  yeres  everie  of  them  shall  pvyde  and  have  a  bowe  and  fower  arrowes 
con tynually  for  himselfe  at  his  pper  coste  and  charge  or  els  of  the 
guyfte  or  pvision  of  his  freinde,  and  use  and  occupie  the  same  in 
shotinge  as  is  before  rehersed;  And  if  the  Master  suffer  any  of  his 
svante  takinge  wage  beinge  in  his  householde  and  under  thage  of  xvij 
yeres  ,  or  the  Father  suffer  anny  of  his  sonnes  beinge  in  houshoulde  and 
under  thage  of  xvij  yeres  to  lacke  a  bowe  and  two  arrowes  contarie 
to  the  fourme  of  this  estatute  by  the  space  of  one  moneth  together, 

Then  the  master  or  father  in  whom  such  negligence  shalbe,  shall  for 
everie  defaulte  forfeyt  vjs.  viij  d;  And  that  svante  passinge  thage 
of  xvij  yeres  and  under  thage  of  threscore  yeres  and  takinge  wage, 
whiche  can  or  is  able  to  shoote  and  shall  lacke  a  bowe  and  fower  arrowes 
by  the  space  of  one  moneth  together,  shall  for  everie  suche  defaulte 
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forfeyte  and  lose  vjs.  vijd. 

Be  it  further  enacted  by  aucthoritie  aforesaide,  that  noe  Man  under 
thage  of  xxiiij  yeres  shall  shoote  at  any  standinge  prick  excepte  it 
be  (at)  a  Rover  whereat  he  shall  chaunge  at  every  shoote  his  marke, 
uppon  for  evye  shoote  doinge  the  contarie  fower  pence;  And  that  noe 
pson  above  the  saide  age  of  xxiiij  yeres  shall  shoote  at  any  marke  of 
(a  leaven)  score  yarde  or  under,  withe  anye  prickshafte  or  fleight, 
under  the  peyne  to  forfeyt  for  everie  shoote  vjs.  viijd.  And  that  noe 
pson  under  thage  of  xvi j  yeres ,  excepte  he  or  his  father  or  mother  have 
landes  or  tente  to  the  yerely  value  of  tenne  pounde  or  be  worthe  in 
moveables  the  some  of  fortie  marke  sterlinge,  shall  shote  in  any  bowe 
of  Ewe  whiche  shalbe  bought  for  him  after  the  feast  of  the  Purificacon 
of  our  Ladye  next  comynge  under  the  peyne  to  loose  and  forfeyt  vjs. 
viijd.  And  also  that  Butts  be  made  on  this  syde  the  feaste  of  Saincte 
Michaell  Tharchaungell  next  comynge  in  everie  Cittie  Towne  or  Place, 
by  the  Inhabitaunte  of  everie  suche  Cittie  Towne  and  Place,  accordinge 
to  the  Lawe  of  auncyent  tyme  used;  And  that  the  Inhabitaunte  and  Dwel¬ 
lers  in  everie  of  them  be  compelled  to  make  and  contynue  suche  butte 
uppon  payne  to  forfeyt,  for  everie  thre  monethes  so  lackinge,  twentye 
shillinge;  and  that  the  saide  Inhabitaunte  shall  excise  them  selfes 
withe  longe  bowes  in  shotinge  at  the  same  and  els  where  in  holye  dayes 
and  other  tymes  convenient. 

And  to  thintent  that  everie  pson  maye  have  bowes  of  meane  price, 

Be  it  enacted  by  thauctoritie  aforesaid,  that  everie  bowyer  dwellinge 
out  of  the  Cittie  and  suburbes  of  London  shall,  after  the  saide  feaste 
of  the  Purifycacon  of  our  Ladye  next  comynge,  for  every  bowe  that  he 

maketh  of  Ewe,  make  fower  other  bowes  mete  to  shote  in,  of  Elme  wyche 

hasill  ashe  or  other  Wood  apte  for  the  same,  under  the  peyne  to  lose 
and  forfeyt  for  everie  such  bowe  so  lackinge  iijs,  iijd.  And  everie 
bowyer  dwellinge  within  the  saide  Cittie  or  Suburbes  of  London  shall 
after  the  saide  feast  of  the  Purificacon  of  our  Ladye  next  comynge, 
for  everie  bowe  of  Ewe  that  he  shall  make,  shall  also  make  tow  other 
bowes  apte  for  shotinge,  of  Ayshe  Elme  Wyche  hasill  or  other  Wood  meet 
for  the  same,  under  lyke  peyne  and  forfeyture. 

And  be  it  also  enacted  by  thauctoritie  aforesaide,  that  noe  Bowyer 
shall  sell  any  bowe  of  Ewe  for  any  pson  beinge  betwene  thage  of  eight 
yeres  and  fourtene  yeres  above  the  price  of  xijd.  And  that  the  same 
bowyers  shall  have  Bowes  of  Ewe  of  all  prices  from  vjd.  the  pece  to 
xijd.  the  pece  for  youthe  betwene  the  saide  ages  of  vij  yeres  and 

xiiij  yeres,  and  like  wise  have  bowes  of  Ewe  for  youthe  betwene  thage 

of  xiij  yeres  and  xxj  yeres,  and  shall  sell  the  same  at  reasonable 
prices;  And  moreover  that  no  Bowyer  shall  sell  or  put  to  sale  to  any 
the  Kinge  subjecte  any  bowe  of  Ewe  of  the  taxe  called  Elke  above  the 
price  of  iijs.  iiijd.  under  the  peyne  to  forfeyt  xxs .  for  everie  bowe 
soulde  to  the  contarie  above  the  saide  price  of  iijs.  iiijd.  as  appeareth 
by  a  Statute  made  in  the  xxijth  yere  of  the  Raigne  of  Kinge  Edwarde  the 
fourth,  the  fourth  Chapter.  And  that  all  bowe  staves  of  Ewe  hereafter 
to  be  brought  into  this  Realme  shalbe  soulde  open  and  not  in  bundelle 
nor  close,  to  the  intent  the  buyers  of  them  may  have  pfecte  knowledge 
of  the  goodnes  of  them  &  give  the  better  price  for  them  yf  they  be  soe 
worthe . 

And  furthermore  be  it  enacted  by  thauctoritie  aforesaide  that 
Fletchers  of  London  and  the  Suburbes  of  the  same,  may  at  their  libtye 
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sell  seasonable  tymber  to  evy  Fletcher  of  the  Countrie,  without  fallinge 
into  anye  penal tye  or  daunger  to  any  of  their  Wardens  for  so  doinge; 

And  that  all  ordnance  and  other  lawes  made  or  to  be  made  by  their 
Wardens  or  otherwise  to  the  contraie  shalbe  henceforthe  clerelye  frus¬ 
trate  and  voyde. 

And  also  be  it  enacted  by  thauctoritie  aforesaid,  that  the  Bowyers 
Fletchers  Stringers  and  Arrowhed  makers,  repayringe  and  resortinge 
unto  the  saide  Cittie  or  the  Suburbes  of  the  same  and  there  makinge 
their  dwellinge  or  abydinge,  beinge  not  Fremen  of  the  said  Cittie  bear- 
inge  neither  scott  nor  lott  within  the  saide  Cittie,  shall  at  all  tymes 
by  the  appoyntment  of  your  Grace  most  honorable  Counsaile  the  Lorde 
Chauncelor  of  Englande  for  the  tyme  beinge  Lorde  Tresorer  or  the  Lorde 
Privie  Seale  or  one  of  them,  goe  and  inhabyte  suche  Citties  Burroughes 
and  Townes  as  be  distitute  of  such  Artyficers  and  there  to  excise  occupie 
and  practise  their  saide  crafte  and  facultyes  for  the  mayntenance  of 
Artillerie  and  Archerie;  and  if  any  suche  pson,  to  whom  warnynge  shalbe 
so  given  by  the  Kinge  most  honorable  Counsell  the  Lorde  Chauncelor  the 
Lorde  Treasorer  or  the  Lorde  Privie  Seale  as  ys  aforesaide,  to  departe 
unto  other  Townes  or  place  of  the  saide  Realme  of  Englande  from  the 
saide  Cittie  of  London  the  suburbes  streete  lanes  and  place  nere  the 
same,  refuse  to  accomplishe  the  same,  that  then  he  or  they  so  refusinge 
shall  forfeyt  for  evye  daye  that  he  shall  make  his  abode  contrarie  to 
this  acte  four tye  shillinge. 

Be  it  also  enacted  by  thauctoritye  aforesaide,  that  no  Straunger 
borne  out  of  the  Kinge  obeysaunce  not  beinge  Denizen  shall  convey  or 
do  to  be  conveyed,  geve  sell  or  exchaunge,  into  any  parte  out  of  the 
Kinge  obeysaunce  any  longe  bowes  arrowes  or  shaftes  without  the  Kinge 
speciall  lycence,  uppon  payne  of  forfeyture  of  the  same  wheresoever 
they  shalbe  taken  or  the  value  thereof  within  the  Kinge  power,  and  uppon 
peyne  of  ymprisonement  without  bayle  or  maynprice  unto  (suche  suche 
tyme  as  he)  or  they  so  beinge  in  Warde  have  made  a  reasonable  fyne 
to  the  Kinge  for  his  or  their  offence,  afore  the  Justice  of  Peace  or 
two  of  them  in  the  Sessions  in  the  same  Countye  where  he  or  they 
shalbe  comytted  to  Warde,  or  fynde  sufficient  suertye  for  the  payment 
of  the  same  fyne.  And  that  noe  manner  of  pson  not  beinge  borne  within 
the  Kinge  obeysaunce,  not  made  denizon,  use  within  the  Kinge  obeysaunce 
shotinge  withe  longe  bowes  without  the  Kinge  licence,  uppon  of  forfey¬ 
ture  suche  bowes  arrowes  and  shafte  as  they  shalbe  founden  so  shotinge 
withe;  and  everie  of  the  Kinge  subjecte  may  have  authoritie  to  take  and 
seise  the  same  forfeytures  to  his  owne  use,  and  that  Justice  of  Assise 
&  of  Gayle  delyverie  (Justice)  of  Peace  and  Stewarde  of  Fraunchises 
leets  and  lawedaies  have  power  to  enquyre  of  all  the  pmisses  in  their 
Sessions  leete  and  lawdayes  and  heare  and  determyne  the  same,  and  also 
by  their  discrecon  examyne  all  psons  lackinge  and  not  havinge  bowes 
shaftes  and  arrowes  accordinge  to  the  fourme  aforesaide. 

Be  it  also  enacted  by  thauctoritie  aforesaide,  that  noe  manner  of 
pson  of  what  degree  qualytie  or  condicon  soever  he  or  they  be,  from 
the  Feast  of  the  Nativitye  of  John  Baptist  now  next  comynge,  by 
himself e  factor  Deputye  servaunte  or  other  pson,  shall  for  his  or  their 
gayne  lucre  or  lyvinge ,  kepe  have  houlde  occupie  excise  or  maynteyne 
any  comon  house  alley  or  place  of  bowlinge  Coytinge  Cloyshe  Cayles  halfe 
bowle  Tennys  Dysing  Table  or  Cardinge,  or  any  other  manner  of  Game 
phibite  by  anye  estatute  heretofore  made,  or  any  unlaufull  newe  game 
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nowe  invented  or  made,  or  any  other  unlaufull  newe  game  hereafter  to 
be  invented  founde  had  or  made,  upon  payne  to  forfeyt  and  paye  for 
everie  kaye  kepinge  havinge  or  mayntayninge ,  or  sufferinge  any  suche 
Game  to  be  had  depte  executed  playde  or  maynteyned,  within  anye  suche 
house  garden  Alley  or  other  place  contarie  to  the  fourme  and  effecte 
of  this  Estatute  fourtie  shillinge;  And  also  everie  pson  usinge  and 
hauntinge  any  of  the  saide  houses  and  places  and  there  playenge,  to 
forfeyt  for  everie  tyme  so  doing  vjs,  viijd.  And  yf  any  pson  hereafter 
sue  for  any  placarde  to  have  comon  Gamynge  in  his  house  contarie  to 
this  Estatute,  That  then  it  shalbe  conteyned  in  the  same  placarde  what 
game  shalbe  used  in  the  same  house  and  what  psons  shall  playe  thereat, 
and  everie  placarde  graunted  to  the  contarie  to  be  voyde,  and  also 
that  the  partye  obteyninge  any  suche  placarde  before  he  put  the  same 
in  execucon  shalbe  bounde  withe  sufficient  suertyes  withe  him  by 
Recognizaunce  in  the  Chauncerie  in  cten  some  to  be  appoynted  by  the 
discrecon  of  the  Lorde  Chauncelor  of  Englande  that  he  shall  not  use 
the  saide  placarde  contarie  to  the  fourme  thereof. 

Be  it  further  enacted  by  thauctoritie  aforesaide,  that  it  shalbe 
lawfull  to  all  and  everie  the  Justices  of  Peace  in  everie  Shier,  Maiors 
Sheriffe  Bayliffe  and  other  Head  Officers  within  everie  Cittie  Towne 
and  Boroughe  within  this  Realme,  from  tyme  to  tyme  aswell  within  lib- 
tyes  as  without  as  nede  and  case  shall  requyre,  to  come  enter  and 
resorte  into  all  and  everie  houses  places  and  allies  where  suche  Games 
shalbe  suspected  to  be  houlden  used  excised  or  occupied  contarie  to 
the  fourme  of  this  Estatute,  And  as  well  the.  Kepers  of  the  same  as  also 
the  psons  there  hauntinge  resor tinge  and  playinge  to  take  arrest  and 
ymprison,  and  them  so  taken  and  arrested  to  keep  in  prison,  unto  such 
tyme  as  the  Kepers  and  maynteyners  of  the  saide  playes  and  Games  have 
founde  suerties  to  the  Kinges  use  to  be  bounde  by  Recognizaunce  or  other¬ 
wise  no  longer  to  use  kepe  or  occupye  any  suche  house  playe  Game  Alley 
or  Place:  And  also  that  psons  there  so  founde  be  in  like  case  bounden, 
by  themselfes  or  els  withe  suerties  by  the  discrecons  of  the  Justices 
Mayors  Sherieffe  Bayliffe  or  other  head  Officers,  no  more  to  playe 
haunte  or  excise  from  thenceforthe  in  at  or  to  anye.  of  the  saide  places 
or  at  anye  of  the  saide  Games . 

Also  be  it  further  enacted  by  thauctoritie  aforesaide,  that  the 
Maiors  Sheriffe  Baylieffe  Constables  and  other  head  Officers  wthin 
everie  Cittie  and  Towne  within  this  Realme  where  any  suche  Officers 
shall  fortune  to  be,  aswell  within  the  Franchises  as  without,  shall 
make  due  searche,  wekely  or  at  the  furthest  at  all  tymes  hereafter 
once  everie  monethe,  in  all  place  where  any  suche  houses  Alleyes  playes 
or  place  shalbe.  suspected  to  be  had  kepte  and  mayneteyned:  And  if  the 
saide  Mayors  Sheriffe  Bayliffe  Constables  (and)  other  head  Offycers 
within  their  Citties  Burroughes  and  Townes,  aswell  within  Fraunchises 
as  without,  doe  not  make  due  searche  at  the  furtherst  once  everie  moneth 
yf  the  case  soe  requyre  accordinge  to  the  tenor  of  this  Acte,  and  doe 
not  execute  the  same  in  all  thinge  accordinge  to  the  purporte  and  force 
of  the  same,  That  then  everie  suche  Mayor  Sherieff  Bayliff  Constable 
or  other  head  Officer  to  paye  &  forfeyte  for  everie  Moneth  not  makinge 
suche  searche  nor  executinge  the  same  fourty  shillinge. 

Be  it  also  enacted  by  thauctoritie  aforesaide,  that  noe  manner  of 
Artyficer  or  Crafte  man  of  any  handy  crafte  or  occupacon ,  husbandman 
apprentice  laborer  svante  at  husbandrye  jorneyman  or  svaunte  of  artyficer 


>rr<  toaib  9  ,cT«3  )i  •  3'  •  ->l  :J 

. 

- 

. 


92 


marriners  fysshermen  watermen  or  any  svyngman,  shall  from  the  saide 
Feast  of  the  Natyvitie  of  Sainte  John  Baptiste  playe  at  the  Tables 
Tennys  Dyce  Cardes  Bowles  Clashe  Coy tinge  Logatinge,  or  any  other 
unlawfull  Game,  out  of  Christmas,  under  peyne  of  twentye  shillinge  to 
be  forfeyt  for  everie  tyme ,  And  in  Christmas  to  playe  at  anye  of  the 
saide  Games  in  their  maisters  houses  or  in  their  maisters  psence:  And 
also  that  noe  manner  of  pson  shall  at  any  tyme  playe  at  any  bowle  or 
bowles  in  open  place  out  of  his  garden  or  orcharde,  under  the  peyne 
for  everie  tyme  so  offendinge  to  forfeyt  vjs.  viijd:  And  that  all 
Justice  of  Peace  Mayors  Bayliffe  Sherieffe  and  all  other  hed  Officers 
and  everie  of  them,  fyndinge  or  knowinge  any  manner  pson  or  psons  usinge 
or  excisinge  any  unlaufull  games  contarie  to  this  psent  estatute,  shall 
have  full  power  and  auctoritie  to  comytt  everie  such  offendor  to 
Warde,  there  to  remayne  without  bayle  or  mayneprise  untill  suche  tyme 
that  they  so  offendinge  be  bounden  by  obligacon  to  the  Kinge  use,  in 
such  somes  of  money  as  by  the  discrecons  of  the  saide  (Maior  Justice) 
Bayliffe  or  other  head  Offycers  shalbe  thought  reasonable,  that  they 
or  any  of  them  shall  not  from  henceforthe  use  suche  unlaufull  games. 

Be  it  further  enacted  by  thauctoritie  aforesaide,  that  all  other 
Statute  made  for  the  restraynt  of  unlaufull  games  or  for  the  mayntenance 
of  Artillerie,  as  touchinge  the  penaltyes  or  forfeytures  of  the  same, 
shalbe  from  hensforthe  utterlye  voyde;  And  (for)  all  infomacons  pleynte 
accons  or  suyte  that  shalbe  taken  or  sued  uppon  anye  parte  of  this 
estatute  shalbe  comenced  within  the  yere  after  the  offence  comytted 
and  done,  or  otherwise  no  advantage  or  suyte  thereof  to  be  taken; 

And  where  any  suche  forfeytures  shall  happen  to  be  founde  within  the 
pcincte  of  anye  fraunchise  leete  or  lawe  daye,  then  the  lorde  of  the 
same  fraunchese  leete  or  lawedaye  to  have  the  one  moytie  thereof, 

And  thother  moytie  thereof  to  anye  of  the  Kinge  subjecte  that  will  sue 
for  the  same  in  anye  of  the  Kinge  Courte  by  accon  informacon  bill  or 
otherwise,  in  whiche  accon  or  suyte  the  Defendaunte  shall  not  be 
admitted  to  wage  his  lawe  nor  any  pteccon  nor  essoyne  shalbe  allowed; 

And  where  suche  forfeyture  shalbe  founden  out  of  the  Precincte  of  any 
franchise  leete  or  lawe  daye,  that  the  moytie  of  all  suche  forfeytures 
shalbe  to  the  Kinge  our  Soveraigne  Lorde  and  thother  moytie  thereof 
to  any  of  the  Kinge  subjecte  that  will  sue  for  the  same  by  bill  playnte 
accon  informacon  or  otherwise  in  anye  of  the  Kinge  Courte,  in  whiche 
suyte  or  accon  the  defendaunte  shall  not  be  admytted  to  wage  his  lawe 
nor  any  pteccon  or  essoyne  shalbe  allowed. 

And  to  thintent  that  everie  pson  maye  have  knowledge  of  this  acte 
and  avoyde  the  daunger  and  penaltyes  of  the  same,  be  it  enacted  by 
thauctoritie  aforesaide  That  all  Mayors  Bayliffe  Sheriffe  and  other 
head  Officers  shall  fower  tymes  in  the  yere,  That  ys  to  saye  once 
everie  quarter,  make  open  pclamacon  of  this  psent  Acte  in  everie  markett 
to  be  houlden  w^in  their  sevall  Jurisdiccons  and  auctorities,  And  also 
that  the  Justice  of  Gaole  Delyverie  Assises  and  Justice  of  Peace  do 
cause  the  same  to  be  pclaymed  in  their  sevall  Circuyte  and  Sessions 
before  them  houlden:  And  that  this  Estatute  shall  begynne  to  take  his 
effecte  concnynge  the  penaltyes  of  the  same  from  the  saide  Feast  of 
Sainct  John  Baptiste  nowe  next  comynge  and  to  contynue  and  endure  for 
ever . 

Provided  alwaye  and  be  it  enacted  by  thauctoritie  aforesaide,  that 
yf  any  pson  or  psons  have  taken  by  lease,  whether  it  be  by  worde 
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writinge  or  otherwise,  any  house  alley  or  place  wherin  anye  suche 
unlawfull  game  nowe  ys  and  at  any  tyme  of  suche  lease  made  was  used, 
that  then  everie  suche  lease  shall,  at  the  libtye  of  him  or  them  to 
whom  such  lease  is  made,  their  executors  admynis trators  or  assignes, 
from  the  saide  feast  of  the  Natyvitie  of  St  John  Baptiste  be  utterlye 
voyde,  Excepte  it  be  for  breache  of  covenante  or  agremente  or  payment 
of  rent  due  att  the  saide  Feast  or  att  any  tyme  before;  so  that  at  the 
same  Feaste,  or  within  one  moneth  next  after  the  same,  the  saide  lessee 
geve  knowledge  to  suche  lessor  or  lessors  their  heires  or  assignes  that 
hee  will  noe  longer  occupye  the  same,  And  that  then  it  shalbe  laufull 
to  the  Inheritor  lessor  or  owner  thereof  or  to  his  heires  or  assignes 
in  the  same  house  Alley  or  place  to  reenter. 

Provided  also  and  be  it  enacted  by  thauctoritie  aforesaide,  that 
it  shalbe  alufull  for  everie  maister  to  licence  his  or  their  svante 
to  playe  at  Cardes  Dice  or  Tables  withe  their  saide  maister  or  withe 
any  other  Gentleman  repayringe  to  their  saide  maister,  openly  in  his 
or  their  house  or  in  his  or  their  psence,  accordinge  to  his  or  their 
discrecon;  and  that  it  shalbe  laufull  to  everie  suche  svante,  for 
everie  tyme  so  beinge  comaunded  or  licenced  by  his  saide  maister  as  ys 
aforesaide,  to  playe  at  Carde  Dyce  or  Tables  withe  his  saide  maister 
or  other  Gentleman  so  to  him  repayringe;  Any  thinge  in  this  Acte  to  the 
contarie  notwiths tandinge . 

Provided  also  and  be  it  enacted  by  thauctoritie  aforesaide,  that 
it  shalbe  laufull  to  everie  Nobleman  and  other,  havinge  mannors  lande 
tente  or  other  yerelye  pfitte  for  terme  of  lyef  in  his  owne  right 
or  his  wyeffe  righte  to  the  yerelye  value  of  a  hundred  pounde  or  above, 
to  comaunde  appoynte  or  licence  by  his  or  their  discrecon  his  or  their 
servaunte  or  famylye  of  his  or  their  house  or  houses  for  to  playe,  within 
the  pcyncte  of  his  or  their  Houses  Gardens  or  Orchardes ,  at  Cardes 
Dyce  Tables  Bowles  or  Tennys ,  aswell  amongest  themselfes  as  other  re¬ 
payringe  to  the  same  house  or  houses ,  And  that  they  so  playinge  by 
comaundment  appoyntment  or  licence  as  ys  aforesaide,  shall  not  incurr 
anye  daunger  or  penaltye  conteyned  in  this  Acte  for  the  same;  This  Acte 
or  anye  thinge  therin  conteyned  to  the  contaarie  thereof  in  anywise 
notwiths  tandinge . 

Provided  alwaie  and  be  it  enacted  by  thauctoritie  aforesaide,  that 
all  Informacons  accons  and  suytes  nowe  dependinge  in  any  of  the  Kinge 
Courte  for  or  concerninge  any  penaltye  or  forfeyture  conteyned  in  any 
of  the  saide  Statute  by  this  Acte  repealed,  and  noe  Judgement  therin 
yet  given,  the  same  Informacons  accons  and  suyte  shalbe  remayne  and 
stande  as  good  and  effectuall  in  the  lawe  to  all  intents  construccons 
and  purposes  as  yf  this  Acte  had  never  bene  had  ne  made;  Any  thinge  in 
this  Acte  conteyned  to  the  contarie  in  anywise  notwiths tandinge . 
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2  &  3  Phillip  &  Mary  c.  9.  An  acte  to  make  voyde  dyvers  Lycences  of  Houses 

wherin  unlawfull  Games  bee  used.  (1555) 

Chapter  IX.  Most  humbly  besechethe  the  Queenes  most  excellent  Highnes , 
yor  loving  6c  obedient  Subjectes  the  Comons  in  this  yor  pnte  Pliament 
assembled,  That  where  by  reason  of  dyvers  sundry  Lycences  heretofore 
granted  to  divers  psons ,  aswell  w^in  the  Citie  of  London  6c  the  Suburbs 
of  the  same  as  also  in  divers  other  places  w^in  yor  Highnes  Realme, 
for  the  having  maintayning  6c  keping  of  Houses  Gardens  6c  Places  for 
Bowlyng  Tenyse  Dysyng  White  &  Blacke  Making  &  Marryng,  &  other  unlaufull 
Games,  prohibited  by  the  Lawes  6c  Statutes  of  this  Realme,  divers  6c 
many  unlaufull  Assemblies  Conventicles  Sedicons  6c  Conspiracies  have 
&  bene  daily  secretly  practised  by  ydle  6c  misruled  psons  repairing  to 
such  places,  of  the  wth  Robberies  &  many  other  Misdemeanours  have 
ensued  to  the  breache  of  yor  Highnes  Peace:  For  Remedie  wherof  it  may 
please  yor  Highnes  that  it  may  bee  enacted  by  your  Highnes  the  Lordes 
Spuall  6c  Temporall,  and  the  Comons  in  this  pnte  Pliament  assembled, 

That  from  and  after  the  Feast  of  the  Birthe  of  our  Lorde  God  (now) 
next  coming,  every  Lycense  Placarde  or  Grante  made  to  any  pson  or  psons 
for  the  having  mayntenance  or  keping  of  any  Bowling  Alleys  Dysing  Houses, 
or  any  other  unlaufull  Games  prohibited  by  the  Lawes  6c  Statutes  of  this 
Realme,  shalbee  from  the  said  Feast  utterly  voide  6e  of  none  effecte. 
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4  &  5  Phillip  &  Mary  c.  2.  An  acte  for  the  having  of  Horse  Armour  and 

Weapon.  (1557-8) 

Section  XIV.  Provided  also  and  be  it  further  enacted  by  thauc thori tee 
aforesaid,  That  this  Acte  or  any  thing  therin  conteined  shall  not  in 
any  wise  extende  or  be  adjudged  or  interpreted  to  abrogate  repeale  or 
make  voide  any  Parte  Sentence  Matter  Clause  Article  or  Thing,  conteined 
or  specified  in  the  Statute  made  in  the  xxxiijth  yere  of  the  reigne 
of  the  late  noble  Prynce  of  worthye  memorie  King  Henry  theight,  for  or 
concerning  the  having  of  Long  Bowes  and  Arrowes ,  and  thusing  order 
exercising  and  maintenance  of  Artilarie  and  shoting  in  Long  Bowes; 
but  that  the  same  Statute  and  everie  Article  Clause  Sentence  and  thing 
therin  conteined  and  specified,  touching  or  in  any  wise  concerning  the 
having  of  Long  Bowes  Arrowes  usinge  order  exercising  or  maintenance 
of  Archerye  and  shoting  in  Long  Bowes,  shall  stande  and  remayne  in 
force  and  be  observed  pfourmed  and  kepte  according  to  the  tenor  effecte 
and  true  meaning  of  the  said  Acte,  upon  paines  conteined  in  the  same, 
as  (if)  this  Acte  had  not  been  hadd  ne  made;  This  present  Acte  or  any 
thing  therein  conteined  to  the  contrary  in  any  wise  notwithes tanding . 
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13  Elizabeth  c.  14.  An  acte  for  the  bringing  of  Bowestaves  into  this  Realme. 
(1571) 

Chapter  XIV.  Where  as  the  use  of  Archerie  not  onely  hathe  ever  ben  but 
also  yet  is  by  Gods  special  Gyfte  to  the  English  nation  a  singuler 
Defence  of  the  Realme,  and  an  occasion  of  many  noble  Victoris  and  both 
a  very  wholesome  Exercise  for  the  Health  and  Strengh  of  Mens  Bodies,  and 
a  Maynteynance  of  a  greate  nuber  of  the  Queenes  true  Subjects  and 
Artificers  as  Bowyers  Fletchers  Stringers  Arrowheadmakers ,  and  other 
of  this  Realme;  and  for  that  among  other  Causes  of  the  Decaye  of 
Archerie,  one  great  Cause  is,  the  excessive  pryce  of  Bowe  Staves, 
groweth  principally  by  the  Scarcitie  of  Bowe  Staves  brought  into  this 
Realme:  For  Reformation  whereof,  Bee  yt  enacted  by  thaucthoritie  of 
this  present  Parliament,  That  all  the  Statutes  made  in  the  Twelf  yere 
of  the  Raigne  of  Kyng  Edward  the  Fourth,  concerning  bringing  in  of 
ctayne  number  of  Bow  Staves  according  to  the  Wayght  or  Value  of  other 
Wares  to  be  brought  into  this  Realme,  shall  from  hencefoorth  be  duely 
put  in  Execusion;  And  bee  yt  enacted  and  declared  by  this  present  Stat¬ 
ute,  That  al  Merchaunt  Straungers  using  to  bring  Wares  into  this  Realme 
from  the  East  Partes,  aswel  from  the  threescore  twelve  Hanse  Townes 
be  comprised  &  meant  under  the  name  of  and  bound  as  the  mchauntes 
mentioned  &  bound  by  the  said  Statute  to  bring  in  Bowe  Staves  upon  lyke 
paynes  and  forfeytures  as  by  the  said  Statutes  are  appoynted. 

And  where  the  greatest  Cause  of  not  putting  the  said  Statute  in 
execution  hathe  ben,  that  the  Forfaitures  thereby  lymited  are  by  the 
said  Statute  geven  only  to  the  Queenes  Matcher  Heires  and  Successors, 
wthoiit  any  Reward  to  the  pson  that  shall  sue  for  the  same;  Bee  yt 
enacted,  That  from  henceforth  al  the  Forfaytures  appoynted  by  the  said 
Statutes  shalbe  imployed  in  fourme  folowing,  that  is  to  saye,  Thon 
Halfe  thereof  to  the  Queenes  Mat;i-e  her  Heyres  &  Successors,  thother 
Halfe  to  such  pson  as  shall  sue  for  the  same  in  any  Court  of  Record, 
wherein  no  Essoyne  Ptection  nor  Wager  of  Lawe  for  the  Defendaunte 
shalbe  admitted  or  alowed. 

And  yt  may  please  the  Queenes  most  excellent  Matie,  That  it  be  on 
her  Highnes  Parte  straightly  charged  and  comaunded ,  that  all  the 
Statutes  nowe  remayning  in  force  for  repressing  of  unlawfull  Games, 
and  for  the  Mayntenance  and  Use  of  Archerye  shalbe  duely  put  in  Execution 
for  ever  under  the  Paynes  in  the  said  Statutes  contayned. 
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ENFORCING  STATUTE  OF  WINCHESTER 

(Westminster,  5  July  1511,  3  Henry  VIII) 

THE  PREAMBLE  FOR  THE  PROCLAMATION  OF  THE  STATUTE  FOR  VAGABONDS  AND 
UNLAWFUL  GAMES 


Moreover ,  whereas  the  King  our  sovereign  lord  is  credibly  informed 
that  his  subjects,  and  in  especial  servants  of  husbandry  and  ser¬ 
vants  of  artificers,  do  daily  incline  themself  to  unlawful  games, 
as  to  carding,  dicing,  and  other  unlawful  games  heretofore  by  divers 
statutes  prohibited,  whereby  the  said  servants  fall  to  robberies 
and  oftentimes  to  robbing  of  their  masters,  to  the  undoing  as  well 
of  themself  as  of  their  masters;  and  by  the  use  of  such  unlawful 
games,  shooting,  which  is  and  ever  hath  been  the  most  sure  and 
natural  feat  of  war  for  his  said  subjects  in  and  for  the  defense 
of  their  persons  and  of  this  his  realm,  is  greatly  decayed  and  out 
of  exercise;  his  most  noble  grace,  for  the  tender  zehl  that  he 
hath  to  his  subjects,  and  for  their  surety  and  quietness,  intending 
specially  the  avoiding  and  eschewing  of  such  robberies  and  other 
mischiefs  which  ensue  upon  the  use  of  such  unlawful  games;  and  to 
the  intent  that  that  most  defensible  and  natural  feat  of  shooting 
should  in  no  wise  decay  but  increase;  and  whereas  they,  evil-dis¬ 
posed  persons  being  of  sufficient  ability  and  power  in  body,  will 
not  put  themself  to  labor,  but  delight  to  live  in  idleness,  untruly 
feigning  themself  to  be  sick  and  diseased,  whereas  indeed  they 
be  not  so,  of  the  which  idleness  and  untruly  feigned  sickness  ensue 
all  vices  and  enormities  to  the  high  displeasure  of  God  and  distur¬ 
bance  of  the  King's  peace  and  his  subjects,  and  to  the  great  hindrance 
of  husbands  and  artificers  which  cannot  get  laborers  for  their  money: 

The  King's  grace  therefore,  especially  desiring  that  his  subjects 
should  above  all  things  eschew  the  said  idleness  and  feigned  occasions, 
mother  and  cause  of  all  vices,  to  the  honor  and  strength  of  this 
his  realm,  hath  commanded  the  statutes  which  do  prohibit  such 
unlawful  games  and  idleness  to  be  published  and  proclaimed,  to  the 
intent  that  none  of  his  subjects  shall  pretend  ignorance  of  the 
same;  charging  and  straightly  commanding  all  and  every  his  said 
subjects  for  their  degree,  havior ,  and  authority,  to  put  the  said 
statutes  from  henceforth  in  due  and  perfect  observance  and  execution, 
as  they  will  avoid  his  most  high  and  grievous  displeasure  and  the 
penalties  and  punishments  for  the  offenders  in  such  case  ordained 
and  provided,  the  tenor,  etc. 

It  is  ordained,  established,  and  enacted  that  where  such  misdoers 
should  be  by  examination  committed  to  the  common  jail,  there  to 
remain  as  is  aforesaid,  that  the  sheriffs,  mayors,  bailiffs,  constables, 
petty  constables,  and  all  other  governors  and  officers  of  cities, 
boroughs,  and  towns,  townships,  villages  and  other  places,  three 
days  after  this  act  now  proclaimed,  make  due  search  and  take  or  cause 
to  be  taken  all  such  vagabonds,  idle  people,  and  suspect  persons 
living  suspiciously,  and  them  so  taken  to  set  in  stocks,  there  to 
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remain  by  the  space  of  one  day  and  one  night,  and  there  to  have  none 
other  sustenance  but  bread  and  water;  and  after  the  said  day  and 
night  passed,  to  be  had  out  and  set  at  large,  and  then  to  avoid 
the  town  or  place  where  they  be  taken,  into  such  city,  town,  place, 
or  hundred  where  they  were  born,  or  else  to  the  place  where  they 
last  dwelt  or  made  their  abode  by  the  space  of  three  years,  and 
that  as  hastily  as  they  conveniently  may,  and  there  remain  and  abide. 
And  if  eftsoons  they  be  taken  with  such  default  in  the  same  town 
or  townships,  then  to  be  set  likewise  in  stocks  by  the  space  of 
three  days  and  three  nights  with  like  diet  as  is  before  rehearsed; 
and  if  any  person  or  persons  give  any  other  meat  or  drink  to  the 
said  misdoers  so  being  in  stocks,  in  form  aforesaid,  or  the  same 
prisoners  favor  in  their  misdoing,  or  them  receive  or  harbor  over 
one  night,  that  then  they  forfeit  for  every  time  so  doing  12d. 

And  also  it  is  ordained  by  the  said  authority  that  all  manner  of 
beggars  not  able  to  work,  within  six  weeks  next  after  proclamation 
of  this  act,  go  rest  and  abide  in  his  city,  town,  or  hundred  where 
they  were  born,  or  else  to  the  place  where  they  last  made  their  abode 
by  the  space  of  three  years,  there  to  remain  or  abide,  without 
begging  out  of  the  said  city,  town,  hundred,  or  place,  upon  pain 
to  be  punished  as  is  aforesaid;  and  that  no  man  harbor  or  keep  any 
such  beggar  in  his  house  over  one  night,  upon  the  same  pain;  and 
that  no  man  be  excused  by  that  he  is  a  clerk  of  the  university  from 
whence  he  saith  he  cometh,  without  a  letter  of  vice-chancellor  of 
the  university  from  whence  he  cometh;  nor  none  calling  himself  a 
soldier,  shipman,  or  travelling  man,  without  he  bring  a  letter  from 
his  captain  or  from  the  town  where  he  landed,  and  that  he  than  be 
commanded  to  go  the  straight  highway  into  his  country.  And  if  he 
depart  not  according  to  such  commandment  in  that  behalf  to  him  given, 
that  then  he  be  taken,  reputed,  and  punished  as  a  vagabond.  And  he 
that  harboreth  any  such  person  shall  forfeit  for  every  one  such 
person  that  he  harboreth  over  one  night,  12d. 

And  over  this ,  it  is  ordained  by  the  said  authority  if  any  sheriff 
or  other  officer  before  rehearsed  execute  not  the  premises,  as  is 
abovesaid,  of  every  vagabond,  hermit,  or  beggar  able  to  labor,  or 
clerk,  pilgrim,  or  shipman,  as  often  as  any  such  cometh  in  his  sight, 
or  that  he  hath  thereof  any  knowledge,  within  the  town  or  place 
where  he  hath  authority,  rule,  or  governance,  and  that  as  often  as 
any  such  of  the  said  misdoers  abiding  thereabout  one  day  and  one 
night  depart  unexamined  and  unpunished  as  is  abovesaid,  for  every 
misdoer  he  to  lose  3s.  4d.;  and  that  the  lord  of  every  leet  within 
this  realm  and  the  sheriff  in  his  tourn  have  authority  to  inquire 
thereof  and  of  all  the  said  defaults  and  misdemeanors  in  his  leet 
and  tourn,  and  the  lord  of  the  leet  to  have  for  every  default  found 
as  is  abovesaid,  the  forfeiture  above  limited,  and  the  sheriff  to 
inquire  in  his  return  of  such  excapes  within  the  jurisdictions  of  his 
tourn  and  to  have  3s.  4d.  for  every  such  default  found  in  his 
tourn;  and  that  this  penalty  limited  by  this  ordinance  to  be  forfeited 
by  any  other  officer  or  any  other  person  for  non- punishment  of  vaga¬ 
bonds  and  other  misruled  persons  within  every  city  where  mayor  and 
aldermen  be,  that  the  profit  of  every  such  penalty  be  unto  the  aider- 
men  of  every  ward  where  such  forfeiture  is  had  or  made  to  his  own 
use  and  profit.  And  also  it  is  ordained  and  enacted  by  the  said 
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authority  that  it  shall  be  lawful  to  every  man  entitled  to  have  the 
said  penalty  to  distrain  for  it,  in  likewise  as  the  lord  of  any 
leet  may  do  for  amercement  and  fines  had  and  assessed  in  the  same 
leet . 

And  for  this,  be  it  enacted  by  the  said  authority,  that  the 
Chancellor  of  England  or  Keeper  of  the  King's  Great  Seal,  the 
Treasurer  of  England,  the  two  Chief  Judges,  the  Barons  of  the 
King's  Exchequer  for  the  time  being,  and  also  the  justices  of  assize 
within  their  circuit,  and  every  of  them,  shall  have  within  the  shire 
or  shires  where  they  or  any  of  them  shall  fortune  to  be,  full  power 
and  authority  to  call  before  them  and  every  of  them  the  sheriffs , 
mayors,  constables,  and  all  other  officers  of  or  within  the  same 
shire  or  shires  which  have  to  put  the  statute  in  execution,  and  them 
and  every  of  them  to  examine  of  the  execution  of  this  statute;  and 
if  it  can  be  found  by  such  examination  that  the  said  officers  or 
any  of  them  be  defaulted  in  due  execution  thereof,  that  then  the 
said  officers  and  every  of  them  so  found  defective  shall  have  and 
suffer  like  pain  and  punishment  as  if  the  said  officer  or  officers 
had  been  thereof  duly  convicted  by  the  due  process  and  course  of  the 
king's  laws. 

And  over  this,  be  it  enacted  that  the  steward,  treasurer,  and 
comptroller  of  the  King's  most  honorable  household  for  the  time  shall 
have  full  power  and  authority  (to)  examine,  correct,  and  punish  as 
is  afore  rehearsed,  being  within  the  precinct  and  liberty  of  the 
verge.  Also  the  mayor  and  aldermen  of  the  city  of  London,  that  is 
to  say,  every  alderman  within  his  ward  and  the  mayor  throughout 
the  whole  city,  have  like  power  and  authority  to  examine,  correct, 
and  punish  the  said  offenders  within  the  said  city  and  liberties  of 
the  same,  in  manner  and  form  abovesaid. 

And  furthermore  it  is  ordained  and  enacted  by  the  said  authority 
that  none  apprentice  nor  servant  at  husbandry,  laborer,  nor  servant 
artificer  play  at  the  tables  from  henceforth,  nor  at  the  tennis,  closh, 
dice,  cards,  bowls,  nor  any  other  unlawful  games  in  no  wise,  out 
of  the  12  days  at  Christmas;  and  then  to  play  only  in  the  dwelling 
house  of  his  master  of  where  the  master  of  the  said  servant  is  present, 
upon  pain  of  imprisonment  by  the  space  of  one  day  in  the  stocks 
openly;  and  that  the  household  where  dicing,  carding,  tennis,  playing 
bowls,  closh,  or  any  other  unlawful  games  afore  rehearsed  shall  be 
used  otherwise  than  is  afore  rehearsed,  and  then  lawfully  be  presented 
afore  justices  of  peace,  mayor,  sheriff  in  his  tourn ,  and  steward 
in  his  leet,  or  by  examination  had  before  the  said  justices  of  peace, 
that  process  be  made  upon  the  same  as  upon  indictment  of  trespass 
against  the  King's  peace;  and  that  the  said  misdoer  be  admitted  to 
no  fine  under  the  sum  of  6s.  7d. 

And  that  it  be  lawful  to  two  of  the  justices  of  peace,  whereof 
one  shall  be  of  the  quorum,  within  their  authority  to  reject  and 
put  away  common  ale- selling  in  towns  and  places  where  they  shall 
think  convenient,  and  to  take  surety  of  the  keepers  of  alehouses  of 
their  good  behaving  by  the  discretion  of  the  said  justices,  and  in 
the  same  to  be  advised  and  agreed  at  the  time  of  their  sessions. 

Provided  always  that  diminution  of  punishment  of  vagabonds  and 
beggars  aforesaid  may  and  shall  be  for  wives  great  with  child,  and 
men  and  women  in  great  sickness,  and  persons  being  impotent  and  above 
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the  age  of  60  years,  by  the  the  discretion  of  him  that  hath  authority 
to  do  the  said  punishment,  this  act  notwithstanding. 

Furthermore  be  it  enacted  by  the  said  authority  that  the  justices 
of  peace  or  two  of  them  at  the  least  within  their  shires,  and  every 
shire- sheriff  and  bailiff  within  their  cities,  towns,  or  boroughs, 
shall  have  full  power  and  authority  to  make  four  times  in  the  year, 
that  is  to  say,  every  quarter  once  or  oftener  as  by  their  discretion 
shall  be  thought  reasonable,  through  all  their  shire,  a  due  and 
diligent  secret  search,  and  if  they  or  any  of  them  can  find  by  the 
reason  of  the  said  search  any  of  the  said  misruled  persons,  the  said 
misruled  persons  so  found  to  have  like  punishment  and  correction  as 
is  aforesaid. 
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PROCLAIMING  STATUTES  AND  ORDINANCES  OF  WAR  FOR  CALAIS 

(15  May  1513  5  Henry  VIII) 

FOR  DICING,  CARDING,  AND  ALL  MANNER  OF  GAMES 


Also  that  no  man  play  at  dice,  cards,  tables,  closh,  handout, 
nor  at  none  other  game  whereby  they  shall  waste  their  money  or  cause 
debates  to  arise  by  the  same.  And  if  any  so  be  found  playing  at 
any  of  these  games,  that  for  the  first  time  he  or  they  shall  be 
committed  to  ward,  there  to  remain  eight  days  and  to  lose  all  such 
money  as  they  or  any  of  them  play  for;  the  one  half  to  the  provost 
of  the  marshal  and  the  other  half  to  him  that  so  findeth  them  playing. 
And  if  any  of  the  said  army  be  found  twice  playing,  he  shall  be 
committed  to  the  provost's  ward,  there  to  remain  a  month  and  to 
forfeit  a  month's  wages;  the  one  half  to  the  King  and  the  other  half 
to  the  finder.  Provided  always  that  he  that  so  findeth  any  of  them 
warn  the  treasurer  of  the  wars  incontinent  after  he  hath  so  found 
them,  or  as  soon  as  he  may,  or  else  to  take  no  profit  of  that  part 
of  the  said  wages .  And  if  any  so  be  found  the  third  time  playing 
he  to  be  committed  to  ward,  there  to  abide  the  King's  pleasure  and 
to  have  such  further  punition  as  shall  please  the  King. 
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ENFORCING  STATUTES  AGAINST  UNLAWFUL  GAMES  AND  FOR  ARCHERY 
(Westminster,  5  May  1526,  18  Henry  VIII) 


Forasmuch  as  in  the  times  of  the  noble  progenitors  of  our  most  dread 
sovereign  lord,  divers  and  many  laudable  acts,  statutes,  and  provisions 
in  sundry  parliaments  have  been  made  not  only  for  punishing  and  laying 
down  of  bowling,  closh,  quoiting,  loggatting,  playing  at  tennis, 
dice,  cards,  and  tables,  and  other  unlawful  games;  but  also  like 
laudable  acts  and  statutes  have  been  made  for  maintenance  and  exercis¬ 
ing  of  longbows  and  the  archery  of  this  realm;  which  good  acts  and 
provisions  for  longbows  and  archery  notwithstanding,  the  said  unlaw¬ 
ful  games  be  so  continually  used  and  exercised  within  this  realm, 
and  no  due  punishment  had  in  that  behalf  according  to  the  said 
provisions  and  statutes  against  the  said  unlawful  games,  that  the 
exercising  of  longbows  and  archery  of  this  realm  is  almost  utterly 
set  apart  and  extremely  decayed;  which  is  to  the  high  displeasure 
of  our  said  sovereign  lord: 

For  remedy  whereof  his  highness,  by  the  advice  of  his  council, 
straightly  chargeth  and  commandeth  that  from  henceforth  no  person 
within  this  his  realm  of  what  estate,  degree,  or  condition  he  or 
they  be,  do  play  or  use  the  said  unlawful  games  nor  any  of  them, 
nor  householder  suffer  them  within  their  houses ,  upon  pain  of  for¬ 
feiture  of  the  penalties  contained  in  the  said  acts,  statutes,  and 
provisions,  without  any  manner  favor,  redemption,  or  pardon  in  that 
behalf. 

And  furthermore  his  grace,  considering  the  said  decay  of  longbows 
and  archery  to  be  within  this  realm,  straightly  chargeth  and  commandeth 
all  and  singular  his  justices  of  assize,  justices  of  peace,  mayors, 
sheriffs,  bailiffs,  constables,  headboroughs ,  stewards,  and  officers 
within  liberties  and  places  franchised,  and  all  other  his  faithful 
officers  in  all  cities  and  places  within  their  rooms,  authorities, 
and  offices  within  the  several  shires  and  places  within  this  his 
said  realm,  that  they  and  every  of  them  from  henceforth  with  all 
effectual  diligence  do  not  only  see  and  cause  to  be  quickly  and 
diligently  executed  all  acts,  provisions,  and  statutes  made  for  the 
maintenance  of  longbows  and  archery  within  this  realm,  in  the  time 
of  assizes,  sessions,  sheriffs'  tourns ,  leets ,  and  other  courts, 
by  inquiry,  privy  search,  and  other  knowledge,  using  all  the  good 
ways  and  means  for  maintenance  of  longbows  and  archery  within  this 
his  realm  within  every  shire  and  shires  of  the  same  according  to  the 

said  acts  and  statutes;  but  that  also  they  practice,  use,  and  devise 

all  the  good,  lawful,  and  discreet  ways  and  means  they  can  or  may 
possibly  for  repressing  and  correcting  the  uses  and  exercises  of  the 

said  unlawful  games;  so  that  no  negligence  be  found  in  the  said 

justices  or  the  said  officers,  as  they  will  answer  to  his  highness 
at  their  uttermost  perils.  And  that  the  said  justices  and  other 
officers  from  time  to  time  give  special  charge  and  commandment  also 
to  all  manner  householders,  having  special  regard  to  them  that  they, 
their  children,  and  servants  at  all  times  hereafter  have  in  their 
houses  bows  and  arrows,  exercising  and  using  the  same  accordingly, 
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upon  the  pains  contained  in  the  same  statutes.  And  that  as  well 
the  said  justices  and  other  officers  as  also  the  same  householders 
not  observing  this  high  pleasure  and  commandment,  further  to  be 
extremely  punished  as  is  aforesaid,  without  favor  or  any  manner 
redemption,  and  to  be  in  our  said  sovereign  lord's  indignation  and 
high  displeasure. 
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PROHIBITING  GRAIN  ENGROSSING:  ENFORCING  STATUTES  AGAINST  VAGABONDS 
UNLAWFUL  GAMES 


(12  Nov.  1527  19  Henry  VIII) 


His  highness  therefore,  most  graciously  intending  the  due  and 
speedy  reformation  of  the  premises ,  willing  this  his  said  realm 
to  be  in  quietness  and  good  order,  straightly  chargeth  and  commandeth 
all  and  every  his  said  justices  of  the  peace,  mayors,  sheriffs, 
bailiffs,  constables,  petty  constables,  headboroughs ,  and  tithing 
men,  and  all  other  his  ministers  that  they,  laying  apart  all  feigned 
and  vain  pity,  affection,  and  dread  and  all  other  excuses  and  delays, 
feom  henceforth  execute  as  to  them  appertaineth  and  as  often  as 
cause  shall  require  the  Statute  of  Winchester,  and  all  and  every 
other  statute  and  statutes  concerning  vagabonds,  beggars,  unlawful 
games,  suspect  inns,  taverns,  and  alehouses,  according  to  the  true 
meaning  and  purport  of  the  said  acts  and  statutes  in  that  case 
provided;  with  such  circumspection  and  diligence  as  the  King's  high¬ 
ness  shall  not  eftsoons  have  cause  or  need  to  send  or  give  to  them 
any  further  commandment  in  that  behalf,  as  they  will  avoid  his 
indignation  and  displeasure  with  condign  punishment  for  their 
negligent  demeanor,  to  the  fearful  example  of  other  his  subjects 
which  shall  happen  hereafter  to  be  in  like  authority  and  office. 
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ENFORCING  STATUTES  ON  ARCHERY,  HANDGUNS,  UNLAWFUL  GAMES:  REFORMING  HIGH 
GRAIN  PRICES 


(Westminster,  4  December  1528,  20  Henry  VIII) 


The  King  our  sovereign  lord,  of  his  high  prudence  and  wisdom,  consider¬ 
ing  how  that  in  the  times  of  his  noble  progenitors,  Kings  of  this 
his  realm  of  England,  as  also  in  the  time  of  his  most  noble  reign, 
by  the  exercising  and  using  of  his  and  their  subjects  in  shooting 
in  longbows,  there  did  insurge,  increase,  and  grow  within  the  same 
realm  great  number  and  multitude  of  franc-archers  which  not  only 
thereby  defended  this  his  said  realm  and  subjects  thereof  against 
the  danger  and  malice  of  their  enemies,  but  also  with  a  mean  and 
small  number  and  puissance,  in  regard  and  comparison  to  their  enemies, 
have  done  many  notable  exploits  and  acts  of  war  to  the  discomfiture 
of  their  said  enemies;  by  reason  whereof  as  well  our  said  sovereign 
lord  the  King  as  also  his  noble  progenitors  have  had  and  obtained 
great  and  triumphant  victories  against  their  enemies  to  the  great 
honor,  fame,  renown,  and  surety  of  his  and  their  noble  persons,  and 
of  this  his  said  realm  of  England  and  subjects  of  the  same,  as  also 
to  the  terrible  fear  and  dread  of  all  outward  and  strange  nations 
attempting  anything  by  the  way  of  hostility  to  the  hurt  or  danger 
of  this  his  said  realm; 

In  consideration  whereof  and  for  the  better  maintenance  and  good 
continuation  of  the  said  archery  and  shooting  in  longbows,  divers 
good  and  politic  statutes  have  been  made,  established,  and  devised 
as  well  in  the  time  of  our  sovereign  lord  the  King  that  now  is  as 
also  in  the  days  of  his  noble  progenitors,  Kings  of  this  realm. 

Yet  that  notwithstanding,  for  lack  of  good  and  effectual  execution 
of  the  laws  and  statutes,  the  said  archery  and  shooting  in  longbows 
is  sore  and  marvelously  decayed  and  in  manner  utterly  extinct;  and 
specially  by  the  newfangles  and  wanton  pleasure  that  men  now  have 
in  using  of  crossbows  and  handguns,  whereby  also  great  number  of  people 
be  given  to  felonies  and  to  the  unlawful  destruction  of  deer  and  other 
beasts  and  fowls  within  warrens,  forests,  chases,  and  parks,  to  the 
great  loss  and  detriment  as  well  of  the  King  our  sovereign  lord  and 
also  of  his  noblemen  and  subjects.  And  it  is  thought  by  the  King's 
highness  and  his  most  honorable  council  that  the  archery  and  shooting 
in  longbows  is  like  for  evermore  to  be  decayed  and  destroyed  by  the 
using  hereof;  and  of  divers  and  many  other  unlawful  games  as  playing 
at  tennis,  bowls,  closh,  tables,  dice,  cards,  and  other  unlawful 
games,  contrary  to  the  King's  laws  and  honorable  statutes  made  in 
that  behalf. 

For  the  remedying  and  eschewing  whereof,  and  for  setting  up 
again  of  longbows  and  advancing  and  increasing  of  the  said  archery, 
the  King  our  sovereign  lord  straightly  charge th  and  commandeth  that 
no  manner  of  person  or  persons  from  henceforth,  after  the  present 
proclamation  and  publication  thereof,  have,  shoot  in,  or  use  any 
crossbow  or  handgun  nor  have,  bear,  or  keep  any  crossbow  or  handgun 
in  their  houses  or  any  other  places  contrary  and  against  the  said 
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statute.  And  furthermore  our  said  sovereign  lord  willeth,  chargeth, 
and  straightly  commandeth  that  all  and  every  person  and  persons  of 
what  degree  or  condition  he  or  they  be  that  shall  see,  perceive, 
or  know  any  person  or  persons  shooting  in  any  crossbow  or  handgun, 
or  have  or  bear  any  crossbow  or  handgun  contrary  to  the  said  stat¬ 
utes  as  is  before  said,  that  then  it  shall  be  lawful  for  such  person 
or  persons  to  take  and  seize  or  cause  to  be  taken  and  seized  the 
said  crossbow  or  handgun,  crossbows  or  handguns,  from  the  said  per¬ 
son  or  persons  shooting,  using,  bearing,  having,  or  keeping  the  same. 
And  the  same  so  taken  and  seized  to  break  in  pieces  in  the  next 
market  town  or  other  town  in  the  presence  of  the  owner  or  owners 
of  the  same,  or  in  their  absence  in  the  presence  of  their  deputy 
or  deputies  there.  And  in  case  the  said  person  or  persons  do  refuse 
to  deliver  the  the  said  crossbows  or  handguns  to  such  person  or 
persons  as  shall  attempt  to  seize  or  demand  the  said  crossbows  or 
handguns,  then  and  in  that  case  the  King's  pleasure  and  commandment 
is  that  his  good  and  loving  subjects  being  near  thereunto  (being 
also  required  and  desired)  shall  assist  from  time  to  time  the  same 
person  or  persons  so  intending  to  seize  and  take  the  said  crossbows 
and  handguns  in  the  taking,  seizing,  and  breaking  of  the  same. 

And  furthermore  our  said  sovereign  lord,  the  King  chargeth  and 
straightly  commandeth  that  if  any  person  or  persons  shall  know  or 
probably  suppose  any  crossbow  or  handgun  to  be  kept  in  the  house 
of  any  person  or  persons  contrary  to  the  tenor,  form,  and  effect 
of  the  said  statutes,  that  then  it  shall  be  lawful  to  the  said  person 
or  persons,  knowing  or  probably  supposing  the  same  to  be.  true,  to 
enter  into  the  said  house  or  houses  where  any  such  crossbows,  handgun, 
or  handguns  shall  be  kept;  commanding  the  same  householder,  or  other 
person  or  persons  there  then  being  in  the  absence  of  the  said  house¬ 
holder,  in  the  King's  name,  that  he  or  they  without  any  contradiction, 
denial,  or  refusal,  incontinently  and  without  delay  deliver  the  said 
crossbow  or  handgun,  crossbows  or  handguns  being  in  the  said  house, 
to  the  person  or  persons  so  commanding  the  same.  And  if  the  said 
householder,  or  such  persons  as  in  his  absence  shall  than  be  there, 
deny  and  refuse  so  to  do,  then  and  in  that  case,  the  same  person  so 
demanding  the  same  crossbow  or  handgun,  crossbows  or  handguns,  shall 
resort  to  the  King's  true  and  loving  subjects  near  thereunto  dwelling 
or  being,  charging  them  in  the  King's  name  to  go  with  him  to  the 
same  house  for  his  better  aid  arid,  assistance  in  executing  this 
the  King's  high  commandment,  for  the  great  and  urgent  causes  moving 
his  highness  and  council  concerning  the  surety  of  his  most  royal 
person  and  realm;  and  to  charge  and  command  the  said  householder, 
or  such  as  in  his  absence  shall  be  then  in  the  same,  to  make  delivery 
of  the  said  crossbow  or  crossbows,  handgun  or  handguns,  under  pain 
of  death;  suffering  the  same  to  be  broken  in  parts  according  as  is 
above  rehearsed. 

And  over  this  our  said  sovereign  lord  the  King  chargeth  and  com¬ 
mandeth  that  no  manner  of  person,  of  what  degree  or  condition  he 
be,  from  henceforth  after  this  present  proclamation  and  publication 
thereof  had  and  made,  shall  make  any  crossbow  within  this  realm 
of  England  except  it  be  to  and  for  such  person  or  persons  as  may 
lawfully  therein  shoot  and  use  the  same.  And  also  in  case  any  person 
or  persons  shall  hereafter  make  the  said  crossbows,  the  King's 
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pleasure  is  that  the  same  makers  of  crossbows  shall  be  first  bound 
by  his  or  their  obligations,  to  the  King's  use,  by  the  governor 
or  ruler  of  such  places  where  they  shall  then  dwell,  in  such  sums 
as  shall  be  thought  by  the  same  rulers  and  governors  convenient, 
upon  condition  that  they  shall  not  make  any  crossbow  or  crossbows 
but  for  such  persons  as  may  lawfully  use  the  same. 

And  furthermore  our  sovereign  lord  the  King  chargeth  and  command- 
eth  that  no  manner  of  person  or  persons  shall  bring  into  this  his 
realm  any  crossbows  or  handguns  but  only  for  and  to  the  use  of  our 
said  sovereign  lord  and  such  other  as  may  lawfully  use  the  same, 
upon  pain  of  the  King's  high  indignation  and  imprisonment,  there 
to  remain  without  bail  or  mainprize  till  his  gracious  pleasure  be 
further  known  in  that  behalf.  And  also  his  highness  chargeth  and 
commandeth  that  no  person  or  persons  (not  lawfully  authorized  to 
have  and  use  crossbows)  presume  to  buy  the  same  of  any  stranger, 
denizen,  or  Englishman  being  within  this  his  realm,  upon  like  pain 
as  is  afore  rehearsed. 

Furthermore  our  said  sovereign  lord  the  King  chargeth  and  command¬ 
eth  that  no  manner  of  person  or  persons  use,  exercise,  or  haunt 
any  playing  at  the  tennis,  dice,  bowls,  cards,  tables,  or  any  other 
unlawful  games  contrary  to  such  laws,  ordinances,  and  good  statutes 
as  be  provided  and  made  in  that  behalf.  And  that  every  person  and 
persons  keeping  any  hostelry,  inn,  or  alehouse  within  this  his  realm 
of  England,  immediately  after  this  proclamation  and  publication 
of  this  the  King's  pleasure  had  and  made,  shall  not  only  eschew  all 
manner  unlawful  games  to  be  used  in  their  houses,  but  also  shall 
without  contradiction  suffer  such  persons  as  be  and  shall  be  author¬ 
ized  by  the  King  for  that  purpose  to  take  and  burn  the  said  tables, 
dice,  cards,  bowls,  closhes ,  tennis  balls,  and  all  other  things 
pertaining  to  the  said  unlawful  games.  For  the  King's  express  deter¬ 
mination  and  pleasure  is,  for  great  respects  and  causes,  that  the 
said  unlawful  games  shall  not  from  henceforth  in  any  wise  in  the 
foresaid  places  and  houses  be  exercised,  haunted,  or  used,  under 
the  pain  of  the  King's  indignation  and  imprisonment  as  is  before 
rehearsed . 

Furthermore  our  said  sovereign  lord,  considering  that  there  is 
great  abundance  and  plenty  of  all  manner  of  grains  within  this  his 
realm  of  England  (our  Lord  God  be  thanked) ,  yet  nevertheless  by  the 
inordinate  iniquity  and  covetousness  of  certain  evil  disposed  persons, 
more  regarding  their  own  particular  enriching  than  the  due  order 
of  charity  and  commonwealth  of  this  his  realm,  (who)  do  sell  the 
same  grains  at  great  and  excessive  prices  throughout  this  his  realm, 
to  the  great  hurt  and  impoverishing  of  his  subjects  of  the  same. 

Wherefore  the  King  our  said  sovereign  lord,  by  the  advice  of  his 
said  council,  chargeth  and  commandeth  that  every  person  and  persons 
within  the  counties  and  places  where  their  abiding  shall  be,  do  show 
and  detect  unto  one  or  some  of  the  justices  of  peace  within  the  said 
counties  and  places  aforesaid,  as  near  as  they  can  imagine  or  con¬ 
jecture  what  should  be  the  occasion  or  cause  why  that  grains  should 
be  at  so  great  and  excessive  prices;  and  whether  the  same  do  insurge 
and  arise  by  forestalling,  regrating  and  engrossing  of  grains  (as 
it  is  thought  to  his  highnes  and  his  honorable  council  that  it  should 
be) ,  which  is  contrary  to  his  laws;  and  to  detect  and  show  (all  favor 
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and  dread  put  apart)  the  name  and  names  of  such  persons  as  they  shall 
think  to  be  regraters,  forestallers  or  engrossers  of  grains;  or 
whether  there  be  used  any  undue  means  by  reason  whereof  the  price 
of  grains  should  be  so  excessively  enhanced. 

And  furthermore  the  King's  pleasure  is  that  all  and  singular 
justices  of  peace  through  this  his  realm  of  England  do  diligently 
inquire  and  search  for  reformation  of  the  premises  and  punish  the 
malefactors  and  offenders  in  that  case  offending,  not  failing  this 
to  do  as  they  will  answer  unto  the  King's  highness  at  their  utter¬ 
most  peril;  commanding  and  straightly  charging  all  and  singular 
mayors,  sheriffs,  justices  of  peace,  bailiffs,  constables,  head- 
boroughs,  and  other  his  officers  and  ministers  of  justice  as  well 
within  liberties  and  places  privileged  as  without,  that  from  hence¬ 
forth  and  from  time  to  time  they  shall  see  this  the  King's  proclama- ' 
tion ,  commandment,  and  pleasure  to  be  put  in  due  and  effectual 
execution  (all  favor,  dread,  malice,  and  meed  utterly  set  apart) 
as  they  will  deserve  his  grace's  special  thanks,  and  by  doing  the 
contrary  to  be  in  his  high  indignation  and  displeasure. 
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ORDERING  LOCAL  OFFICERS  TO  ENFORCE  STATUTES 

(London,  after  1532,  24  Henry  VIII) 


Where  divers  and  many  good  wholesome  statutes  and  laws  have  been 
made  and  established  as  well  in  the  time  of  the  most  gracious  reign 
of  our  most  dread  sovereign  lord  ds  in  the  time  of  sundry  of  his 
noble  progenitors,  for  the  weal,  profit,  and  utility  of  this  realm, 
and  for  conservation  of  the  King's  loving  subjects  in  good  peace, 
concord,  and  unity,  according  to  the  estates  and  degrees  that  every 
of  them  is  called  to; 

And  in  especial  among  other,  the  statutes  made  against  such  as 
craftily  imagine,  invent,  make,  and  publish  new-fangled  news,  tidings, 
and  false  tales  to  provoke  and  stir  sedition,  murmur,  grudge,  and 
division  among  the  people;  the  statutes  provided  for  idle  beggars 
and  vagabonds;  the  statutes  for  unlawful  games  and  play;  and  for 
maintenance  and  using  of  artillery  and  archery;  the  statute  made 
for  reformation  of  excess  in  apparel;  and  the  statute  made  for 
sewers ; 

For  lack  of  due  execution  of  which  good  statutes,  the  offenders 
for  whom  they  were  made  daily  increase  and  be  encouraged,  and  the 
offenses  for  which  the  said  statutes  were  provided  be  not  reformed, 
punished,  nor  repressed,  to  the  great  hurt  of  the  commonwealth  of 
this  realm;  the  very  default  whereof  resteth  in  the  King's  justices 
of  the  peace,  mayors,  sheriffs,  bailiffs,  chief  constables,  constables, 
tithing  men,  and  other  ministers  of  justice  in  every  shire,  city, 
borough,  and  place  of  this  realm,  which  for  the  most  part  so  neg¬ 
ligently,  dulcetly,  favorably,  and  unwillingly  use  their  offices 
that  justice  is  decayed,  no  punishment  is  done  for  common  and  open 
offenses ; 

By  reason  whereof,  the  offenders,  being  shameless,  stand  without 
dread  of  the  laws,  and  so  daily  increase  in  multitude  and  numbers, 
and  take  courage  and  boldness  without  shame  or  dread  to  commit  daily 
offenses  contrary  to  the  form  of  the  said  good  laws  and  statutes  of 
this  realm,  to  the  high  displeasure  of  Almighty  God,  and  to  impeach¬ 
ment,  hindrance,  damage,  and  the  whole  subversion  of  the  commonwealth 
of  this  realm,  if  speedy  remedy  be  not  otherwise  provided  in  this 
behalf; 

The  King's  most  royal  majesty,  who  nothing  more  earnestly  desireth 
than  the  advancement  of  the  commonwealth  of  this  realm,  the  due 
execution  and  equal  administration  of  justice,  and  the  good  peace, 
rest,  and  quietness  of  his  loving  subjects,  much  lamenteth  that  his 
justices,  officers,  and  ministers,  to  whom  his  highness  hath  committed 
the  cure  of  administration  of  justice  and  the  due  execution  of  such 
statutes,  do  so  negligently  and  unwillingly  use  the  things  committed 
to  their  charge,  within  the  limits  of  their  authorities,  contrary 
to  the  good  expectation  and  trust  that  his  majesty  hath  in  them. 

His  highness  therefore,  most  prudently  considering  the  premises, 
and  minding  first  most  graciously  to  admonish  them  of  their  negligences 
and  defaults  in  the  same,  doth  straightly  charge  and  command  all 
and  singular  his  justices,  commissioners,  mayors,  sheriffs,  bailiffs, 
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constables,  under-constables,  tithing  men,  burseholders ,  and  all 
other  his  ministers  of  justice,  of  what  authority,  degree,  or  estate 
soever  they  be,  that  they  endeavor  to  do  and  exercise  the  offices, 
cures,  and  authorities  committed  to  their  charges,  without  dread, 
corruption,  affection,  or  partiality;  and  that  especially  they  shall 
put  into  execution  the  laws  and  statutes  above  mentioned,  having  also 
most  vigilant  and  earnest  eye  and  regard  to  the  apprehension  and 
committing  to  sure  prison  all  such  persons  as  shall  set  forth  any 
new  rumors,  tales,  or  reports,  that  shall  in  any  wise  sound  to  the 
slander  or  damage  of  his  majesty  or  of  any  of  his  council,  or  to 
the  provocation  of  sedition  or  murmur  among  his  subjects,  or  to  the 
violation  of  any  good  law  or  custom  of  this  his  realm. 

And  in  their  good  doings  and  proceedings  ,  his  majesty  will  earnestly 
from  time  to  time  assist  them  and,  for  the  same,  love  them,  favor 
them,  and  in  all  their  reasonable  suits  most  graciously  hear  them; 
and  over  that,  requite  their  good  services  and  diligences  in  his 
commonwealth  in  such  wise  that  they  shall  think  their  travails  and 
pains  right  well  employed  and  bestowed  in  that  behalf. 

And  in  case  that  after  this  his  most  gracious  admonition  no 
amendment  be  had,  nor  respect  to  their  duties,  his  highness  then 
signifieth  to  such  as  do  and  will  obstinately  continue  and  persist 
in  their  negligences,  follies,  and  defaults,  that  they  and  every  of 
them  shall  run  into  his  most  high  indignation  and  displeasure. 

And  over  that,  his  grace  will  pursue  them  as  very  enemies  of  his 
commonwealth,  and  punish  them  in  their  bodies,  lands,  and  goods, 
after  their  demerits,  that  it  shall  be  to  their  confusions  and 
undoings,  to  the  most  terrible  example  of  such  offenders. 

And  furthermore,  his  majesty  straightly  chargeth  and  commandeth 
all  and  singular  persons  within  this  his  realm  and  dominions,  of 
what  estate,  degree,  or  condition  soever  they  be,  that  they  and  every 
of  them,  for  their  parts  do  from  henceforth  observe  and  keep  the 
said  good  laws  and  statutes,  upon  the  pains  and  penalties  contained 
in  the  same;  which  his  highness  intendeth  to  take  and  levy  without 
pardon  or  remission,  in  case  they  do  obstinately  persist  in  the 
breaking  of  the  said  statutes  and  laws,  after  this  his  grace's 
proclamation . 
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ENFORCING  STATUTES  ON  ARCHERY,  UNLAWFUL  GAMES 


(London,  February  1536,  27  Henry  VIII) 


Where  amongst  many  good  and  wholesome  laws  and  statutes  of  this 
realm  there  is  made  and  ordained  one  statute  for  maintenance  of 
archery;  and  sundry  statutes  for  repress  and  reformation  of  playing 
at  dice,  cards,  tennis,  bowling,  and  other  unlawful  games;  a  statute 
made  for  reformation  of  apparel  and  raiment;  and  another  statute  made 
for  punishment  and  ordering  of  sturdy  beggars;  all  which  statutes, 
as  well  by  obstinacy  and  willfulness  of  the  subjects  of  this  realm, 
as  also  by  negligence  and  affection  of  the  King's  justices  of  peace 
and  other  ministers  that  have  power  to  put  them  in  due  execution, 
have  not  been  observed  and  kept,  but  neglected  and  contemned,  to 
the  great  discontentation  and  displeasure  of  the  King's  highness, 
and  to  the  great  hurt  of  the  commonweal  of  this  his  realm: 

The  King's  majesty  therefore,  by  the  advice  of  his  lords  spiritu¬ 
al  and  temporal  and  the  commons  in  this  present  parliament  assembled, 
deeply  pondering  and  considering  that  the  said  statutes  greatly  tend 
to  the  advancement  of  the  commonweal  and  surety  of  this  his  realm 
and  to  the  great  commodity  of  his  loving  subjects  of  the  same,  doth 
straightly  charge  and  command  all  and  singular  his  subjects,  of 
what  estate,  degree,  or  condition  soever  he  or  they  be,  that  they 
and  every  of  them  from  the  Feast  of  the  Annunciation  of  Our  Lady 
next  coming  do  keep  and  observe  the  Statute  of  Apparel  in  such 
manner,  form,  and  condition  as  in  the  same  statute  particularly  is 
contained  and  expressed;  and  shall  also  from  henceforth  keep  and 
observe  all  the  other  statutes  made  for  or  concerning  maintenance 
of  archery,  punishment  of  beggars,  and  reformation  and  abuse  of 
unlawful  games,  and  put  all  and  every  of  the  same  statutes  abovesaid 
in  due  and  perfect  execution  according  to  their  tenors,  purports, 
and  effects:  upon  the  pains  and  losses  of  the  forfeitures  limited 
in  every  of  the  said  statutes,  which  pains  and  forfeitures  the  King's 
highness  will  not  hereafter  at  any  time  remit,  pardon,  nor  forgive 
to  any  of  the  offenders  in  any  of  the  said  statutes,  but  intendeth 
to  take  the  same  pains  and  forfeitures  according  to  his  laws  from 
time  to  time  as  the  case  shall  require  in  that  behalf. 

And  over  this,  his  highness  straightly  chargeth  and  commandeth 
as  well  his  lords  spiritual  and  temporal  as  also  all  justices  of 
peace,  mayors,  sheriffs,  bailiffs,  and  all  other  ministers  and  officers 
whatsoever  they  be,  that  they  and  every  of  them  within  their  author¬ 
ities,  as  well  within  liberties  as  without,  without  favor,  affection, 
or  corruption,  shall  put  their  effectual  endeavor  and  diligences 
for  the  due  observation  and  execution  of  the  said  statutes  and 
every  of  them;  and  especially  every  of  the  said  lords ,  and  all  other 
householders,  amongst  their  own  families  and  household  servants, 
as  they  and  every  of  them  and  all  other  his  loving  subjects  will 
have  his  most  gracious  favor  and  thanks,  and  avoid  the  penalties 
limited  by  the  said  statutes  and  his  most  dreadful  indignation  and 
displeasure,  and  will  answer  to  his  majesty  for  contemning  his  laws 
and  this  his  grace's  proclamation  at  their  uttermost  perils. 
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ENFORCING  STATUTES  AGAINST  UNLAWFUL  GAMES 

(London,  13  September  1538,  30  Henry  VIII) 


Whereas  in  the  statute  made  at  Canterbury  the  12th  year  of  the  reign 
of  King  Richard  (II)  amongst  other  things  it  was  accorded  and 
assented  that  the  servants  and  laborers  of  husbandry  and  laborers 
and  servants  of  artificers  and  of  victualers  should  have  bows  and 
arrows,  and  use  the  same  the  Sundays  and  other  festival  days,  and 
utterly  leave  playing  at  the  balls,  as  well  handball  as  football, 
and  other  games  called  quoits,  dice,  bowling,  and  kailes  and  other 
such  unthrifty  games,  and  that  the  sheriffs,  mayors,  bailiffs,  and 
constables  should  have  power  to  arrest  all  that  doth  contrary,  as 
in  the  said  statute  is  more  fully  contained:  it  is  ordained  the 
11th  year  of  King  Henry  IV  that  the  said  statute  be  firmly  holden 
and  kept,  joining  to  the  same  that  every  such  laborer  or  servant 
that  doth  contrary  to  the  same  statute  shall  have  imprisonment 
by  six  days.  And  the  mayors  and  sheriffs,  or  the  mayors  and  bailiffs 
of  cities  and  boroughs,  and  the  constables  in  other  towns,  shall 
have  power  to  put  this  statute  in  execution  from  time  to  time; 
and  if  they  do  not  thereof  execution,  the  same  mayors  and  sheriffs, 
or  mayors  and  bailiffs  aforesaid,  shall  pay  to  the  King  for  every 
default  20s.;  and  the  constables  or  constable  of  every  town  that 
doth  not  like  execution  of  this  statute  shall  pay  for  every  their 
or  his  default  6s.  4d.;  and  that  the  justices  of  assizes  shall  have 
power  to  inquire  in  this  case  in  their  sessions  from  time  to  time 
of  them  that  do  contrary  to  this  statute  and  thereof  to  certify 
in  the  chancery. 

Item,  it  is  ordained  the  17th  year  of  King  Edward  IV  that  after 
the  Feast  of  Easter  next  coming,  no  person,  governor,  nor  occupier 
of  any  house,  tenement,  garden,  or  other  place  within  this  realm 
shall  willingly  suffer  any  person  to  occupy  or  play  any  of  the  said 
games  called  closh,  kailes,  half bowl,  hand- in  and  hand-out  or  quick- 
board  and  any  of  them  within  any  of  their  said  houses,  tenements, 
gardens,  or  any  other  place,  upon  pain  to  have  the  imprisonment  of 
three  years  and  to  forfeit  and  lose  for  every  offense  £20;  the  one 
half  thereof  to  our  sovereign  lord  the  King  to  be  applied  to  the  use 
of  his  house  in  all  such  places  where  such  forfeiture  shall  happen 
to  fall,  other  than  where  any  person  ought  to  have  the  forfeiture 
of  the  goods  of  felons  and  fugitives  by  any  lawful  grant,  authority 
of  parliament  or  otherwise.  And  it  is  ordained  by  the  said  authority 
that  all  such  persons,  their  heirs  and  successors,  which  ought  to 
have  any  such  forfeitures  in  such  places,  shall  have  all  such  half 
as  shall  be  hereafter  forfeit  by  any  of  the  premises;  and  the  other 
half  thereof  to  him  or  them  that  in  this  behalf  will  pursue  by  action 
of  debt  at  the  common  law.  In  which  action,  like  process,  trial, 
judgment,  costs,  damages,  and  execution  shall  be  had  as  is  used  in 
other  actions  there  pursued.  And  that  no  person  from  the  said  Feast 
of  Easter  shall  use  any  of  the  said  games  called  closh,  halfbowl, 
kailes,  hand- in  and  hand-out  or  quickboard ,  upon  pain  of  two  years' 
imprisonment  and  to  forfeit  for  every  default  £10.,  the  one  half 
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thereof  to  our  soveriegn  lord  the  King,  to  be  applied  to  the  use 
of  his  house  in  all  such  places  where  such  forfeiture  shall  happen 
to  fall,  other  than  where  any  person  ought  to  have  the  forfeiture 
of  the  goods  of  felons  and  fugitives  by  any  lawful  grant,  authority 
of  parliament,  or  otherwise.  And  it  is  ordained  by  the  said  authority 
that  all  such  persons,  their  heirs  and  successors,  which  ought  to 
have  any  such  forfeitures  in  such  places  shall  have  all  such  half 
that  shall  be  hereafter  forfeit  by  any  of  the  premises,  and  the 
other  half  thereof  to  him  or  them  that  in  this  behalf  will  sue  by 
action  of  debt  in  like  manner  and  form  as  be  had,  tried,  ruled,  and 
ordered  as  is  aforesaid. 

Item,  it  is  ordained  and  enacted  the  11th  year  of  the  reign  of 
the  most  noble  King  of  famous  memory,  Henry  VII,  that  none  apprentice 
nor  servant  of  husbandry,  laborer,  nor  servant  artificer  play  at  the 
tables  from  the  10th  day  of  January  next  coming  but  only  for  meat 
and  drink,  nor  at  the  tennis,  closh,  dice,  cards,  bowls,  nor  any 
other  unlawful  game  in  no  wise  out  of  Christmas;  and  in  Christmas 
to  play  only  in  the  dwelling  house  of  his  master,  or  where  the  master 
of  any  of  the  said  servants  is  present  upon  pain  of  imprisonment 
by  the  space  of  a  day  in  the  stocks  openly.  And  that  the  householder 
where  dicing,  carding,  tennis  playing,  bowls,  closh  or  any  other 
unlawful  game  afore  rehearsed  shall  be  used  otherwise  than  is  afore 
rehearsed,  and  that  lawfully  be  presented  be  presented  before  the 
justices  of  peace,  the  mayor,  sheriff  in  his  tourn ,  or  steward  in 
his  leet,  or  by  examination  had  afore  the  said  justices  of  peace 
that  process  be  made  upon  the  same  as  upon  indictment  of  trespass 
against  the  King's  peace:  and  that  the  said  misdoer  be  admitted  to 
no  fine  under  the  sum  of  6s. 8d . 

Item,  it  is  ordained  and  enacted  the  19th  year  of  the  said  most 
noble  King  Henry  VII  that  none  apprentice,  nor  servant  at  husbandry, 
laborer,  nor  servant  artificer,  play  at  the  tables  from  the  Feast 
of  Easter  next  coming,  nor  at  tennis,  closh,  dice,  cards,  bowls, 
nor  any  other  unlawful  games  in  no  wise  out  of  the  twelve  days  at 
Christmas,  and  then  to  play  only  in  dwelling  houses  of  his  master 
or  where  the  master  of  any  of  the  said  servants  is  present,  upon 
pain  of  imprisonment  by  the  space  of  a  day  in  the  stocks  openly. 

And  that  the  householder  where  dicing,  carding,  tennis  playing, 
bowls,  closh,  or  any  other  unlawful  game  afore  rehearsed  shall  be 
used  otherwise  that  is  afore  rehearsed,  and  that  lawfully  be  presented 
before  justices  of  the  peace,  mayor,  sheriff  in  his  tourn,  or  steward 
in  his  leet,  or  by  examination  had  before  the  said  justice  of  peace, 
that  process  be  made  upon  the  same  as  upon  indictment  of  trespass 
against  the  King's  peace,  and  that  the  said  misdoer  be  admitted  to 
no  fine  under  the  sum  of  6s. 8d. 
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INJUCTIONS  FOR  RELIGIOUS  REFORM;  ORDERING  LOMILIES  TO  BE  READ  FROM  THE 
PULPIT 


(31  July  1547,  1  Edward  VI) 


Also,  the  said  ecclesiastical  persons  shall  in  no  wise,  at  any 
unlawful  time,  nor  for  any  other  cause  than  for  their  honest  necessity, 
haunt  or  resort  to  any  taverns  or  alehouses.  And  after  their  dinner 
and  supper  they  shall  not  give  themself  to  drinking  or  riot,  spending 
their  time  idly  by  day  or  by  night  at  dice,  cards,  or  tables-playing , 
or  any  other  unlawful  game,  but  at  all  times,  as  they  shall  have 
leisure,  they  shall  hear  or  read  somewhat  of  Holy  Scripture,  or  shall 
occupy  themselves  with  some  other  honest  exercise;  and  that  they 
always  do  the  things  which  appertain  to  honesty,  with  endeavor 
to  profit  the  commonweal;  having  always  in  mind  that  they  ought  to 
excel  all  other  in  purity  of  life,  and  should  be  example  to  the  people 
to  live  well  and  Christianly. 
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